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Executive Summary
The Town of Davidson Parking Study is a comprehensive examination of parking needs in the
downtown. The goal of the report is to evaluate the use of the existing parking supply and to
determine if the parking supply is adequate to meet current and future parking demand.
The final report is an assessment of findings in Davidson. The report begins with an overview of
the process of the parking study. There is an assessment of how the existing parking is operating
and how much new parking may be required based on current and anticipated future
developments. This is followed by a discussion on public input and the parking system
recommendations.
A demand analysis was performed on the downtown which suggests there is an existing surplus
of +/-431 parking spaces. Moving forward, the re-occupancy of vacant space and potential for
new development in the downtown would likely make finding parking in the downtown difficult.
The five year scenario projects a surplus of +/-164 spaces in the downtown and in the 10 year
scenario a surplus of parking is projected at +/-19 spaces.

Methodology Summary:
Background research, field work and a review of previous documents and planning reports were
undertaken. Documents were provided to Rich and Associates, Inc., by the Town of Davidson for
use as resource material and to develop an understanding of the community’s development goals
and objectives:
x

Town of Davidson Planning Ordinance, June 11, 2001

x

Master Plan, 2010

x

Davidson Bicycle Transportation Plan, 2008

x

Davidson Circulation Plan, 2003

x

Davidson Comprehensive Plan, Update to the Davidson General Plan

x

Downtown Davidson Parking Study 2001

x

Davidson Transit Station Small Area Plan, September 2005

x

Future known or potential developments

Fieldwork for the study included a turnover and occupancy study by Rich and Associates staff.
The turnover and occupancy study involved an examination of on-street and off-street parking
occupancies and vehicle movements encompassing both daytime and evening. The turnover
and occupancy study was completed on Thursday, October 28, 2010 which began at 8:00 A.M.
and ended at 7:00 P.M. The turnover and occupancy analysis was completed to gain an
understanding of how parking was being utilized in Davidson. This day was selected to represent
a typical day, providing a base line for the analysis.
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Occupancy counts were taken again on Saturday, October 30 every hour from 8:30 A.M. to 12:30
P.M. This was done to observe the effects of multiple special events occurring that day including
the Farmers Market, Dog Show on the square, Parents weekend at Davidson College, and a
Davidson College football game. On-street and off-street parking was observed in the core
downtown area for this count.

Thursday Occupancy Summary:
x

The overall peak observed occupancy was 56 percent and occurred between 12:00
P.M. and 2:00 P.M.

x

The public parking had higher occupancy levels throughout the day than the private
parking. At peak time the on-street parking reached 62 percent occupancy, the
public off-street parking reached 64 percent occupancy and private off-street parking
achieved only 51 percent occupancy.

x

There were several on street and off-street public parking areas that were over 85
percent occupied, though most of these occurred in all day spaces along Concord
Road.

x

Several of the long term public parking areas along Jackson Street were over 90 percent
occupied.

Saturday occupancy key points:
x

The overall peak observed occupancy was 72 percent at 11:30 A.M.

x

Several of the on-street parking areas were at or near 100 percent occupied.

The turnover and occupancy analysis revealed that 16 percent of the vehicles in two hour spaces
stayed beyond the two hour posted time limit. The majority of these vehicles are most likely
employees of the downtown.
Public input was a key factor for Rich and Associates to understand the background of the Town
of Davidson. There were several stakeholder meetings, Parking Advisory Group meetings, staff
meetings and surveys were available online for business owners and managers, employees and
parking users of the downtown.
On-Line Parking Survey Results:
x

Business Operator: 32 Responded

x

Employee: 69 Responded

x

Parking User Survey: 316 Responded

Recommendation Summary:
The recommendations contained in this report represent a combination of best practices tailored
to the parking situation in Davidson. The recommendations address the management of current
parking supply, as well as information on options for expanding parking supply for future needs.
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A parking system is not just about parking vehicles, it also involves the walkability of a downtown,
signage, parking enforcement, lighting as well as marketing parking to business owners,
employees and customers. The utilization of lots can depend on any or all of these factors, as
well as the overall condition of a lot. Fundamentally, these issues can impact a parking system
and therefore downtown economics in general.
All recommendations within this section will aid the Town of Davidson in creating an efficient
parking system whether used individually or as a package of system wide improvements. With a
unified approach to parking the Town will be best prepared to address current parking related
issues and handle new development in the future.
The recommendations include:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Pedestrian Enhancements
Lighting
Bicycle Racks and Encouraging Bicycle Ridership
Signage
Marketing
Special Events Parking Plan
Discourage the Development of New Private Parking Lots in the Downtown
Parking Duration/Allocation
Barrier Free Parking
Stripe all On-Street Parking Spaces
Valet Parking
Parking Enforcement
Handheld Technology for Enforcement
Parking Tickets/Courtesy Tickets
Commuter Parking
Establish a Residential Permit Program
Create a Sinking Fund for maintenance and Upgrades to Parking Lots
Charging For Parking
Consider Using Locations Outside of the Downtown Area for Storage of Unused Town
Emergency Vehicles
x Timing for Additional Parking Development
x Funding Options for Operational Improvements and Additional Parking
x Parking for the Current and Future Conditions

Summary:
The study analyzed how many parking stalls are needed to serve land uses in Davidson. The
amount of parking needed was derived from several sources; surveys of different land use types
in Davidson, Rich and Associates models from other communities that have had similar studies
undertaken and from resources such as the Institute of Transportation Engineers and the Urban
Land Institute.
Downtown Davidson has an overall surplus of parking spaces within the study area. The
individual block surpluses or deficits correlate with Rich and Associates’ observations during the
turnover and occupancy. Currently there is not a need for additional parking though as vacancy
is filled and new developments come to fruition there will be a deficit of parking that will affect
business in the downtown.
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In the current daytime situation there is an overall surplus of 431 parking spaces within the study
area. During the turnover and occupancy analysis there were several block faces and lots that
were 100 percent occupied during the day.
The five year projection assumes a re-occupancy of 40 percent and the ten year scenario
assumes 80 percent re-occupancy of vacant space. The five year scenario has a surplus of +/164 parking spaces and the ten year becomes a surplus of +/-19 parking spaces. Most if not all of
these deficits can be satisfied with changes to surface parking areas. These changes are
described further in the recommendations. Davidson needs to begin planning for new parking
now to accommodate for growth beyond the current projections.
The Parking Demand Matrix used in this analysis will be provide to Davidson to use as a tool in
helping to determine the amount of parking needed for each new development. The table can be
updated with any changes in use or square footage to keep up with current and future parking
needs.
The recommendations presented in the parking study are intended to enhance the existing supply
through operational, management, configuration, parking pricing and increasing the efficiency of
the parking system.
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Recommendation Summary
Implementation Time
Frame

Category

Mid term

Pedestrian Enhancements

Short term

Pedestrian Enhancements

Recommendation
Repair loose and missing bricks along Knox Court and
make all entrances barrier free.
Add pedestrian wayfinding along Knox Court to facilitate
pedestrian movement.
At Main St. and Concord Dr. it is recommended that right
turning movements on red not be allowed.

Budget

Responsibility

Page

Approximately $25,000

Town of Davidson

26-27

Under Sign recommendation

Town of Davidson

26-27

Short term

Pedestrian Enhancements

Under Sign recommendation

Town of Davidson

26-27

On-going

Lighting

Clean older light fixtures that have a yellowed tint. Replace
if lenses cannot be cleaned.

To be determined

Town of Davidson

27-28

Lighting

Add lighting to the Town lot next to the Fire Department and
small lot at corner of Depot and Jackson.

To be determined

Town of Davidson

27-28

Short term

Lighting

Knox Court should be well lighted to encourage pedestrian
use.

To be determined

Town of Davidson

27-28

On-going

Lighting

Trim all trees around light fixtures, both along sidewalks and
in lots.

To be determined

Town of Davidson

27-28

Mid term

Lighting

Once all lighting recommendations are completed hire a
lighting specialist to consult on lighting levels.

Approximately $5,000 - $12,000

Town of Davidson

27-28

Add additional bicycle racks in the downtown.

Approximately $150 - $300 per rack

Town of Davidson

28-32

Consider adding a few bicycle lockers near businesses
known to have bicycle commuters.

Approximately $2,500- $5,000 per locker

Town of Davidson

28-32

Consider placing a bicycle shelter in one of the municipal
lots near Knox Court.

Approximately $3,000 - $10,000 per shelter

Town of Davidson

28-32

Regulate and require new businesses to adhere to
Davidson's bicycle parking requirements.

N/A

Town of Davidson

28-32

Under Marketing recommendation

Town of Davidson

28-32

Short term

Mid term

Mid term

Mid term

On-going

Short term

Add Bicycle Racks to the
Downtown and Encourage Bicycle
Ridership
Add Bicycle Racks to the
Downtown and Encourage Bicycle
Ridership
Add Bicycle Racks to the
Downtown and Encourage Bicycle
Ridership
Add Bicycle Racks to the
Downtown and Encourage Bicycle
Ridership
Add Bicycle Racks to the
Downtown and Encourage Bicycle
Ridership

Short term

Signage

Short term

Signage

Short term

Signage

On-going

Signage

Short term

Signage

Create a marketing program to promote bicycle use as an
alternative to driving.
Develop a family of signs for direction/location, identification
and vehicle wayfinding.
There is a need for additional directional/location signs in
the downtown.
Name all parking lots and place identification signs at the
entrance to all public parking lots.
Monitor tree growth and trim foliage blocking signage in lots
and on-street.
Install pedestrian wayfinding along Knox Way and in
parking areas.

Approximately $40,000 - $120,000 for on-street,
pedestrian wayfinding and vehicular wayfinding.

Town of Davidson

33-37

See above

Town of Davidson

33-37

See above

Town of Davidson

33-37

To be determined

Town of Davidson

33-37

See above

Town of Davidson

33-37

Signage

Install at least two kiosks in the downtown with a map,
business listings, and parking locations.

See above

Town of Davidson

33-37

Short term

Signage

All signs should be a height where the sign cannot be
blocked by a parked vehicle in both on-street and off-street
parking locations.

See above

Town of Davidson

33-37

Short term

Signage

One-way entrance into the parking lot between The
Davidson Village Inn and Bonsai neds better signage.

See above

Town of Davidson

33-37

Marketing

The Town's web site should be modified to have a tab on
the main page for parking.

Up to $4,500 for web site design and $1,000 annually
for ongoing maintenance

Town of Davidson

38-39

Marketing

Include hours and days of enforcement, parking regulations
and where to pay a ticket if one is received on the parking
page of the web site.

See above

Town of Davidson

38-39

Marketing

Businesses should be encouraged to have a link to the
Town's parking page.

N/A

Town of Davidson

38-39

Marketing

Create a downtown marketing flyer that lists the downtown
businesses included with a map of parking in the downtown.

Approximately $2,500

Town of Davidson

38-39

Marketing

Develop a marketing plan to encourage alternative forms of
transportation.

To be determined

Town of Davidson and CATS

38-39

Short term

Marketing

Specific marketing initiatives can be aimed at businesses
that inform employees of the importance of keeping onstreet parking available for customers and visitors.

To be determined

Town of Davidson

38-41

Mid term

Special Events Parking Plan

Develop a plan for parking during special events that
includes a remote lot location and if necessary an
agreement with the lot owner as well as a shuttle service.

To be determined

Town of Davidson

42

Minimize surface lots and large breaks between buildings to
promote walking in the downtown.

N/A

Town of Davidson

42-43

Work with private parking owners to allow for public shared
use of private parking where possible.

To be determined

Town of Davidson/Local
Businesses

42-43

Davidson should entertain any proposals for a privately
developed parking structure especially if there is the
possibility for a public/private joint venture to provide
additional public parking.

To be determined

Town of Davidson

42-43

N/A

Town of Davidson

43-46

Cost to change signs

Town of Davidson

43-46

Cost to add signs and stripe spaces

Town of Davidson

43-46

Cost to add signs

Town of Davidson

43-46

Cost to change signs

Town of Davidson

43-46

Short term

Short term

Short term

On-going
On-going
Short term

On-going

On-going

Discourage the Development of
Any New Private Parking Lots in
the Downtown
Discourage the Development of
Any New Private Parking Lots in
the Downtown

On-going

Discourage the Development of
Any New Private Parking Lots in
the Downtown

On-going

Parking Duration/Allocation

Mid term

Parking Duration/Allocation

Mid term

Parking Duration/Allocation

Short term

Parking Duration/Allocation

Short term

Parking Duration/Allocation

Short term

Parking Duration/Allocation

The lot in front of Town Hall should be changed to half
employee long term parking and half two hour parking.

Cost to change signs

Town of Davidson

43-46

Short term

Parking Duration/Allocation

Work with the Post Office to change half of the 21 two hour
parking spaces (opposite the 18 Post Office only parking
spaces) to long term parking.

Cost to change signs

Town of Davidson

43-46

Short term

Parking Duration/Allocation

Cost to change signs

Town of Davidson

43-46

Short term

Parking Duration/Allocation

Mid term

Short term

Two hour parking should be the dominant duration for onstreet parking.
Fifteen minute to thirty minute parking should be located onstreet for use as customer loading and unloading spaces or
very short-term parking.
In areas where there is little or no demand for customervisitor parking, long term on-street parking can be used to
add to the overall long-term parking supply.
Convert recommended areas of on-street parking from all
day to two hour parking.
The two hour parking in lots should be changed to three
hour parking to accommodate the customer/visitor wanting
to spend more time in the downtown.

Consider the possibility of creating a truck delivery loading
area on the west side of Main Street that would be signed
delivery trucks only in the space(s) for specific hours in the
morning (7:00 AM to 10:00 A.M. for example).
Consider changing the compact parking only signs to
“Compact Cars only No Crossovers or SUV's”. Only
vheicles under 5'.

Cost to change signs

Town of Davidson

43-46

Barrier Free Parking

Rich and Associates encourage the development of onstreet barrier free stalls to ensure the downtown is
accessible to everyone.

Approximately $225 - $275 to restripe and sign each
space

Town of Davidson

47-48

Barrier Free Parking

The Town Hall long term lot is short one barrier free space
and the public long term lot next to the Fire Department has
no barrier free parking spaces and two spaces are
recommended.

