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Downtown Davidson Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Plan
Project Description
At the February 2002 meeting of the Davidson Town Board, the Town Commissioners
adopted a Downtown Transportation Safety Plan. This plan, created by a committee of
planners, police officers, a town resident, and the mayor, identified the greatest needs for
improving pedestrian and bicyclist safety in the downtown area. The following projects
were identified as priorities in protecting the pedestrian and bicycle oriented character of
central Davidson:

Phase I: Main Street Intersection Improvements
Main Street and Concord Road
The intersection of Main Street and Concord Road in downtown Davidson is a critical
access point for automobiles moving between the I-77 interchange, downtown retail, and
Davidson’s primary residential area. As the Town has grown this intersection has
become increasingly congested and dangerous for pedestrians. Phase I would provide the
following improvements for a safer and more aesthetically pleasing intersection.
1. Addition of a third crosswalk at the north side of the intersection and elimination
of the mid-block crossing located 60 feet north of the intersection.
2. Installation of pedestrian crossing signals for the Concord Road crosswalk and the
proposed new Main Street crosswalk.
3. Installation of brick surfaces on the three crosswalks.
4. Addition of brick bulbouts to provide a “safety zone” for pedestrians waiting to
cross the street.
5. Placement of two sugar maple trees and a flowerbed on the Main Street bulbouts.
See Figure 1
Main Street and Depot Street
As the primary pedestrian crossing between the Davidson College campus and downtown
Davidson, it is important for this crossing to be easily identifiable to automobiles. The
following improvements would ease safe pedestrian movement through this intersection.
1. Addition of brick crosswalks on all three legs of the intersection.
2. Placement of brick bulbouts on each side of the crosswalks.
3. Closing of two mid-block crosswalks just north of this intersection.
See Figure 2

Phase II: Concord Road Intersection Improvements
Concord Road is a critical street artery running through the Town of Davidson. It is a
busy street and must be crossed by most residents of Davidson in order to access the
Davidson College campus. Many residents walk to work at the College, crossing
Concord Road several times a day, however, most of the street intersections do not have
crosswalks. As traffic increases, crossing has become much more difficult. Davidson
College is in the process of extending the sidewalk on the north side of Concord Road at
a cost of $50,000. The College has plans to extend the sidewalk even further east over
the next year. Phase II proposes the placement of brick crosswalks, brick bulbouts, and
flower beds at two of the Concord Road intersections: Lorimer Road and College Street.
The Lorimer Road crossing would tie into the existing sidewalk. The College Street
crosswalk would tie into sidewalk that the College plans to build within the next year.
Together these improvements will facilitate the walking commute of many Davidson
residents.
See Figures 3 and 4

Phase III: Concord Road Bike Lane
This 1.4 mile on-street bike lane project is designed to provide a bicycle transportation
route on Davidson’s central street artery (Concord Road) between downtown Davidson
(Lorimer Road) and the far edge of the Town’s primary residential area (Kimberly Road).
Additionally, this bike route will tie into two previously funded TEA-21 projects that
create a four-mile greenway loop through Davidson (E-4405 and E-4559). As a result,
not only will the 1.4 mile bike lane provide residents with safe bicycle access to
downtown Davidson, it will also provide these residents with safe bicycle access to
Davidson’ greenway trails.
See Figures 5, 6, and 7

Budget Information: Phase I

Main Street and Concord Road Intersection Improvements
Improvement
Mobilization and demobilization of work crew
Curb and gutter demolition
Curb and gutter installation
Brick Sidewalk
Brick Pavement for crosswalks
Topsoiling and seeding
Four pedestrian crossing signals and one control box
Two trees
Subtotal
Contingency (10%)
Total

Cost
$ 2,500
1,500
12,600
27,000
18,000
90
45,000
1,000
$ 107,690
$ 10,769
$ 118,459

Main Street and Depot Street Intersection Improvements

Improvement
Mobilization and demobilization of work crew
Curb and gutter demolition
Curb and gutter installation
Brick Sidewalk
Brick pavement for crosswalks
Topsoiling and seeding
Subtotal
Contingency (10%)
Total

Cost
$ 2,500
2,000
9,000
14,000
19,000
50
$ 46,550
$ 4,655
$ 51,205

Budget Information: Phase II

Concord Road and Lorimer Road Crossing
Improvement
Mobilization and demobilization of work
crew
Curb and gutter demolition
Curb and gutter installation
Brick sidewalk
Brick pavement for crosswalks
Topsoiling and Seeding
Subtotal
Contingency (10%)
Total

Cost
$ 2,500
400
5,000
3,000
14,500
50
$ 25,450
$ 2,545
$ 27,995

Concord Road and College Street Crossing
Improvement
Mobilization and demobilization of work
crew
Curb and gutter demolition
Curb and gutter installation
Brick sidewalk
Brick pavement for crosswalks
Topsoiling and Seeding
Subtotal
Contingency (10%)
Total

Cost
$ 2,500
300
4,000
3,000
7,500
50
$ 17,150
$ 1,715
$ 19,065

Budget Information: Phase III

Concord Road Bike Lanes
Improvement
Bike symbol pavement markings
Bike lane signage
Subtotal
Contingency (10%)
Total

Cost
14,000
6,000
$ 20,000
$ 2,000
$ 22,000

The Town will provide in kind services at a value of $32,500 to stripe the bike lanes on
both sides of the street from Lorimer Road to Kimberly Road. The Town is requesting
funding for signage in the form of pavement markings and pole mounted signs.

Budget Total
Phase I:
Phase II:
Phase III:

$169,664
47,060
22,000

Total:

$238,724

Enhancement Funds Requested: $179,043 (75% of total)
Local Contribution: $59,681 (25% of total) from the Town of Davidson
Davidson College is building a $50,000 brick sidewalk extension on Concord
Road to which our proposed sidewalks and bulbouts will connect.

MPO Resolution
Signed by Lee Myers and Danny Rogers of the Mecklenburg-Union MPO.
Resolution may be found in the hard copies of the application.

June 27, 2002
Ms. Meredith Judy
Town Planner
Town of Davidson
216 S. Main St.
Davidson, N.C. 28036

Dear Meredith:
Davidson College strongly supports your request for enhancement funds to make
pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements in downtown Davidson. The College and the
Town have mutual interests regarding the viability of our wonderful downtown and by
working together we can stretch our limited resources further. As you know, the College
is in the process of constructing brick sidewalks on the north side of Concord Road. The
bulbouts and crosswalks you are proposing coupled with our sidewalk extension will
greatly enhance the safety of pedestrians crossing Concord Road and Main Street. In
addition, the planting beds you are proposing along Main and Concord will greatly
enhance the existing flowerbeds that the Town and the College provide.
If you are successful in obtaining the requested funds we look forward to working with
you in the implementation phase. Both Davidson students and Town residents will
greatly benefit from such improvements and they will add to Town’s reputation as one of
the most livable communities in the state.

Sincerely,

David M. Holthouser
Davidson CollegeDirector of Facilities and
Engineering
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