Approximately $225 - $275 to restripe and sign each
space

Town of Davidson

47-48

Recommendation Summary
Implementation Time
Frame

Category

Recommendation

Short term

Barrier Free Parking

Consider moving the barrier free parking space in the public
three hour parking lot closer to the sidewalk on Main Street.

Mid term

Barrier Free Parking

Short term

Stripe all On-Street Parking
Spaces

On-going

Stripe all On-Street Parking
Spaces

Short term

Stripe all On-Street Parking
Spaces

Along with the parking guidelines it is important to make
sure that once a person is parked they will be able to
access the sidewalk from where they are parked.
Stripe all of the on-street parking spaces.
Follow Parking Stall Requirements requiring parallel
parking, angled parking, and 90 degree parking, see Exhibit
A on page 49.
Make all curb paintings consistent, such as no parking
zones, loading zones and fire zones.
This policy should include using public parking areas and
private off-street lots as valet parking storage and on-street
spaces for vehicle drop off and pick up.

Budget

Responsibility

Page

Approximately $225 - $275 to restripe and sign each
space

Town of Davidson

47-48

To be determined

Town of Davidson

47-48

Approximately $15 - $30 per space, with $9,000 every
2-3 years in maintenance

Town of Davidson

48-50

N/A

Town of Davidson

48-50

To be determined

Town of Davidson

48-50

Staff time

Town of Davidson

51

Staff time

Town of Davidson

51

On-going

Valet Parking

On-going

Valet Parking

Mid term

Parking Enforcement

Parking enforcement should be carried out by a parking
enforcement officer routinely from 8:00 A.M. until 5:00 P.M.,
five or six days per week.

Approximately $35,000 annually

Town of Davidson/Police

51-52

Mid term

Parking Enforcement

It would be practical to change to a paid position for a parttime enforcement officer to aid in ensuring that enforcement
is complete and regular.

See above

Town of Davidson/Police

51-52

On-going

Parking Enforcement

See above

Town of Davidson/Police

51-52

Town of Davidson/Police

52

Overall, the policy should specify valet operation standards,
performance standards, the use of and design of
permissible signs, on-street parking space rental charges
and the necessary parking area lease agreements with
private parking owners or with the Town to provide the valet
with evening parking privileges.

It is important that the staffing level remain adequate to
cover the recommended 600-800 parking spaces per day.

Mid term

Handheld Technology for
Enforcement

Purchase and begin using handheld ticket writers to enforce
parking.

$5,000 for each handheld ticket writer with docking
station and charger, $15,000 for software (one time
purchase)

Mid term

Parking Tickets/Courtesy Tickets

Consider implementing a graduated parking fine

Minimal

Town of Davidson/Police

53-54

Mid term

Parking Tickets/Courtesy Tickets

Consider implementing a courtesy ticket for first time
offenders

Loss of revenue for first ticket

Town of Davidson/Police

53-54

Short term

Commuter Parking

Designate commuter parking areas and begin to charge a
small fee for commuter parking permits and sign on-street
parking near the Express bus stop on Griffith Street as
commuter permit parking.

Administration of permits is minimal with costs to sign
permit spaces

Town of Davidson/CATS

54-55

Short term

Establish a Residential Permit
Program (RPP)

Create a residential hang-tag permit program to allow
downtown residents to park on-street during the day.

Minimal administration and printing. Sign and
enforcement costs are covered under the sign and
enforcement recommendations.

Town of Davidson

55-56

Establish a Residential Permit
Program (RPP)

The residential parking permits should be annually
renewable and based on proof of residency and vehicle
registration.

See above

Town of Davidson

55-56

Establish a Residential Permit
Program (RPP)

For South Street, the on-street parking south of the Stowe’s
entrance on both sides of the street should be signed two
hour parking or residential permit parking.

See above

Town of Davidson

55-56

Short term

Create a Sinking Fund for
Maintenance and Upgrades to
Parking Lots

Create a sinking fund for maintenance and upgrades to
Town lots and begin to put aside $25.00 per parking space
per year.

$7,450 annually

Town of Davidson

56

On-going

Charging for Parking

If Davidson implements the recommendations in this report
for enforcement than meters are not necessary at this time.

N/A

Town of Davidson

58

Short term

Consider Using Locations Outside
of the Downtown Area for Storage
of Unused Town Emergency
Vehicles

Consider finding locations outside of the core downtown to
locate vehicles that are not in use to free up parking for the
downtown.

To be determined

Town of Davidson

58

On-going

Timing for Additional Parking
Development

Parking development in the downtown will need to be
coordinated with increases in parking demand to ensure
that as development occurs, Davidson will have the ability
to decide when to consider a parking structure.

To be determined

Town of Davidson

59-60

See report

To be determined

Town of Davidson

60

See report

To be determined

Town of Davidson

60-65

Short term

Short term

Long term
Long term

Funding Options for Operational
Improvements and Additional
Parking
Parking for the Current and Future
Conditions
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Overview
This study, prepared for the Town of Davidson serves to examine the Historic downtown area
and the surrounding blocks. Rich and Associates has examined the existing parking system
from both a qualitative and quantitative standpoint and SEPI has examined the traffic in this
area. The Town of Davidson contracted with Rich and Associates and SEPI to prepare a
parking and traffic study. The parking study involves an inventory and review of the existing
parking, how it is currently being used and potential future changes to the downtown area.
There was also a review of seven intersections in this area. A number of issues were
examined including bicycle parking, enforcement operations, current parking demand,
development scenarios, future parking and traffic needs. This study assesses walkalability,
bicycling issues, commuter parking and bus stops as well.
This study began with a field study, several stakeholder interviews and surveys. Data
collected as background material was analyzed using methods that involve statistical analysis
and survey feedback from user groups. The study drew on standards developed by the
Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) and the Urban Land Institute (ULI), which were
modified according to the survey results from Davidson in order to suit the unique
circumstances present in the study area.

Definitions
The following are definitions used for the analysis:
x

Parking Supply – The number of parking spaces available for use by a specified
group or groups of individuals (i.e. shoppers, employees, etc.).

x

Turnover - Turnover is the number of vehicles that occupied a parking space in
a particular period. For example, if a parking lot has 100 spaces and during the
course of the day, 250 different vehicles occupied the lot, then the turnover is two
and a half times (2.5).

x

Occupancy - The number of vehicles observed in a specific lot or block face
represented as a percentage of spaces occupied.

x

Occupancy Rate – The percentage of all parking spaces with vehicles parked in
them at a given time.

x

Circuit - A circuit refers to the two-hour period between observances of any one
particular parking space. For the turnover and occupancy study, a defined route
was developed for each survey vehicle.
One circuit of the route took
approximately two hours to complete and each space was observed once during
that circuit.

x

Block Face - A number was assigned to each block within the study area. Each
block is then referenced by its block number and by a letter (A, B, C or D). The
letter refers to the cardinal face of the block; with (A) being the north face, (B) the
east face, (C) the south face and (D) the west face. Therefore, a block
designated as 1A would refer to the north face of block 1.

x

Modal Split – Fractional split identifying what percentage of people travel by a
certain transportation type (i.e. automobile, mass or public transit, walking, train,
etc.).
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x

Parking Demand – The number of parking spaces generated by a singlepurpose building, multi-purpose building, group of buildings or outdoor amenity.

x

Parking Need – Represents the number of parkers who need to be
accommodated in a given block after the use of alternative parking facilities is
considered. Use is affected by price, location, accessibility and user restriction.

x

Parking Surplus – The number of parking spaces within the study area
boundaries that surpass the parking demand.

x

Parking Deficit – The number of insufficient parking spaces within the study
area based on the parking demand.

Study Area
The study area, as determined by the Town of Davidson is illustrated in Map 1, located on
page 3. The study area consists of the downtown Historic area and the surrounding blocks.
Rich and Associates evaluated the parking conditions, parking supply and parking activity in
the roughly 22 block study area. Areas outside of the study boundaries were examined for
parking supply opportunities and potential impacts on parking.
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Parking Supply
Field work for this study entailed a review of the buildings and parking within the study area.
Table A summarizes the existing parking supply in the study area. There are a total of 1,930
parking spaces in the primary study area. Of these spaces, 371 are on-street and 298 are
off-street public spaces. There are 1,261 private off-street spaces.
Table B on page 5 is a detailed parking supply listing types and time durations of parking by
block and is followed by Map 2 on page 6, which is a spatial view of the parking supply. In
cases where parking spaces were not marked, the number of parking spaces was estimated.
For the purpose of the study, any parking marked reserved or privately owned was
designated as private parking. Parking that is available for use by the general public was
designated as public parking.
The Town of Davidson manages and controls 35 percent of the parking in the study area.
Based on Rich and Associates’ experience and best practices, we have found that to
successfully manage municipal parking in small downtowns it is especially desirable for the
municipality to have control of at least 50 percent of the parking supply. This allows the
municipality to effectively manage the parking in terms of allocation, reaction to changing
demand, market pricing, and allows the parking to be enforced with greater efficiency.
Davidson falls short of this benchmark.

Table A
Parking Supply Summary

On-Street Parking Totals

371 (19%)

Public Off-Street Parking Totals

298 (15%)

Public Parking Totals

669 (35%)

Private Parking Totals

1,261 (65%)

Total Parking in Study Area
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Turnover and Occupancy Study
A turnover and occupancy study of the public and private parking within the study area was
completed Thursday, October 28, 2010 from 8:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. The weather during the
turnover and occupancy count was sunny and warm. The turnover and occupancy study was
an observation of both public and private on-street and off-street parking in the downtown.
Occupancy counts were taken again on Saturday, October 30 every hour from 8:30 A.M. to
12:30 P.M. This was done to observe the effects of multiple special events occurring that day
including the Farmers Market, Dog Show on the square, Parents weekend at Davidson
College, and a Davidson College football game. On-street and off-street parking was
observed in the core downtown area for this count.
The number of parking spaces occupied was observed during each two-hour circuit. The
turnover portion of the analysis, where license plate numbers were recorded, applied to short
term two and three hour parking spaces to determine how long specific vehicles remained
parked in the same time restricted parking space. The turnover information also yields
occupancy results for the parking area and therefore for each circuit a composite occupancy
can be derived. Turnover is an indicator of how often a parking stall is being used by different
vehicles throughout the course of the day.

Occupancy is an important aspect of parking because it helps us to understand the dynamic
of how parking demand fluctuates throughout the day. Likewise, the occupancy can be used
to illustrate how parking demand is impacted by events in the downtown area. Overall, the
occupancy data is used by Rich and Associates to calibrate the parking demand model. The
results for the occupancy counts are separated by on-street vs. off-street and public vs.
private parking.

Turnover
Table C on the following page is the summary results of the turnover findings of the two hour
on-street parking spaces. There were 271 vehicles observed parking in the two hour on and
off-street parking spaces within the study area during the hours of 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Eighty eight (88) percent of the vehicles observed remained less than two hours. There were
16 vehicles parked from two to four hours in the same two hour parking space and two
vehicles that remained in the same two hour parking space between four and eight hours.
Overall, the turnover of vehicles parking on-street was high with 88 percent of the vehicles
observed staying less than two hours in a parking space. The 18 vehicles observed staying
between four and eight hours in the same parking space are most likely business owners or
employees. The violation rate at two hour spaces was 11 percent. Typically, a violation rate
of six to seven percent is thought to be acceptable. The recommendations included in this
report offer strategies on how to encourage employees of the downtown to park in
appropriate places.
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Table C
Parking Turnover Summary
Parking Turnover Summary (by
type)

2 Hour Parking

Vehicles that remained less than 2
hours

253 (88%)

Vehicles that remained between 2
and 4 hours

16 (11%)

Vehicles that remained between 4
and 6 hours

2 (1%)

Vehicles that remained between 6
and 8 hours

0 (0%)

Vehicles that remained between 8
and 10 hours

0 (0 %)

Total number of vehicles analyzed
(8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.) in 2 hour
stalls

271

Total number of 2 hour stalls
analyzed

151

Source: Rich and Associates Field Observations, Thursday, October 28, 2010

Occupancy
A summary of the occupancy results can be found in Table D on the following page. The full
occupancy results are found in Appendix A, and are spatially represented on Map 3 on page
10. The three graphs on page 11 and 12 illustrate the observed occupancy with the parking
separated by on-street, off-street, public and private.
The peak observed occupancy and key points are:
x

The overall peak observed occupancy was 56 percent and occurred between
12:00 P.M. and 2:00 P.M.

x

The public parking had higher occupancy levels throughout the day than the
private parking. At peak time the on-street parking reached 62 percent
occupancy, the public off-street parking reached 64 percent occupancy and
private off-street parking achieved only 51 percent occupancy.
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x

There were several on street and off-street public parking areas that were over
85 percent occupied, though most of these occurred in all day spaces along
Concord Road.

x

Several of the long term public parking areas along Jackson Street were over 90
percent occupied.

Table D
Parking Occupancy
Thursday, October 28, 2010
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Graph 1
Parking Occupancy Public On-Street vs. Public Off-Street
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Graph 3
Parking Occupancy Public vs. Private
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A second occupancy observation was completed on Saturday October 30 from 8:30 A.M. to
12:30 A.M. The counts were done in the core downtown every hour to observe special
events in the downtown. The special events on this day were the Davidson Farmers Market
(8:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.), Dog Show on the square, Davidson College Parents Weekend and
a Davidson College football game (1:00 P.M.). A summary of the results from the
observations can be found in Table E and Graph 4 and the peak occupancy is spatially
resented in Map 4 on page 15. The full occupancy results can be found in Appendix B.
The occupancy key points:
x

The overall peak observed occupancy was 72 percent at 11:30 A.M.

x

Several of the on-street parking areas were at or near 100 percent occupied.

Table E
Parking Occupancy
Saturday, October 30, 2010
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Graph 4
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Parking Demand Analysis
Projections were made to determine the current and future parking demands and the need for
parking in the study area. The data collected and compiled by Rich and Associates to
calculate the parking demand included:
x

An inventory of the study area’s on and off-street parking supplies.

x

Turnover and occupancy study for public and private on and off-street parking areas.

x

Block-by-block analysis of the square footage and land use of every building in the core
study area. Rich and Associates used field notes regarding land use and the number
of floors per building and obtained the gross floor area of each building in the study
area using Mecklenburg County Property Ownership and Land Records Information
System.

The parking demand analysis of land use contains two levels of parking analyses to
determine the number of parking spaces needed. First is a mathematical or hypothetical
model of parking demand based on the building gross floor area. The mathematical model
multiplies a parking demand generation ratio by the floor area of specific land uses to derive
the number of spaces needed. The second is a method of using field observations to
calibrate the mathematical model and help to establish projected parking spaces needed.
Rich and Associates reviewed proposed and potential developments with the Town Staff, and
stakeholders. Developments were discussed though all developments are speculative at this
point. Future parking demand was accounted for by the assumption of vacant space reoccupancy at a rate of 40 percent in five years and 80 percent in ten years.
A point to consider regarding the parking supply and demand is that motorists in general
perceive off-street spaces with occupancies greater than 85 percent to be at capacity,
depending on the overall capacity of the parking area. The greater the capacity, the less this
perception is valid. When 85 percent occupancy occurs, motorists will begin to re-circulate to
seek other parking, adding to downtown traffic congestion and the driver’s perception that
there is no parking available in the downtown.
Calculating parking spaces required for the study area is based on an analysis of the number
of parking spaces demanded and/or needed to serve the size and type of buildings present in
the study area and for future re-occupancy planned or proposed. Most parking requirements
are based on the gross floor area of a particular development and the actual generation rate
or parking ratio is tied to the land use type.
Table F demonstrates the parking ratios for each land use established for Davidson versus
national averages from the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE). ITE ratios are based
on nationally conducted surveys and in some cases the survey sample size is small. In
general, the ITE parking generation ratios are assumed to be higher than necessary in a
downtown setting where shared use and linked trips help to address the peak parking needed
for various uses at different times of the day.
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Table F: Parking Generation Ratios Comparison
Institute of
Transportation
Engineers (ITE) (2)

Established for
Davidson (day)

(Parking stalls per 1,000 gross square
feet unless otherwise noted)

Town of Davidson
Zoning Code
(Village Center
Planning Area is
exempt) (1)

Office

2 min and 3.5 max

2.79

2.85

Medical Office

2 min and 3.5 max

3.53

4.00

5 max

3.97

2.00

Mixed Use

2 min and 3.5 max

N/A

2.35

Service

2 min and 3.5 max

3.6

2.75

Day Care/Pre-School – (per employee)

2 min and 3.5 max

1.49 / employee

1.21./ employee

Library

2 min and 3.5 max

3.50

2.00

Restaurant

2 min and 3.5 max

10.01

5.00

Hotel – (per unit)

1 min and 2 max

1.01 / room

1.00 / room

Residential – (per unit)

1 min and 2 max

1.20 / unit

1.00 / unit

Parking Ratios

Retail

(3)

Community

2 min and 3.5 max

0.65

Theater (per seat)

2 min and 3.5 max

0.26 / seat

0.15 / seat

Government

N/A

3.83

2.50

Commuter

N/A

0.49 / boarding

0.83/ boarding

General Light Industrial

.25

.75

0.40

(1) Source: Town of Davidson Planning Ordinance, Section 10.2.1
rd
(2) Source: Institute of Transportation Engineers Parking Generation Manual, 3 ed., 2004
(3) Source: Rich and Associates Fieldwork & Surveys, Fall 2010

Rich and Associates is recommending that consideration be given to using the ratios Rich
and Associates developed for the Town of Davidson study found in Table F as a guideline for
determining parking need for various development proposals. These ratios are designed
around a peak daytime need. The parking demand that is calculated using these ratios is
consistent with the observed parking occupancy from the study completed on Thursday, July
15, 2010.
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Once a parking generation model is developed that illustrates the surpluses and deficits of
parking numerically and graphically, we then compare the model with actual field
observations, specifically the turnover and occupancy counts. The comparison serves as a
test of the demand model and allows Rich and Associates staff to make further revisions or
adjustments where necessary to ensure accuracy, as well as to fully understand the overall
parking dynamic in the downtown area.
The assumptions used for the parking demand calculations are:
Assumption 1:

It was assumed that parking demand per block was dependent on the
gross floor area contained in the block. Parking demand computed for one
block was not affected by the amount of gross floor area available on
surrounding blocks. Therefore, a block with surplus parking supply is not
used to offset shortfalls on adjacent blocks.

Assumption 2:

The parking demand calculations were derived under the assumption that
currently occupied properties would remain occupied at existing, or higher
than existing levels into the future.

Assumption 3:

Parking demand is not affected by parking availability, use, location and
price.

The gross square footage of individual buildings was collected and then sorted by land use
categories. The different land uses for each block are in general multiplied by a parking
generation ratio of parking spaces required per 1,000 square feet. The resulting number of
parking spaces demanded is deducted from the available parking supply on each block and a
surplus or deficit for each block is then calculated. A summary of the parking demand is
found in Table G on page 20 and is represented spatially in the Parking Surplus/Deficit Map
5 (day) on page 21.
The following are issues that are considered when developing the number of parking spaces
needed:
x

Building size, purpose and special use conditions,

x

Socioeconomic characteristics of the downtown populations and visitors of the
downtown.

x

Alternative modes of transportation, which includes availability, use, attractiveness and
policy impacts.

x

Proportion of the downtown trips that are multiple-use or linked.

x

Vehicle traffic.

x

Cost of parking.

The parking generation ratios developed for each land use reflect the peak daytime
conditions. In the current daytime situation there is an overall surplus of 431 parking spaces
within the study area. During the turnover and occupancy analysis there were several block
faces and lots that were 100 percent occupied during the day.
The five year projection (Map 6 page 22) assumes a re-occupancy of 40 percent and the ten
year scenario (Map 7 page 23) assumes 80 percent re-occupancy of vacant space. The five
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year scenario has a surplus of +/- 164 parking spaces and the ten year surplus is reduced to
+/- 19 parking spaces.
We have projected that the overall surplus reduces from 431 spaces to 164 spaces in five
years with the following.
x

Express Commuter ridership increasing from 41 to 51 which affects block 2.

x

On block 3 a potential new development with 30,000 sf of retail, 50,000 of office and
75 residential units.

x

On block 7, four of the 10 vacant residential units occupied.

x

On blocks 7, 8 and 12/13 the existing vacant space is 40 percent reoccupied.

In the ten year projection the surplus becomes a deficit of -19 spaces based on the following.
x

The commuter rail line opens up with a projected demand for 157 spaces.

x

On blocks 7, 8 and 12/13 the existing vacant space is now 80 percent reoccupied
from 40 percent in the five year projection.

Based on the five year future, blocks 3 and 12/13 have the largest deficits. Most if not all of
these deficits can be satisfied with changes to surface parking areas such as creating more
surface parking on block 3 and possibly block 2. These changes are described further in the
recommendations.
The Parking Demand Matrix used in this analysis will be provide to Davidson to use as a tool
in helping to determine the amount of parking needed for each new development. The table
can be updated with any changes in use or square footage to keep up with current and future
parking needs.
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Table G
Parking Demand Surplus/Deficit Matrix

A

B

C

Block

Office

Medical
Office

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

Retail

Mixed Use

Service

Pre-School
(per employee)

Library

Restaurant

Hotel
(per unit)

Residential
(per unit)

Community

Daytime

2.85

4.00

2.00

2.35

2.75

1.49

2.00

5.00

1.00

1.00

0.63

0.15

2.50

1.00

0.83

0.40

2.81

1

1,302

1,215

0

46,000

0

0

0

5,000

0

18

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

160

231

71

2 (1)

0

0

0

34,371

0

0

0

0

0

0

2,500

260

0

0

41

0

0

155

205

50

41

84

3 (2)

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

58,906

0

24

38

14

-264

-421

4

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

16

16

16

16

5

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

6

2,118

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

6,370

0

0

0

0

0

0

10

46

36

36

36

7 (3)

35,017

0

2,337

3,060

0

0

0

8,428

0

26

0

0

0

0

0

0

15,000

180

297

117

96

75

8

18,901

0

8,524

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

5,566

71

123

52

46

40

9

0

0

0

22,000

0

25

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

89

213

124

124

124

10

812

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

33,400

0

0

0

0

0

0

23

53

30

30

30

11

24,605

0

2,500

0

0

0

7,279

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

90

93

3

3

3

12/13 (4)

40,286

8,528

19,691

44,863

0

0

0

7,965

18

3

0

0

15,744

10,000

0

0

3,624

404

313

-91

-95

-99

14

21,069

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

35,578

0

0

0

0

0

0

82

97

15

15

15

15

31,427

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

90

103

13

13

13

17

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

23

23

23

23

18

0

0

0

0

0

20

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

30

10

-20

-20

-20

Fire
Theater Government Department Commuter Warehouse
(per seat)
(per rider)

R

S

Vacant

Demand
(current)

T

U

V

Parking Surplus/ Surplus/
Supply Deficit
Deficit

W

Surplus/
Deficit

(current) (5 years) (10 years)
71

71

22

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

28

28

28

28

TOTALS

175,537

9,743

33,052

150,294

0

45

7,279

21,393

18

47

77,848

260

15,744

10,000

41

58,906

24,190

1,407
(stalls)

1,889
(stalls)

482
(stalls)

164
(stalls)

19
(stalls)

1. Block 2 express commuter ridership is increased by 3% per year, 41 riders as of April 2010 (5 year increase to 51riders = 9 additional spaces and 10 year changes to train ridership)
2. a) Block 3 potential new development in the 5 year scenario, 30,000 sf retail, 50,000 sf office, 75 residential (278 spaces).
b) in the 10 year scenario, commuter rail station developed in block 3 with 188 riders (157 spaces), express bus ridership is now taken out of block 2 (43 spaces).
3. Block 7 has 10 vacant residential units, these units are filled at 40% (5 year) and 80% (10 year) occupancy in future demand
4. Block 12/13 Mooney's Corner development included in current demand: 15,000 sf mixed use (36 spaces).
5. Block 17 & 22 are only included for the on-street parking supply and blocks 16, 19, 20, & 21 (41 parking spaces) are not included in the Parking Demand Surplus/Deficit Matrix
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Public Input
The Parking Advisory Group was charged with providing input and feedback at the initiation
of the project to aid consulting staff in formulating a project approach. Later the Parking
Advisory Group aided by Davidson staff by providing feedback and guidance with the
recommendations formulated for the community. Below is a listing of the 24 members that
made up the Parking Advisory Group.
Parking Advisory Group:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Mike Kessler
David Stewart
Buzz Bizzell
Glenn Kinken
Kathy Pearce
Suzanne Churchill
Chris Morris
Fred Bryant
Ellen Giduz
Ralph Quackenbush
Bill Lawing
John Cock
Mike Orlando
Tim Dreffer
Drew Crawford
Kim Fleming
Audy Dover
Gordon Clark

Staff:
x
x
x
x
x
x

Lauren Blackburn
Kris Krider
Dawn Blobaum
Doug Wright
Leamon Brice
Kim Fleming

The next phase of public input involved face-to-face meetings with a variety of stakeholders
from the community. The stakeholders were selected by Town staff to represent a broad
cross section of parties involved in the downtown. Spanning local business people to
residents and including developers, non-profit organizations and Davidson College staff, the
stakeholder interviews provided consultant staff with individual perspective on parking
function in Davidson.
Discussions with stakeholders included details on projects; buildings or situations specific to
where they worked, lived or had other familiarity with. Other discussions that came out of the
stakeholder meetings included bicycle parking, special events, and commuter parking.
Residential permits for downtown residents were also discusses along with barrier free
parking, loading zones and parking signs.
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In total, 30 individuals were met with directly or participated in telephone conference calls as
part of the stakeholder interview process. Other topics that came up during the discussions
are listed below:
x

New development impacts on parking.

x

Relative convenience of parking for short-term use and walking distances.

x

Enforcement policies.

x

Need for residential parking alternatives and options.

x

Guidelines for angle parking design.

x

Need for improved sight distances at intersections.

x

Need for traffic calming and pedestrian enhancement on Main Street.

x

Need for additional bicycle racks.

x

Need for additional parking.

The final method employed for gaining input from the community included an on-line survey.
The surveys were available on the Town of Davidson web site with an article advertising the
survey through the local on-line news paper. There were three surveys developed; the first
was a business operator survey, the second was an employee survey and the third was a
parking user survey. The surveys collected are as follows:
On-Line Parking Survey Results:
x

Business Operator: 23 Responded

x

Employee: 69 Responded

x

Parking User Survey: 316 Responded

The surveys included a series of questions pertaining to how individuals traveled downtown,
where they parked, how many businesses they visited, and how long they stayed. These
questions along with business specific questions on size of commercial area, number of
employees, hours of operation and number of customers helped Rich and Associates
determine the average amount of parking for each block in the study area needed.
Additional questions provided an opportunity for participants to offer an opinion on various
aspects of the parking system. Questions ranged from parking enforcement to overall
parking adequacy. Results of the opinion based questions are located in the Appendices C,
D, and E.
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Parking Recommendations
The recommendations presented here are intended to enhance the existing supply of parking
through operational, management, configuration, parking pricing and allocation changes.
While aimed primarily at increasing the efficiency of the parking system, the
recommendations are comprehensive enough to provide a holistic approach to improving
parking in the downtown today and plan for future growth.
The recommendations in this section are a set of tools that Davidson can use to manage the
parking system. Davidson will be given the demand matrix chart (Table G) to maintain and
manage the parking surplus and deficit in the downtown. This chart can be updated with new
development, vacancy in-fill and changes to the parking inventory. The chart allows
Davidson to understand the impacts of potential development and allocate parking and
durations to meet the parking needs in the downtown.
A parking system is not just about parking vehicles, it also involves the walkability of a
downtown, signage, parking enforcement, lighting as well as marketing parking to owners,
employees and customers. The utilization of lots can depend on any or all of these factors,
as well as the overall condition of a lot. Fundamentally, these issues can impact a parking
system and therefore downtown economics in general.
The overall parking allocation plan is to promote the use of the parking lots off of Jackson
Street for customer/visitor parking and to reduce the reliance of on-street parking on Main
Street. This will have two impacts. First, the amount of traffic on Main Street could be
reduced because customers/visitors would go directly to Jackson Street to access public
parking. Second, the perception that there is a parking problem will be mitigated.
To accomplish this however, a number the recommendations contained in this section need
to be implemented such as pedestrian improvements, signage, marketing and lighting. All
recommendations contained within this section will aid Davidson in creating an efficient
parking system whether used individually or as a package of system wide improvements.
With a system approach Davidson will be best prepared to address parking related issues
and handle new development new and in the future.
This section is a full recommendations package that is intended to be used as tool to create a
parking master plan. Some of these recommendations can be implemented with little or no
cost to the Town, and some will take significant budgeting and time to complete. There will
be further discussion of timing of additional parking development, and funding options.

1. Pedestrian Enhancements
Pedestrian movement is an important aspect of parking. It is extremely difficult to get people
to park beyond the front door of their destination if there are any concerns regarding safety or
the walking experience is not pleasant. Lighting and landscaping can greatly change a
perception of safety in lots and along sidewalks.
A. Repair loose and missing bricks along Knox Court and make the entrances from all
lots barrier free. This walkway is an important link connecting the parking lots to
businesses. Murals, art, window decorations and flowers can create a pleasant
walking experience during the day and night. In addition a police presence riding
bicycles or walking in the downtown after dusk can create a feeling of safety.
Encourage Police Officers to occasionally walk this area to promote a safe walkway.
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B. Add signage along the walkway to facilitate pedestrian wayfinding. This is covered
further in Recommendation 4.

Areas along Knox Court that need repair.
C. To make it easier to cross at Main Street and Concord Road it is recommended that
right turning movements on red not be allowed. This can be done with signs and does
not require a phasing change in the lights.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Cost: Repair Knox Court surface approximately $25,000. Adding signs to Knox
Court and adding signs for a no turn on red to Main St. and Concord Rd. covered
under sign recommendation.

2. Lighting:
Lighting is an issue in some of the public parking lots. The Town lot next to the Fire
Department and the small lot at the corner of Depot Street and Jackson Street do not have
any lighting. Pedestrian movement is an important aspect of parking. It is difficult to
convince drivers to park beyond the front door of their destination if there is any worry
about safety or the experience is not pleasant. Lighting can greatly change a perception of
safety in lots and along sidewalks.
A. The older light fixtures in the downtown have a yellowed tint to the lenses. This
could potentially be fixed by having all of the lenses cleaned. If not, the lenses
should be replaced to allow more light through.
B. Add lighting to the Town lot next to the Fire Department and the small lot at the
corner of Depot and Jackson.
C. Knox Court is an important pedestrian connection between Main Street and the
parking lots off Jackson Street. This walkway should be well lighted to encourage
more pedestrian use.
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D. Trim all trees around all light fixtures. There are trees along the sidewalks and in lots
that block the light fixtures.
E. Once these issues are addressed hire a lighting specialist to consult on lighting
levels. Safety is often an issue in parking lots whether perceived or real. All of the
public parking lots should be well lighted to promote employee parking.

The Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) recommends the following
design criteria for parking lot lighting in the 9th edition of The IESNA Lighting Handbook
Reference and Application:
x Parking lot lighting levels should be illuminated to a minimum horizontal luminance of 0.5
foot candles (fc) maintained as measured horizontally on the pavement surface without
any shadowing effect from parked cars or columns.
x A minimum maintained vertical illuminance of 0.25 fc should be achieved as measured 5
feet above the parking surface at the point of lowest horizontal illuminance.
x Maximum of Minimum uniformity ratio should be 15:1.

Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Cost: Lighting Analysis $5,000 - $12,000, plus cleaning of lighting lenses or
replacement of lenses to be determined.

3. Add Bicycle Racks to the Downtown and Encourage Bicycle Ridership:
Having a safe and secure place to store a bicycle is paramount to successfully promoting the
use of bicycles for downtown employees who would otherwise commute using a motor
vehicle. Lockers and shelters will also benefit employees of the downtown providing a secure
place to store a bicycle out of inclement weather.
A. Several survey respondents commented that there were not enough bicycle racks in
the downtown. To encourage bicycle ridership add additional bicycle racks
throughout the downtown. Map 8 on page 32 details where current bicycle racks are
located and also details where and what type of additional bicycle racks are
recommended. The new racks are located based on convenience and distance from
other bicycle racks.
1. It is recommended that Davidson use the following guidelines on bicycle racks
when choosing new racks for the downtown. The wave racks that are located
throughout the downtown can be difficult to use because bikes often fall over due to
the design of the rack not allowing for two points of contact on a bicycle frame. The
Town of Davidson Planning Ordinance Section 10.2.2.3&4 Bicycle Parking outlines
required racks and where to place racks.
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Guidelines on Bicycle Racks (Bicycle Parking Guidelines, first edition 2002):
x

Racks should allow bike frame to make contact at two points.

x

Should allow for more than one bike per rack.

x

Needs to allow for popular “U” shape lock.

x

Racks should be placed where they will not impede upon pedestrian traffic,
though need to be readily identifiable.

x

Should be clearly signed with a bicycle parking sign.

Example of the wave bicycle
rack used in Davidson

Example of a recommended
bicycle rack

B. Consider adding a few bicycle lockers near businesses known to have bicycle
commuters, starting with two near Town Hall and two near the commuter bus stop.
Encourage new businesses to install indoor bicycle parking like the FlatIron building.
This type of bicycle parking is convenient for commuter parking. Monitor the usage
and add additional lockers if and when necessary.
C. Consider placing a bicycle shelter in one of the municipal lots near Knox Court. This
would provide a sheltered area for 8-12 bicycles. A shelter is not as secure as a
locker though a short term parker will use a shelter in inclement weather due to ease
of use.

Example of bicycle lockers

Rich and Associates Consulting, Inc.
Parking Consultants - Planners
www.richassoc.com

Example of a bicycle shelter from the
City of New York

29

Town of
Davidson, NC

Comprehensive Parking Study
Final Report

D. Regulate and require new businesses to adhere to Davidson’s bicycle parking
requirements as shown in the following chart. This chart is taken from the Town of
Davidson Planning Ordinance, Parking 10.2.2. Davidson needs to provide bicycle
parking in developed areas because bicycle parking is only required when a building
is redeveloped, not when there are use changes.

Table 10.2.2
Use Type

Auto Parking Min

Auto Parking Max

Short Term Bicycle
Parking Spaces

Long Term Bicycle
Parking Spaces

Single Family
Residential

1 space per Dwelling
Unit

2 space per Dwelling
Unit

None

None

Attached Residential
or Multi-Family

1 space per Dwelling
Unit

2 space per Dwelling
Unit

10%(1) of max auto
parking

5% of max auto
parking

Commercial (excl
retail)

2 spaces per 1000
square feet of
commercial use

3.5 spaces per 1000
square feet

10% of max auto
parking

5% of max auto
parking

Retail

2 spaces per 1000
square feet of
commercial use

5 spaces per 1000
square feet for retail
uses

10% of max auto
parking

5% of max auto
parking

Warehouse &
Industrial

.25 spaces per 1000
square feet

2 spaces per 1000
square feet

5% of max auto
parking

2% of max auto
parking

Civic/Institutional

N/A

N/A

As required by Planning Director

1. Bicycle parking is only required for multi-family dwellings of more than 4 units/building.
2. If the number of required long-term bicycle parking spaces for residential uses is less than 1 for a
development, then it is not required.

E. Create a marketing program to promote bicycle use as an alternative to driving and
use the designation as a “Bicycle Friendly Community” recognized League of
American Bicyclists to assist in this program.
1. Develop a brochure that markets bicycle ridership in the Davidson area. Include
the bicycle rack locations map as well as a map detailing bicycle routes that connect
to the downtown.
2. Host a special event to promote bicycle ridership in a Town wide effort to use
alternative modes of transportation. This will in turn cut down on the number of
parking spaces needed.
3. Work with Davidson College in promoting their Yellow Bike program to the
students and faculty. Many of the students drive to class and downtown when it
would take the same amount of time or less to ride a Yellow Bike. The additional
racks in the downtown that are recommended may help ridership by providing more
convenient short term bicycle parking. This measure will aid in reducing the number
of parking spaces needed in the downtown.
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Marketing Bicycle Ridership
x Federal law provides tax incentives to bike to work which are explained by The
League of American Cyclists, http://www.bikeleague.org/news/100708faq.php.
x There are several communities throughout the U.S. that participate is National “Ride
Your Bike to Work Day/Month” in May. Information can be found through the
League of American Bicyclists www.bikeleague.org.
x Source of possible grant funding through Bikes Belong Coalition,
http://bikesbelong.org
x Pedestrian and Bicycling Information center is a helpful link that offers advice
on funding and marketing bicycling in downtowns. http://www.bicyclinginfo.org
“Communities that are bicycle-friendly are seen as places with a high
quality of life. This often translates into increased property values,
business growth and increased tourism. Bicycle-friendly communities are
places where people feel safe and comfortable riding their bikes for fun,
fitness, and transportation. With more people bicycling, communities
experience reduced traffic demands, improved air quality and greater
physical fitness” www.bicyclefriendlycommunity.org
F. Consider adding “sharrow” markings to the pavement along Main Street
where it the lane is too narrow for the addition of a bicycle lane. The marking
indicates that the lane is shared by bicycle and vehicles.
1. Several survey respondents complained that it was not safe to ride on Main
Street. The markings are a reminder to both the bicyclist and the vehicle
driver that the road is shared.

Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Cost: Bicycle racks $150-300 per rack, lockers $2,500-5,000 per locker and $3,000-10,000
per shelter. Marketing is covered under Recommendation 5.
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4. Signage:
Signage recommendations cover not only parking signs but also wayfinding signs once a
driver and passengers make the switch from a driving to a pedestrian mode. In general, there
are issues with signage in Davidson.
x The Town’s parking lots are not named and are difficult to identify as public parking
areas. This lack of identification creates issues with marketing and wayfinding.
x There are different color/design of the same sign in Davidson. This occurs especially
with on-street parking signs (see examples below). Additionally, there is conflicting
information on existing signs with respect to enforcement times for on-street parking.
x On-street parking signs are mounted at various heights and there is no uniformity in
their overall placement.
x While there are some pedestrian wayfinding signs, there are not enough and there
needs to be a consistent design and message.
x The Town’s parking lots on Jackson Street are potentially difficult to find for a
customer or visitor not familiar with the area and once they transition to a pedestrian if
they park in these spaces. There are no signs directing them to where Main Street is.

Two hour parking sign too low

Different hours of enforcement on signs

Best Practice Sign Types Include
Rich and Associates has established a best practice for vehicle and pedestrian wayfinding
signage. These best practices have been developed looking at successful signage in other
communities and with signage programs that we have developed.
As a best practice the following four types of parking signs that increases drivers’ wayfinding
experience are strongly recommended. Communities often miss the important role that signs
play in making visitors comfortable with their surroundings and the effect that signs can have
on vehicle travel and parking use efficiency. Additionally, there needs to be pedestrian
wayfinding signs to deal with the driver/passenger transition from vehicle to pedestrian
modes. It should be noted that sign color, size design and placement may be impacted by
local, county or State highway department’s regulations.
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Directional/Location:

Directional-parking signage is distinct in color, size and logo and
directs drivers to off-street parking areas. Parking location
signage complements the directional parking signage. The signs
have arrows pointing to the off-street lots. The signs are
mounted on poles at standard heights, on the streets.

Identification:

Identification signage is placed at the entry of each parking lot.
The name of the parking area is identified and the type of
parking available as well as hours of enforcement and the hours
of lot operation is listed on the signage. The identification
signage is distinctive in color and size, and it is located on a pole
at a lower height.

Vehicular Wayfinding:

Vehicular wayfinding signs are placed at the points in the
downtown to lead to places of interest and parking locations. The
sign also points out the various landmarks or attractions that can
be found. These types of signs are placed at locations easily
found by a driver and are intended to help that driver orient
themselves to the downtown area.

Pedestrian Wayfinding:

Pedestrian wayfinding signs or kiosks are
placed at the points of pedestrian entry/exit
to parking lots and structures. Typically a
map illustrating the downtown area that
points out the various shops or attractions.
These types of signs are placed at
locations easily found by a pedestrian and
are intended to help that person orient
themselves to the downtown area to locate
their destination and then be able to return
to where they parked.
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Quality signs for parking and wayfinding have the following elements incorporated
into their design and placement:
x

Use of common logos and colors.

x

Placement at or near eye level.

x

Use of reflective, durable material.

x

All four types used in conjunction to guide motorist and pedestrian activity.

x

All entrances to the downtown need to have wayfinding signage.

x

All parking areas need to have identification signage.

x

All routes through the downtown need to have directional and location
signage oriented on the same side a vehicle is traveling.

x

All pedestrian routes to and from major customer/visitor parking areas need
to have wayfinding signs.

x

The identification signs located at parking areas need to convey parking
rates, hours of operation, and maximum durations.

Recommendations for Signage
The signage recommendations assume that there will be greater emphasis placed on the
Town’s lots off of Jackson and trying to alert drivers that there is customer/visitor parking
available in these lots and that they should take Jackson Street to get to these parking areas
thus avoiding traffic on Main Street.
A. A family of signs needs to be developed for the direction/location, identification and
vehicle wayfinding. The color, logo (if used) font type etc need to be consistent and
follow best practice as presented in the section.
B. There should be more directional/location signs in the downtown, especially signs that
lead drivers from Depot and Griffith Streets to Jackson Street. These signs should
identify customer/visitor parking.
C. Name all of the parking lots and use identification signs that let a customer/visitor of
the downtown know what lots are public, the allowed parking durations and hours of
operation. One concept would be to call this parking “Main Street Parking” on vehicle
wayfinding signs. Naming the lots based on street location is preferable.
D. Monitor tree growth and trim foliage that blocks signage in lots and on-street.
E. Install pedestrian wayfinding along Knox Way and in parking areas and along Main
Street and Jackson Street. Pedestrian wayfinding is critical once a person parks and
transitions to walking. Directing pedestrians to key destinations and then back to
where they parked are important elements in tourist/customer/visitor oriented
downtowns. Pedestrian wayfinding will work hand in hand with the marketing
discussed in these recommendations.
F. Install at least two kiosks to the downtown with a map, business listings and parking
locations. Kiosks are helpful in directing visitors/customers throughout downtown.

Rich and Associates Consulting, Inc.
Parking Consultants - Planners
www.richassoc.com

35

Town of
Davidson, NC

Comprehensive Parking Study
Final Report

G. All signs should be at a height where the sign cannot be blocked by a parked vehicle
in both on-street and off-street parking areas. Many of the on-street two hour parking
signs are too low, and cannot be seen by the driver of a vehicle.
H. One way entrance to parking lot between The Davidson Village Inn and Bonsai needs
signage that is more visible. It is unclear that that this lot is one-way. Consider
painting an arrow on the pavement at the entrance.
I. The two hour on-street parking signs should be spaced at approximately every 100ft –
120ft.
J. The Davidson College Presbyterian Church places reserved signs along Main Street
for the on-street parking. This parking is owned and operated by the Town and should
not be reserved by any private business or organization. If the church is in need of
additional parking spaces they should look to other private parking owners in the near
vicinity and work out lease agreements like other businesses in the downtown.
Davidson College owns lots within a one block walking distance.
The information that is provided in this recommendation is to show how each of the sign
types work together providing a comprehensive wayfinding system. Map 9 on page 40 details
the sign recommendations. It is recommended that the Town use a firm that specializes in
sign design to prepare the signs. Once this is completed, assistance may be required in sign
placement.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Cost: $40,000-$120,000 includes on-street, pedestrian wayfinding and vehicular
wayfinding.
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5. Marketing:
Marketing is an important and often overlooked component to a successful parking system.
Marketing initiatives should be directed towards downtown employers, employees and
customers/visitors. Materials can include direct mailings, brochures, maps, kiosks, on-line
web pages or articles in magazines, newspapers, etc.
Information contained in the marketing material should include parking locations, up-coming
changes, regulations, fine payment options and any other information relating to the parking
system. An individual’s perception of Davidson is greatly enhanced if they know ahead of
time where parking is located and what the durations are.
Davidson currently has a parking map that shows parking locations and durations both onstreet and off-street. This map can be found on the Town’s web site after clicking on the
Services tab. Finding the parking map is not user friendly. Also, the parking information can
only be found on the flyer, which unless it is printed out can be hard to read on the screen.

Davidson Downtown Parking Map
Recommendations
A. The Town’s web site should be modified to have a tab on the main page for Parking. It is
not as straight forward with the current home page. Once in the Parking section of the
web site, it is better to have the map of parking come up under a specific tab.
B. Once on the parking web site, information should be included that lists the hours and days
of enforcement, parking regulations and where to pay a ticket if one is received. There
should also be language about promoting the ”park once” concept where if someone is
coming downtown for more than one purpose, they should look to off-street parking areas
so all errands can be done without moving a vehicle.
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C. Businesses should be encouraged to have a link to the Town’s web site and parking
page. This allows customers and visitors to click the link and go directly to the parking
page and find where they can park. If valet parking is expanded, this can also be included
on the web site.
D. Create a downtown marketing flyer that lists the downtown businesses included with a
map of parking in the downtown. This can be used as a tool to market both the
downtown businesses and the parking system. An example of a parking flyer can be
found on pages 40-41.
1. It is helpful to promote the free parking in the downtown as well as the locations of
long term lots for customers and visitors who plan to spend an entire day downtown.
2. This flyer could be placed on information kiosks, handed out by downtown
businesses, parking enforcement staff and be available on the Town website along
with any downtown organization websites.
E. Develop a marketing plan to encourage alternative forms of transportation. The Town
could work with CATS on this plan. There are tax benefits available to both the employee
and employer for riding transit, walking or cycling to work as mentioned above in
marketing bicycle ridership. The IRS has a guide to commuter tax benefits,
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p15b/index.html.
F. Specific marketing initiatives can be aimed at local employers and employees that inform
them of the importance of keeping on-street parking available for customers and visitors.
An incentive program could also be used such as a drawing once a month for those
employees that are participating in the program and park in the appropriate parking
areas.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson and CATS
Cost: $2,500 for flyers and up to $4,500 for web site design with $1,000 annually for
ongoing maintenance.
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112 Auto Electric
Ada Jenkins Center
Alcoholics Anonymous
Alta Planning & Design
Andrew Steever Architecture
Appraisals Inc. of the Carolinas
Aquesta Bank
Archer’s Towing
Artisan Custom Homes
Avon
Balanced Choices Counseling
Bank of America Financial Services
Bay South Architectural Design
BB& T
Ben and Jerry’s Scoop Shop
Ben Yarborough, DDS
BK Custom Cleaners
Bonsai Grill
Boys and Girls Club of Our Towns
Bradford Mortgage Company
Brenda H. Pressley, CBM, CPA,PA
Brian Seese Family Dentistry
Brickhouse Tavern
Bucci’s Italian Ristorante
Burchfield Insurance Group
Burgess Design Studio
Bernette New York Life
Camp Dogwood
Campania Café &
Italian Gourmet Market
Carribbean Breeze Tanning Resort
Carney Insurance Nationwide
Cats on Main
Chef Charles Grill 2 Go
Christopher Kemp Accounting, PA
Classic Bride
Cocoon Salon
Community Research Center
Crouch Insurance
Custom Cleaners
CVS Pharmacy
Davidson African-American Coalition
Davidson Chiropractic Corp.
Davidson Chocolate Company, LLC
Davidson Clergy Center
Davidson Clinic
Davidson Community Players
Davidson Cornelius Day Care Center
Davidson Farmer’s Market
Davidson Furniture Clearance
Davidson Housing Coalition
Davidson Lands Conservancy
Davidson Nail Spa
Davidson Public Library Story Time
Davidson Senior Nutrition
Davidson Village Inn

DavidsonNews.net
DeWitt Crosby, Ph.D
Donato’s
Downtown Davidson Inc.
E.S. Johnson Builders
Edward Booker, Attorney
Edward Jones Investments
Elrod Custom Homes
Family Eye Care of Davidson
Fifth Third Bank
Fine Ideas LLC
Fitness Together
Fuel Pizza
Fuss & O’Neill, Inc.
Great Clips
Harris Associates
Harris Teeter
Head Start
Hoke Lumber
Home Economist
HOMECareolina
Homewood Suites by Hilton
Hospice Lake Norman
Humer Consulting Services
International Kitchen and Bath
iQmetrix
J.J. Wade Agency
Jayne’s Village Tack Shop
John Cobb Inc.
John Marshall Customer Homes, Inc.
John R. Cunningham, III PA
John W. Allen, DDS PA
Jorel Property Management
Julie Jones Team
Knox Realty Inc.
KTL Trading Resources
Lake Norman Company
Lake Norman Reality
Lake Norman Therapeutic Massage
Legal Services of Southern Piedmont
Loaves and Fishes
Lucancer Designs
Luxury Nail Salon
Main Street Books
Main Street Teleproductions
Masterworks School of the Arts
Mecklenburg County Department
of Social Services
Meredith Webb Printing
Merrill-Jennings Galleries
Michael B. Wilhite, D.M.D.
Ming’s Bistro
Monkee’s of Lake Norman
Moving on after Moving In
My Logistics
Nails Up Spa

Downtown Business Guide
Steps into the Hispanic
Community Program
Subway
Summit Coffee & Tea
The Davidson Center
The Davidson Cotton Mill, LLC
The Egg at Davidson
The Galway Company
The JJ Wade Agency
The Lawrence Group
The McIntosh Law Firm, P.C.
The Needlecraft Center
The Tutoring Center
The Village Store
The Wadsworth Group
Toast
Total Bond Veterinary Hospital
at Davidson
Ultimate Salon
United Family Services
University Eye Associates
UpSnap
Vermillion Creative Group, Inc
Village Tack Shop
Vision Capital
Wachovia
Wachovia Securities
Wade Agency
Weekday Preschool
Whistling Swan
Wilco Realty, Inc.
Willoughby 2000 PLLC
Wooden Stone
Wynes Desynes, Inc.

8:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Monday - Friday

Hours:

Police Department
Phone: 704-892-5131

216 S. Main Street
Davidson, NC 28036
Phone: 704-892-7591

The Town of Davison

For More Information:

Nrcotics Anonymous
New York Life
Norman Technologies
North Harbor Club
Nucentric Solutions Inc.
One-to-One Tutoring Program
Our Town Cinemas
Parenting Adolescents Support Group
Pilates Studio at the Lake
PostNet
Preschool-Davidson
United Methodist Church
Public Libarary
Radiant Life Fellowship
Raeford’s Barber Shop
Raeford’s Convenience Store
RDM Architecture
Restaurant X
Richard & Associates, Inc.
Roger Layman Architecture
Roger O’Connell
Insurance Agency, Inc.
Sabi Asian Bistro
Sanctuary of Davidson
Seaman Corporation
Select Physical Therapy
Separation/Divorce Support Groups
Signature Cleaners
Snap Fitness
Soda Shop
South Street Group
Southlake Counseling
St. John Cobb, Inc.
State Farm Insurance

Downtown Business Guide …

Of

216 S. Main Street
Davidson, NC 28036

Town Hall: 704-892-7591
Police:
704-892-5131

Downtown Parking
& Business Guide

The

Time limits
do not apply
on Sundays
Institution Owned

Private Owned

Customer Only

Private Parking

LEGEND

Please read signs when you park for further restrictions
such as “Compact Only”

3 Hour

2 Hour

All-Day

Public Parking

N

Road Blocks

Streets

Buildings

Other

Town of Davidson offers Free Parking
to customers and visitors of the
downtown. For customers and visitors
planning to spend the entire day
downtown, there are all-day parking
lots available.

Customer / Visitor Parking

DOWNTOWN PARKING

The Town of Davidson thanks you for
leaving the most convenient parking
spaces for customers/ visitors of the
downtown.

There are All-Day Lots provided at no
cost to employees.

Employee Parking

Map not to scale
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6. Special Events Parking Plan
The need for adequate and quality event parking will enhance visitors’ overall downtown
experience. The Town can also promote the parking areas as car-pooling resources.
A. Rich and Associates recommend that a plan be developed for parking during
special events. This plan should include a remote lot location (public school,
church, town or county owned lot) and if necessary an agreement with the lot
owner, as well as some form of shuttle service possibly arranged with the local
transit service, or schools.
1. Temporary signs should be designed to direct traffic to the location of the lot
and signs should also be developed to direct pedestrians to the event and back
to the parking areas. A marketing plan should be developed to spread the word
to the community before the special event. These measures will help alleviate
traffic directly around the special event.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Cost: To be determined.

7. Discourage the Development of Any New Private Parking Lots in the
Downtown:
A parking system works best when the parking is shared and the Municipality is in control of
50 percent or more of the available parking in the downtown. This is important because it
allows shared use parking. The Town can then manage, regulate and enforce the parking
more efficiently, keeping these costs down and benefiting the downtown economically.
Davidson falls short of this recommendation owning only 35 percent of the parking. This
number includes reserved parking that is owned by the Town which is not available for
shared use, thus dropping the percentage of available shared use parking even further.
When parking spaces are not shared they often go unused for the majority of the day.
A. In general, Rich and Associates recommends minimizing surface lots and large
breaks between buildings to promote walking in the downtown. Surface lots should
be located behind buildings or on blocks where the Municipality is not trying to create
density. People tend to walk further without complaints if the walk is pleasant,
enjoyable and engaging. Landscaping, murals, art and decorated store windows
tend to create an experience worth walking. Parking areas are important, though
large parking lots without landscaping can be viewed as unsightly, unsafe and
discourage pedestrian activity.
B. The Town should work with private parking owners to allow for public shared use of
private parking where possible. Davidson College has several lots close to the core
downtown that remain mostly unused throughout the day. The town should try
working with the college to provide downtown employee parking. A hangtag could be
used to monitor the number of non-college parkers to make sure that this parking
does not interfere with the College businesses.
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C. Davidson should entertain any proposals for a privately developed parking structure
especially if there is the possibility for a joint venture with the private entity to provide
additional publicly available parking.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson.
Cost: To be determined

8. Parking Duration/Allocation
Parking efficiency is maximized through simplicity. Long-term parking takes place in lots and
short-term parking is located on the streets near the business where it is needed the most for
customers and visitors.
Customer/Visitor parking should remain close and convenient, while employee parking
should remain toward the back of lots. It is expected that employees will walk farther;
typically 600-800 feet while a customer/visitor to the downtown will typically only walk 300500 feet to run an errand when the intent is not to shop around. This is why it is important to
educate employees to park in the appropriate spaces, leaving on-street parking as well as
parking that is near the backs of the businesses for customers.
On-Street Parking:
A. Two hour parking should be the dominant duration for on-street parking as it suits the
needs of the majority of customers and visitors. Individuals requiring more than two
hours for parking should be directed to off-street parking areas as identified in our
recommendations.
B. Fifteen minute to thirty minute parking should be located on-street for use as
customer loading and unloading spaces or very short-term parking. These parking
spaces should be situated as either the first or last space on a block face where
needed. When there are long blocks it is sometimes necessary to place the fifteen to
thirty minute parking spaces in the middle of a block face.
C. In areas where there is little or no demand for customer-visitor parking, long term onstreet parking can be used to add to the overall long-term parking supply. Long term
on-street parking is appropriate in areas that are farther away from the core shopping
district. An example of this is the on-street spaces on Watson Street between Griffith
and Depot Streets which are currently unsigned and unmarked. Adding and
maintaining on-street stall striping will indicate that these spaces are useable for
public parking.
D. Convert on-street parking from all day to two hour parking:
1. South Street, first four spaces
2. Chairman Blake Lane, three spaces closest to Main Street
3. Concord Road, both sides from Main Street to College Drive on the south side
and Faculty Drive on the north side.
4. Main Street, both sides from Concord Road to Delburg Street
5. Lorimer Rd, +/- nine spaces along the square
Map 10 on page 46 is a spatial representation of the changes that are recommended.
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Off-Street Parking:
A. The two hour parking in lots should be changed to three hour parking to
accommodate the customer/visitor wanting to spend more time in the downtown.
Consider adding six to ten three hour spaces in the lot closest to the Fire
Department, these spaces should be closest to the Knox Court walkway.
Using three hour parking should deter employees from parking in these spaces, due
to the fact that they would have to move their vehicles three times over the course of
a day. This will allow for convenient longer term parking for customers/visitors
wanting to spend more time in the downtown.
B. The lot in front of Town Hall should be changed to employee long term parking and
two hour parking. Half of the parking should be long term and half should be three
hour. The three hour parking should be located closest to the downtown businesses.
This lot is underutilized and there is a need for downtown employee parking. As new
businesses are developed around this lot there may be a need to convert the long
term parking back to three hour parking.
C. Work with the Post Office to change half of the 21 two hour parking spaces (opposite
the 18 Post Office only parking spaces) to long term parking. This parking is
underutilized and would work well for employee parking. Again the spaces closest to
Knox Court should be changed from two hour to three hour and the rest would be
long term parking.
Delivery/Commercial Loading Zones:
There is a need to address delivery and commercial loading within the downtown area.
Currently, delivery trucks double park on Main Street if they are unable to find enough space
to temporarily park their vehicle. When this happens, a delivery vehicle may block vacant
two-hour spaces which removes parking supply for the duration that they are parked or in
some cases delivery vehicles block a parked vehicle in their space.
A. Consider the possibility of creating a truck delivery loading area on the west side of
main Street that would be signed delivery trucks only in the space(s) for specific
hours in the morning (7:00 AM to 10:00 A.M. for example). The Town would have to
enact an ordinance that would not allow other vehicles in these spaces during the
specified times. It would also require businesses to schedule their deliveries to
match the time set. Finally, there would then be a need to restrict double parking for
delivery vehicles.

Compact Car Only Spaces:
There is a need to address the compact on-street parking spaces due to the confusion and
several comments from stakeholders and survey comments. These spaces are signed
compact to help the sight line to the corner for the on-street angled parking. Having a shorter
vehicle in these first spaces makes it easier to view the corner when pulling out of the angled
parking spaces.
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These signs are not obeyed even with the current signs defining a compact vehicle. The only
way to ensure that only compact vehicles park in these spaces is to constantly enforce the
spaces and educate parkers on why these spaces are signed compact.
A. Consider changing the signs to “Compact Cars Only, vehicles under five feet” or
Compact Cars Only, no Crossovers or SUVs’”. This may help clarify what type of
vehicles can park in the space.
1. There was a request that Rich and Associates look into changing the first space
to a barrier free parking space. Overall this is a good location for a barrier free
space due to proximity to the street crossing and businesses in the downtown.
The issue becomes that there may occasionally be a SUV or large van parked in
this space limiting the sight distance to the corner.
2. The first space could be converted into bicycle parking using inverted U racks.
There would be a loss of one parking space, though this would allow for up to 12
bicycle parking spaces.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Cost: Under signs recommendation.
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9. Barrier Free Parking:
As part of the parking analysis, Rich and Associates reviewed the number of barrier free
(handicap) parking stalls in Davidson. Table H is a copy of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) parking guidelines followed by Table I listing the public lots and the number of
barrier free parking stalls provided. Although the ADA guidelines do not give guidance on the
required numbers of on-street barrier free parking spaces, it is important to offer on-street
barrier free parking spaces.
A. Rich and Associates encourage the development of on-street barrier free stalls to
ensure the downtown is accessible to everyone. Generally, the number and location
of these spaces on-street should be based on where the existing off-street spaces
are located and if there have been requests by the public for additional barrier free
spaces. Locating these spaces as either the first or last space or in the middle of the
block face generally works best. Currently Davidson does not have any barrier free
parking spaces located on-street.

Table H
ADA Parking Guidelines

Total Parking
1 to 25
26 to 50
51 to 75
76 to 100
101 to 150
151 to 200
201 to 300
301 to 400
401 to 500
501 to 1000
1001 and over

Required Minimum Number of
Accessible Spaces
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
2 percent of total
20, plus 1 for each
100 over 1000

One in every six assessable spaces, but not less than one, shall be served
by an access aisle 96 in (2440 mm) wide minimum and shall be designated
“van accessible”.
Department of Justice, ADA Standards for Accessible Design, July 26, 2010
B. There are two public lots that do not meet the guidelines for ADA compliance in
providing adequate barrier free parking spaces. The Town Hall long term lot is short
one barrier free space and the public long term lot next to the Fire Department has no
barrier free parking spaces and two spaces are recommended.
C. Consider moving the barrier free parking space in the public three hour parking lot
closer to the sidewalk on Main Street. Currently this space is located in the back of
the lot and is not visible from Main Street.

Rich and Associates Consulting, Inc.
Parking Consultants - Planners
www.richassoc.com

47

Town of
Davidson, NC

Comprehensive Parking Study
Final Report

D. Along with the parking guidelines it is important to make sure that once a person is
parked they will be able to access the sidewalk from where they are parked. All
intersections should have sidewalks that are barrier free and all lots should have a
clear path of access.

Table I
Comparison of Off-Street Provided
Barrier Free Parking Spaces to Recommended
Barrier Free Parking Spaces

Lot
Town Hall 2 hr.
Town Hall Long Term
Public Long Term
Public Long Term and 2 hr
Post Office
Public Long Term
Public Long Term
Public 3 hr
Library

Block #
12/13
12/13
12/13

Total
Capacity
25
34
40

# of Barrier
Free Stalls
Required
1
2
2

# of Barrier
Free Stalls
Provided
1
1
0

Surplus/
Shortfall
~
-1
-2

12/13
12/13
12/13
12/13
12/13
10

31
37
29
20
17
10

2
2
2
1
1
1

3
2
2
1
1
1

1
~
~
~
~
~

Responsibility: The Town of Davidson
Cost: Approximately $225-275 to restripe and sign for each barrier free space.

10. Stripe all On-Street Parking Spaces:
Striping the on-street parking spaces will help customers from being blocked in due to
vehicles parking too close and parking more vehicles than should be allowed on a block
face. Also, striping and maintaining the striping will give the driver an indication that onstreet parking is allowed. This is important where there is unrestricted and unsigned onstreet parking.
A. It is recommended that Davidson stripe all of the on-street parking spaces to make
enforcement more efficient as well as making it easier for customer/visitors to park
without taking more than one space.
B. Rich and Associates recommends the following Parking Stall Requirements requiring
parallel parking, angled parking, and 90 degree parking, see Exhibit A on page 49.
C. It is also recommended that Davidson make all curb paintings consistent, such as no
parking zones, loading zones and fire zones.
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1. There are curbs that have been replaced and not repainted, both in no parking
zones and areas by fire hydrants. This makes enforcement difficult and
inconsistent.
2. The no parking areas before and after the on-street parking along Griffith Street
are confusing. It is difficult to tell the no parking area from the parking stalls due
to the color of paint and angel of the striping.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Cost: Approximately $15 - $30 per space with approximately $9,000 every 2-3 years
in maintenance.
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Exhibit A
Recommended Parking Layout Dimensions
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11. Valet Parking:
Valet parking is currently used by the Flatiron Restaurant on South Street and S. Main
Street.
A. This policy should include using public parking areas and private off-street lots as
valet parking storage and on-street spaces for vehicle drop off and pick up. The
policy should specify rental charges for on-street parking spaces used for pick-up and
drop-off by valet operators and state that the operator should only be allowed a
minimal number of on-street spaces for their operation.
B. Overall, the policy should specify valet operation standards, performance standards,
the use of and design of permissible signs, on-street parking space rental charges
and the necessary parking area lease agreements with private parking owners or
with the Town to provide the valet with evening parking privileges. Further more the
policy and agreement should specify penalties and or the revoking of the valet
operator’s license for violation of the policy regulations.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Cost: Minimal.

12. Parking Enforcement:
Parking enforcement is an important component of a parking system that is designating onstreet parking for customers and visitors. By differentiating the time limits of parking between
off and on-street parking, we are helping to ensure that customers and visitors always have
adequate and convenient parking. However, it is necessary to enforce the parking time
limits in order for the allocation to work.
A. An enforcement officer should be able to monitor between 600 and 800 parking stalls
per shift. Parking enforcement should be carried out by a parking enforcement officer
routinely from 8:00 A.M. until 5:00 P.M., five or six days per week.
1.

Actual staffing will depend on whether full or part-time enforcement officers
are utilized. Davidson has 669 parking spaces that need enforcement.
Officers should be dedicated to parking enforcement duties only during their
shift in order to ensure that proper routing and timing or stall observation is
consistent throughout the day.

2.

Routing is the pattern of the officer enforcement beat or walks. Time limited
public parking stalls should to be observed once per duration maximum or at
least two to three times daily. Specifically, a two-hour parking space should
to be observed by an officer every two hours from 8:00 A.M. until 5:00 P.M.,
five to six days per week.

B. Some communities choose part-time officers to help reduce staffing costs and in the
case of Davidson, the enforcement is done with a volunteer. It would be practical to
change to a paid position for a part-time enforcement officer to aid in ensuring that
enforcement is complete and regular.
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C. As Davidson grows and additional parking is added in the downtown it is important
that the staffing level remain adequate to cover the recommended 600-800 parking
spaces per day.
Guidelines on efficient and effective parking enforcement include:


Routing of officers so that a complete circuit is followed every two hours in the
downtown area.



Officers should use handheld parking ticket writers that track license plate numbers.



Every parking space, whether occupied or not, is then entered into the handheld.



Staffing should be at a level adequate to assign one officer to monitor up to 600 - 800
parking spaces per shift.



Parking enforcement officers should be dedicated to parking duties, only being reassigned during emergencies or special circumstances that may arise.

 Street signs should indicate that parking is enforced from 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson/Police
Cost: Approximately $35,000 annually.

13. Handheld Technology for Enforcement:
Rich and Associates recommend that Davidson purchase and begin using handheld ticket
writers to enforce parking. The handheld units increase efficiency by storing the license
plate numbers of vehicles, thus negating the need to physically chalk tires. This will allow
enforcement to occur during inclement weather, whereas marking tires with chalk cannot
be done in the rain or snow because the chalk gets washed away and does not mark well
on a wet tire.
Handhelds would allow the use of a courtesy ticket and the use of graduated fines. The
software can identify multiple infractions within a given time period and issue a ticket
accordingly. The handheld software can assist in tracking fine payment.
Handheld units can also store a “hot list” with information such as stolen vehicles, warrants,
previous offenders, and unpaid tickets. When a license plate gets put into the handheld,
the plate is run through a database. If it is an offender the handheld responds with the
appropriate information. If a vehicle needs to be booted or towed because of multiple
unpaid tickets, the information will come up on the screen of the handheld. This helps
make the entire parking system more efficient and enforcement more effective.
With the purchase of the handheld ticket writers a central computer will become necessary.
A home base needs to be set up where the handhelds can be recharged, downloaded and
updated daily with pertinent information regarding parking violations and information from
the Police Department. Finally, there will be additional software, much of which is available
with little to no modification. The software should also be used to process and file tickets.
Responsibility: Davidson/Police
Cost:

$5,000 for each handheld ticket writer with docking station and charger,
$15,000 for software (one time purchase).
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14. Parking Tickets/Courtesy Tickets:
Parking tickets or fines need to aid in collection, provide the community with a customer
friendly atmosphere and discourage improper parking. Among the best practices ticket
strategies are the use of graded fines and courtesy tickets.
Graded fines are fines for improper parking practices where the amount of the fine can be
adjusted to penalize repeat offenders with a larger fine than an occasional offender. The
goals of the graded fine are to discourage parking infractions and to aid in ticket collection
before the tickets ends up going into the court system. Handheld ticket writers are necessary
for this recommendation. See recommendation 13 for a description of the handheld ticket
writers.
A. Consider implementing graduated parking fine. This would require the Town to
establish a fine structure and implement ordinances to allow for graded fines.
A graded fine example for overtime parking:
x

1st ticket – Courtesy ticket, no financial penalty.

x

2nd ticket - $35.00, reduced to $15.00 if paid the same day.

x

All subsequent increase to $40.00, reduced to $20.00 if paid the same day.
The fine stays the same for individuals that pay their fines.

x

Accumulation of 5 or more unpaid fines. Six or more tickets are set at $60.00
each with no reductions.

x

Illegal parking infractions (such as at a fire hydrant or in a handicap parking
stall) remain the same.

The courtesy ticket concept applies to first time parking offenders. The ticket is essentially a
written warning or notice that the individual has parked beyond the posted time limit.
(Courtesy tickets only apply to overtime parking. Infractions such as illegally parking at fire
hydrants and in handicap stalls remain a standard fine.)
The courtesy ticket is usually written to thank the individual for visiting downtown Davidson,
indicate to them that they have parked improperly and then offers potential parking locations
that would better suit their needs. Then the courtesy ticket would go on to alert the parker to
the fact that they were in violation and then give the parker a map with alternatives to where
they can park for longer periods of time. Courtesy tickets are intended to allow leniency for
customers and visitors to Davidson. The tickets also work well with changes to the parking
system that may temporarily confuse parkers.
B. Consider implementing a courtesy ticket for first time offenders.
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An example of a map and explanation of
graduated fines, attached to parking tickets
(including courtesy tickets) in Fort Collins.

Responsibility: Town of Davidson/Police
Cost: Minimal for the graduated fine schedule. Cost of the courtesy ticket will be the
loss of revenue for first ticket.

15. Commuter Parking:
The decision to increase commuter parking is a policy decision for Davidson since the
demand for this type of parking can be virtually unlimited. Charlotte Area Transit System
(CATS) has identified the desire for 200-300 commuter parking-stalls to increase bus
ridership. This is more than the current demand based on the existing ridership numbers
(average day) as of April 2010:
x

Depot and Jackson (A.M. stop)

x

Watson and Griffith (P.M. stop): 16 on - 27 off

x

Sadler Square (A.M. stop): 27 on - 16 off

x

The 77X North Meck Express has 14 trips from Davidson in the morning and 15 trips
to Davidson in the afternoon.

Inbound: 14 on - 1 off
Outbound: 1 on - 13 off

Currently, Rich and Associated calculated that there is a demand for approximately 34
spaces. CATS would like to see a three percent increase in ridership yearly, though this
number could increase if parking were more convenient.
CATS have also assumed 175-200 parking spaces incorporated into the proposed parking
structure if the commuter rail station was to open in Davidson. CATS projections show
approximately 370 total trips daily or 188 riders, creating a parking demand of approximately
157 parking spaces.
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These numbers assume that the Moorseville stop will be the last stop. The number of riders
and the number of parking spaces needed could increase drastically if Davidson becomes
the last stop rather than Moorseville. The numbers are approximate and the parking spaces
will not be all needed the day the rail station opens. Much of the bus ridership would transfer
to train ridership, so some of the parking will already be available.
A. To manage the demand for commuter parking it is recommended that Davidson
begin to charge a small fee (approximately $10/month) for a commuter parking
hangtag and sign on-street parking near the Express bus stop on Griffith Street as
commuter permit parking. This will ensure places for commuter parking and help
Davidson manage the number of parking spaces needed.
1. The commuter parking permits should last for a six month period and be
available for a pro-rated price. Proof of vehicle registration would need to be
provided and the permit should be non-transferable. The fee would be at least
$60 per six months to cover printing and administration fees.
2. The money from the permits should be set aside in a parking fund to be used for
additional surface lots and maintenance of existing on-street parking spaces,
enforcement and signs.
3. As the commuter parking demand increases it would be beneficial for Davidson
and CATS to work with private parking owners making arrangements to use
underutilized parking lots for commuter parking.
Map 11 on page 54 spatially represents the on-street parking that can be converted to
commuter permit parking.
Responsibility: Davidson/CATS.
Cost: Administration of permits is minimal with costs to sign permit spaces. Potential
new parking lot $350,000 (assuming a 100 space lot).

16. Establish a Residential Permit Program (RPP):
Currently South Street is the only area that is having difficulty parking due to downtown
employees parking on street all day. One way to control parking in residential areas is to use
a Residential Permit Program (RPP) As the Town continues to develop and other residential
areas begin to have the same problems, the residential permit program can be expanded.
A. Create a residential hang-tag permit program to allow downtown residents to park onstreet during the day. The street should be signed two hour parking or residential
permit parking. The permit should be either a hangtag or dash permit that indicates
the dates of validity and made available from the Town Hall for residents. The two
hour parking would allow visitors to park without having to acquire a visitor parking
permit from Town Hall. The fee for the permits should be a nominal fee to cover
printing and administration charges.
B. The residential parking permits should be annually renewable and based on proof of
residency and vehicle registration. The fee would be at least $25 per year to cover
printing and administration fees ($25 is needed to cover the costs of the program).
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The limit on residential permits should be three. Otherwise, abuse of the system may
become a problem with residents supplying permits to downtown employees.
C. For South Street, the on-street parking south of the Stowe’s entrance on both sides
of the street should be signed two hour parking or residential permit parking. The
parking area directly across from the school should become two hour parking, no
parking 8:00 A.M. – 9:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. This area is a loading and
unloading zone for the school and would be difficult for an employee to park in due
the time constraints.
Map 11 on page 54 spatially represents the locations for establishing a RPP.

Responsibility: Town of Davidson/Police
Cost: Minimal administration and printing. Sign and enforcement costs are covered
under the sign and enforcement recommendations.

17. Create a Sinking Fund for Maintenance and Upgrades to Parking Lots:
A. Create a sinking fund for maintenance and upgrades to Town lots and begin to put
aside $25.00 per parking space per year. Based on 298 Town owned parking
spaces the set aside would be $7,450 annually.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Recommendation: Create a sinking fund for maintenance and upgrades to parking
lots.
Cost: $7,450 annually.
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18. Charging for Parking:
Generally, cities that have parking systems that are self sufficient and build a parking
structure rely upon revenue from several sources. This includes revenue from the actual
parking structure being built, revenue from existing parking structures and surface lots in the
downtown, and revenue from on-street meters.
It is difficult if not impossible to build a parking structure in a downtown and have it self
amortize without significant equity contributions such as grants, or reserve funds. This is why
pooling other parking revenue sources such as other decks, lots and on-street parking is so
important. Without parking meters, it is critical that on-street enforcement is consistent so
that people who are staying longer are parking in off-street locations and that employees are
not parking on-street.
Based on parking Best Practices it is generally agreed that on-street parking should be
reserved for customers and visitors. In areas that have little commercial activity, the on-street
spaces can have longer durations of stay allowed. There is a body of information that has
been prepared by Donald Shoop from UCLA that suggests that all on-street parking should
be metered. The rationale simply put is that on-street parking is the most sought after
parking and therefore the most valuable parking. Therefore there should be a charge for
parking that places a premium on this type of parking.
Further, it is suggested by Shoop that revenue from parking meters should be used to cover
parking operating expenses and any net revenue go back into the downtown assessment
area for things such as sidewalk cleaning, signs, lighting, banners etc. Parking revenue is
then helping to pay for the upkeep of the downtown.
Parking meters encourage turnover in a downtown, though enforcement can also work to
keep parking spaces turning over. If Davidson implements the recommendations in this
report for enforcement than meters are not necessary at this time.
A. Based on the current conditions in Davidson, Rich and Associates does not
recommend introducing on-street paid parking at this time. This issue should be reevaluated in the future. There may come a time where the demand for parking
becomes so high that it is necessary to install meters and have a paid parking system
the downtown.
Responsibility: Town of Davidson
Cost: N/A

19. Consider Using Locations Outside of the Downtown Area for Storage of
Unused Town Emergency Vehicles:
A. The Police store vehicles in the Town Hall parking lot. Consider finding locations
outside of the core downtown to locate vehicles that are not in use to free up parking
for the downtown. The additional parking and this would help provide a couple of
additional spaces for downtown employee parking.
Responsibility: Town/Police
Cost: To be determined
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20. Timing for Additional Parking Development:
Parking development in the downtown will need to be coordinated with increases in parking
demand to ensure that as development occurs, Davidson will have the ability to decide when
to consider a parking structure.
Deciding when to initiate the parking structure will depend first and foremost on financial
constraints. However, deciding when development demands warrant the parking structure is
a relatively straightforward calculation. The following is a calculation worksheet Davidson
could use as part of a decision making process to determine when additional parking is
needed. The model works using building gross floor area (existing and proposed) as the
variable in a decision making flow chart that will assist with determining when new parking
demand justifies a new parking structure.
When the proposed new development’s parking demand along with the existing parking
demand exceed the available parking (on-street and off-street) then the target capacity for
new parking is approximately 85 percent of that total. Due to the size of the downtown, it
may be possible to use the entire square footage rather than using the square footage of the
block where the new development is planned.
It is important to note that in the analysis of when a parking structure is needed, the
development of the commuter rail station will play a major factor as would any development
that would reduce the number of off-street parking spaces. This is discussed further in
recommendation 22 on page 56.
The following is an example of the model;
New Parking Threshold Calculation Worksheet
Part A: Determining Floor Area
Total Built Gross Floor Area For Entire Downtown: 1,200,000 sf
(+) Proposed New Gross Floor Area: 45,000 sf
(--) Gross Floor Area to be removed as part of redevelopment: 0 sf
(=) Total Existing and Proposed New Gross Floor Area: 1,245,000
Part B: Determining Parking Need
Total Existing and Proposed New Gross Floor Area: 1,245,000 sf
(X) 3.03 Parking Stalls Per 1,000 Square Feet: 3,773 spaces
(=) Total Parking Stalls Demanded: 3,773 spaces
(-) Existing On-Off-Street Parking: 3,650 spaces
(=) New Parking Demanded: 3,650-3,773= -123 spaces
Part C: Decision Guide
New Parking Demanded: 123 spaces
(X) 85%: 105 spaces
(=) Minimum New Parking Needed: 105 spaces
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If the Minimum New Parking Needed is equal to or greater than the optimal capacity for a
parking structure (typically 300 spaces) then consider provided structured parking. If the
Minimum New Parking Needed is less than the optimal capacity for a parking structure,
consider providing surface parking and land banking for future parking structure.
Rich and Associates has determined from the results of the turnover and occupancy study
and the analysis of current land use occupancy that there is currently an adequate number of
parking spaces. As development continues and as parking lots are used for new
developments the parking situation will quickly change making it important to plan ahead for a
parking structure.

21. Funding Options for Operational Improvements and Additional Parking:
Unfortunately, there are no magic answers for the financing of a parking structure or of any
parking improvements for that matter. Where there is a charge for on and off-street parking,
parking revenues can be used to pay for parking improvements. In general this requires the
pooling of revenues from all parking areas and fines if possible. As identified in this report,
the Town would be at a competitive disadvantage to charge for on-street parking and
probably for off-street parking as well.
A parking fund should be created and the revenue from parking tickets and the
recommended commuter parking permits (recommendation 17) should go directly to a
parking fund. The money collected from the voluntary in-lieu of parking fee should also go to
the parking fund. This fund should be used to pay for expenses and improvements such as
those recommended in this report.
In the case of Davidson, there is currently little or no opportunity to collect parking revenue.
This generally leaves funding the improvements or creation of additional parking up to the
Town’s general fund; local, State or Federal grants; private developer, public/private
partnership or special assessment districts.
A. Davidson should look for opportunities such as projects where a developer is going to
build parking as part of their development (more than likely a parking structure) and
then fund the construction of additional public parking as part of the development.
This will spread some of the fixed costs over more spaces thus making the additional
parking more economical.
1. Cities have also used a combination of general fund, fee-in-lieu payments,
TIF and special assessment districts to pay the debt service and operating
expenses. In some communities the operating expenses are paid for by an
assessment and the debt service from general fund and other sources.
Today in general, there are few Federal or State grants for parking structures
unless they are associated with a transit project.

22. Parking for the Current and Future Conditions:
Rich and Associates recommends that Davidson provide sufficient parking to handle
customer/visitor and employee parking needs to satisfy the most consistent parking
demand level. While there are certain times where events in the downtown create a
parking demand that will exceed existing parking supply, it is not best practice to build
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additional parking for these times. Instead, it is recommended that a special events plan
be prepared that utilizes both public and private parking (see recommendation 6).
In the study area there is an overall surplus of 482 parking spaces (Map 6, pg.22) on an
average day. The surplus is consistent with the results of the occupancy analysis. However,
block 12/13 has a calculated deficit of -91 spaces and includes the projected parking demand
(36 spaces) from the Mooney’s Corner development.
We have projected that the overall surplus reduces from 482 spaces to +/- 164 spaces in five
years with the following.
x

Express Commuter ridership increasing from 41 to 51 which affects block 2.

x

On block 3 a potential new development with 30,000 sf of retail, 50,000 of office and
75 residential units.

x

On block 7, four of the 10 vacant residential units occupied.

x

On blocks 7, 8 and 12/13 the existing vacant space is 40 percent reoccupied.

In the ten year projection, the surplus of 164 spaces becomes a surplus of +/-19 spaces
based on the following.
x

The commuter rail line opens up with a projected demand for 157 spaces.

x

On blocks 7, 8 and 12/13 the existing vacant space is now 80 percent reoccupied
from 40 percent in the five year projection.

Based on the five year future, blocks 3 and 12/13 have the largest deficits. Most if not all of
these deficits can be satisfied with changes to surface parking areas such as creating more
surface parking on block 3 and possibly block 2 and expanding the Town’s two surface lots
as described below.
Rich and Associates recommend that Davidson should proceed with a plan to provide
additional parking in the future for the average demand periods. There are three options.
1. Do Nothing Option
While this is an option for Davidson, selecting this option will severely limit the development
potential in the core downtown in the future and will affect the types of businesses that are
currently downtown as well as how the downtown currently functions. This is especially true
for the redevelopment sites.
In Davidson, there are differences in parking demand during the daytime and again in the
evening. There are also differences in parking demand when Davidson College is in session,
during seasonal events like Christmas in Davidson, the Halloween March, and on weekends
for Farmers Market. These different demand periods create the potential for “shared use”.
Shared use comes into play when there are different land uses in a downtown that have
different peak parking needs at different times of the day.
A. In order to use “shared use” to its fullest however, the majority of the parking supply
needs to be public parking. Rich and Associates has established as a Best Practice
that a City should control at least 50 percent of the parking. Because Davidson
controls only 35 percent of the parking supply in the downtown, there is not a large
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opportunity for shared use parking to occur. One way to increase the “publically
provided” parking is to enter into agreement with private parking lot owners. This is
discussed in the next option.
B. Even with the recommended policy changes such as; increased enforcement,
reallocation of parking, and agreements with private parking owners, this will not be
sufficient to increase the availability of parking in the downtown when and where it is
needed. Therefore, Rich and Associates does not recommend the “do nothing”
option.
2. Provide New Surface Public Parking
Another option for adding additional spaces to the downtown is to redesign existing surface
parking lots to gain more spaces or to develop additional surface parking on vacant or
underutilized property. An overreliance on surface parking, however, limits opportunities for
development and for increasing the commercial and residential density in the downtown core.
Also, where surface lots front streets and pedestrian pathways, they create breaks in the
streetscape that are detrimental to pedestrian activity and can be a perceptual issue for
pedestrians.
A. Rich and Associates analyzed the potential for redesign of existing Town parking
areas and determined that there are opportunities for adding additional parking
spaces. The two Town owned lots off Jackson Street can be redesigned as one lot
creating an additional 24 to 32 spaces depending on the final design. This does not
take into account the landscaping ordinance. This new layout will require the removal
of several trees and will also require the relocation of the dumpster enclosure in the
lot.
B. Rich and Associates also looked at other areas for parking lot development. This
included property on block 3 and block 2. The property considered for parking lots
on these blocks is privately owned. If parking lots could be developed on these
blocks though, they would be targeted for employee parking since the sites are
more than a block walk to the core downtown and would not be suitable for
customer/visitor parking. These sites could also be land banked as future parking
structure sites. The sites are shown on Map 12 on page 65.
1. Excluding property acquisition costs and any environmental and site work,
a typical parking lot can be built for between $2,500 and $3,500 per space.
A parking lot on block 3 could cover existing open land that can’t be used
for anything else unless there is extensive environmental remediation. A
specific site was not identified on block 2. Either of these blocks would
also offer surface parking for the future commuter rail station that is
planned for Downtown Davidson.
C. In the near term, the Town could work with the Davidson Presbyterian Church on
the corner of Depot and Jackson to use the church lot as a commuter lot during the
week. This would require the Town to make improvements to the lot.
D. As mentioned in the “do nothing” option, Davidson should look at negotiating
agreements with private parking owners whose lots during the day or evenings
have available parking spaces. Davidson would agree to clean and insure the
parking area and then market this parking for customer and visitors if the parking
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area is within a reasonable walking distance or for employees if the parking area is
farther from the core downtown. As part of the marketing program, the Town would
include these private/public parking areas in their website as part of the public
parking supply and they would also be responsible for signing the parking areas as
well.
3. Structured Parking
In the long term, we recommend that Davidson should develop a parking structure to address
parking deficiencies and to promote downtown development. The Town needs to be looking
forward and begin the process of developing a parking structure plan to address its long-term
parking needs. The process of actual planning, design and construction can take from 18 to
24 months so starting a dialogue and identification of possible sites and funding strategies
now is appropriate.
In the stakeholder interviews, Rich and Associates heard about potential redevelopment and
re-occupancy in the core downtown. One issue that came up often was available parking. It
may be difficult to re-occupy buildings, redevelop properties to more appropriate land uses
and density consistent with the long term goals of the downtown without an identifiable
parking supply. Having a plan that the Town can show property owners, stakeholders and
potential developers is important to promote growth and maintain stability within the
downtown.
Many communities are viewing parking as an economic development tool and as an incentive
to bring development into the downtown. The key question for Davidson is whether the Town
should preemptively plan, design and construct a new parking structure before the demand
increases, or wait until there is a greater demand for parking that exceeds the parking supply.
The benefit of building additional parking ahead of increasing demand for parking is the ability
to quickly promote Davidson to potential and desirable commercial interests, who may
otherwise locate elsewhere. Specifically, the Town could better control a mixture of uses,
create a dense walkable downtown, thus allowing more shared use parking.
Additionally, the ability to provide parking without major disruptions to the Town’s existing
parking system can also be achieved if there is enough parking supply to accommodate the
temporary loss of parking. This is especially important because some of the potential parking
structure sites contain an existing surface parking lot, which would be closed during the
construction period.
The cons of building parking ahead of an increase in demand include the outlay of capital
based on assumed or projected parking need. Currently, there is no a need for a parking
structure, though if another development such as Mooney’s Corner is planned the Town
should seriously consider a parking structure. Additionally, if the Commuter Rail station
occurs in the downtown as projected, this will trigger the need for a parking structure.
A. Rich and Associates identified potential sites for a parking structure as a part if this
analysis. The following is a review of the various sites.
Block 2: The Sadler Square parking lot which is located at the corner of Griffith and
Watson Streets or other property currently available on Watson and Depot Streets is a
potential site. Possible sites on this block could provide surface or structured parking for
longer stay parking and for Commuter Rail parking. In addition, any additional parking on
this block could be used for event parking.
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It is doubtful a parking structure could be developed on the Sadler Square parking lot
since it would effectively hide the building and businesses, would potentially limit delivery
trucks, and the existing on-grade spaces would have to be replaced within the parking
structure.
The impact of replacing existing on-grade spaces is on the net add and cost per net
added parking space. If, for example, 300 additional spaces are needed but the existing
site has 100 spaces on it, the parking structure that is built must have a capacity of 400
spaces to net add 300 spaces. The overall project costs reflect 400 spaces, but the cost
per added parking space is based on 300 spaces resulting in a higher cost per net added
space.
Block 3: The existing parking areas or undeveloped area at Metrolina at the corner of
Jackson and Depot Streets are a possible site. Since areas of this block have
environmental issues, the only area that might accommodate a parking structure is on the
existing surface lots and building footprints. Additional parking on this block could be
used by Commuter Rail parkers, employees in the downtown and tenants and visitors to
a development in the building on the block.
Block 12/13: The Town lots off Jackson just north of the Fire Department could be
developed as a parking structure. A parking structure on this site would provide a prime
location for customer/visitor parking, especially as the proposed marketing program as
recommended in this report puts emphasis on signage and wayfinding to promote
parking off of Jackson Street for short term parking. The downside to this site is that the
existing parking would have to be replaced in the parking structure.
There has been discussion of a potential development on this site that would also include
a parking a structure. It would be crucial that any plans for a development on this site not
only replace surface parking lost to a building on this site and the new parking demand
but that it also provide additional publically parking to accommodate existing and future
parking demand.
Block 12/13: This site consists of the Post Office and its parking lots with the potential of
a new post office included in the parking structure on the ground floor. This site has
positive aspects to it similar to the site referenced above. Another positive aspect of this
site is that there is the potential to relocate the post office in the ground floor of a potential
parking structure. On the negative side, the site is not owned by the Town and the
existing parking would have to be replaced in the parking structure.
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Preliminary Site/Design Analysis
Criteria for Site Considerations and Design
Selecting a site for a parking structure on blocks in the downtown must take into account the
potential for development and redevelopment on the blocks surrounding each potential site.
In addition, there are minimum site dimensions that are required for an efficient parking
structure design. The general site considerations are;
Two Module Flat Floor/Sloped Floor Design
1. To design a flat floor/sloped floor parking structure the optimal site length exclusive of
setbacks, is +/- 300 feet and a width of +/- 125 feet for a two module layout (see
Diagram 1 on the following page).
2. A flat floor/sloped floor system allows one long dimension elevation to be flat and can
maximize occupied space on the ground floor. Only the ends of the building will be
flat.
3. In general, the flat floor/sloped floor layout is the most efficient layout as measured by
square foot per parking space.
4. This layout can accommodate an occupied use for the ground floor on one side (the
flat floor side of the parking structure.
Diagram 1
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Sloped Floor Design
1. To design a sloped floor/sloped floor parking structure the optimal site length exclusive
of setbacks is +/- 200 feet and a width of +/- 125 feet for a two module layout (see
Diagram 2 below).
2. A sloped floor/sloped floor parking structure will have no flat facades on the long
dimension and only the ends of the building will be flat.
3. In general, the sloped floor/sloped floor layout is an efficient layout as measured by
square foot per parking space (generally not as efficient as the flat floor/sloped floor
layout though).
Diagram 2
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Table Top Parking
1.

Another option is a table top parking structure. This structure type generally does
not have a ramp from the ground floor to the second floor and is good for sites that
are sloping.

2.

Though Diagram 3 shows a table top deck on a half block site, it can be designed
for a quarter block site as well.

Diagram 3

Other Parking Structure Options
1. Other site dimensions are possible, especially if they are incorporated with a building,
though their efficiency will be less than either the flat floor/sloped floor or the sloped
floor/sloped floor layout.
2. There are other parking structure layouts that involve more than two modules. One of
these is the all flat floor with an express ramp. This can only be done with a site that is
+/- 188 feet wide and ideally at least 300 feet long exclusive of setbacks (see diagram 4
on the following page).
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Diagram 4

3. Underground parking structures, especially those below a building will generally be less
efficient than any other type of parking facility (more square feet per parking space) and
the construction costs are at least 150 percent of an above grade parking structure.
Additionally, an underground parking structure will have higher operating costs due to
mechanical ventilation and additional lighting that needs to run more hours of the day.
4. In general, both an underground and above grade parking structure with another building
type above it will require fire suppression (sprinklers), which adds to the overall
construction and operating costs.
5. To incorporate ground floor commercial/retail or office there needs to be +/- eight to nine
feet of clear head room which translates into a finished floor of +/- 12 feet for the first
finished floor. This can be done easiest in a flat floor/sloped floor scheme.
Other site and design criteria are:
x

Distance from key intersections (ingress/egress considerations…stacking of
vehicles).

x

Traffic flow on adjacent streets.
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x

Distance from key intersections with respect to demand generators. Plan on no
more than +/- 350 foot walk from parking to destination.

x

How the parking structure will fit into surrounding context respects Historic
Character of downtown, won’t overwhelm existing development maintains “small
town” charm.

Parking Design Options for Sites Identified
Rich and Associates prepared initial site analysis on potential parking structures on block
12/13 and block 2. For either of the sites on block 12/13 a three module parking structure
was possible with a capacity of approximately 100 spaces per floor. For block 2 we assumed
a site dimension that would accommodate a two module flat floor/sloped floor parking
structure with approximately 120 spaces per floor. For block 3 we have not assumed a
parking structure layout because it was not possible to determine what site may be available
until a development plan is put forth.
For all the sites, traffic flow on the adjacent streets may be an issue with respect to the
location of the ingress and egress locations. This impacts the location of the entry and exit
portals into the parking structure which need to be placed such that they work with the
topography and the sloping of the floors.

Green Design
Green design elements can be included in the design and construction of a concrete parking
structure. In the plan, the amount of pervious land area will be increased by the landscape
areas that will be added and that storm water will be held. Another element that meets the
green design principles is that we are adding several hundred parking spaces under cover
and therefore they are not on surface lots that reflect solar light. Consideration for the top
level of the parking structure would be a reflective surface (high albedo level) which do not
absorb as much solar radiation.
From a construction standpoint, the use of recycled materials is a principle of green buildings.
For the concrete part of the building, which is the majority of a parking structure, there can be
concrete add mixtures such as fly ash, silica fume and slag cement. These are all
considered post-industrial recycled material. Rebar, which is generally from recycled steel, is
also considered recycled material.
Finally, there is the use of regional materials which supports local industries and reduces
transportation distances. Generally, the requirement is that a minimum of 20 percent of the
materials are manufactured regionally, within 500 miles. This can also assume landscaping
and the use of native planting material to screen the parking structure or on the face or roof of
the structure which will help reduce solar heat.
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User Groups and Requirements
The parking structure should be planned for several user groups: customers/visitors of the
downtown, employees and specifically for reoccupied vacancy, and infill development that will
occur with in downtown.
Parking structure should be user friendly to include:
Lighting
x Light levels on parking floors have a minimum of six foot candles.
x Light levels at vertical cores and at entry and exit have a minimum of 20 foot
candles.
x Lighting on the roof level must take into account lighting affects on surrounding
buildings.
x Lighting spill over from parking floors must also be considered.
x Type of lighting is not specified.
Safety and Security
x At a minimum, the parking structure should be wired to accept CCTV if the system
is not installed up front.
x The parking structure and site design should take the principles of CPTED (Crime
Prevention Through Environmental Design) into account.
x Limit hiding places in parking structure.
x Use glass elevator cabs, shafts and glass enclosed stairways.
x Use landscape that will not conceal a person.
x Appropriate outdoor/indoor lighting, and
x Make wayfinding easy.
Parking Operations
x It was determined that customer/visitor paid parking is not appropriate at this time in
Davidson. With a parking structure though there are several options though if
customer/visitor paid parking is initiated. The best option would be to use a pay by
space machine. This would require that every space be numbered and that the
parker would go to a machine and enter their stall number and then the amount of
time they wished to stay. Payment could be by coin, paper bills, credit card, debit
card and smart card.
x Permit or monthly parkers would have a sticker or other way of alerting the
enforcement officer that they are a permit parker.
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Facade and Massing
x The facade should not look like a typical gray concrete parking structure.
x Glass should be used for the stair and elevator towers consistent with Safety and
Security discussed above. Mullions should be provided in the windows to give the
parking structure an “office/retail” building look.
x At a minimum, brick or pre cast concrete material resembling stone should be
incorporated into the stair and elevator towers.
x Several examples of facades that address these issues are shown below.

Rich and Associates Consulting, Inc.
Parking Consultants - Planners
www.richassoc.com

72

Town of
Davidson, NC

Rich and Associates Consulting, Inc.
Parking Consultants - Planners
www.richassoc.com

Comprehensive Parking Study
Final Report

73

Town of
Davidson, NC

Comprehensive Parking Study
Final Report

Issues Related to Construction Period
Interim Parking
Regardless of when the construction period occurs, there may be a temporary loss of parking
on any of the blocks that were identified as possible sites. When the Town decides to
proceed with a parking structure, they will need to address the issues of temporary parking.
There should be specific plans developed on using existing parking locations for interim
overflow temporary parking. It would be premature to identify a location(s) now. There are
several issues to be considered with the temporary parking.
x Employee Parking: This group will be the easiest to handle from a logistics and
location standpoint. Since an employee is a re-occurring parker, we are not as
concerned about temporary signage. The parking locations can be further away than
a visitor/customer location. This may require a shuttle. Additionally, the ability to
communicate with the employee is easier than with a customer/visitor.
x Visitor/Customer Parking: Visitor/customer parking is more difficult to handle. These
parkers may not be frequent parkers, thus signage must be used. Where temporary
visitor/customer parking will be located is important. If the parking area is remote, a
shuttle will have to be incorporated, though we would prefer not to use the shuttle. A
marketing plan should also be developed for customers and visitors.

Access During Construction
Questions may come up regarding access and loading/unloading during construction for at
least any of the sites on block 12/13. Specific issues will need to be addresses prior to
construction. This will require language written into the specifications for the contractors.
Temporary signage may be needed for example. Information on construction should be put
in the monthly newsletter.

Effects of Construction
There are several issues with the construction of the parking structure:
Noise: While noise is a factor during construction, it should be written into the specifications
specific times when construction may occur i.e. not before 8:00 a.m. and not after 5:00 p.m.
Dust and Dirt: This may also be a problem during construction. The specifications should
contain requirements for debris removal, dust mitigation and general maintenance of the site.
Safety: The construction will be fenced in. Storage of materials will be in a fenced-in area.
Damage to Surrounding Buildings: During the normal construction process there is the
possibility of vibration damage. Buildings with basements should be photographed both
inside and outside walls of all buildings should be included.
In general, the contractor will be required to present a plan to address these issues. Also,
there will be the issue of truck access to the site and lay-down area for materials. The
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proposed method of construction is pre-cast concrete which will require delivery of the
material on flat bed trailers, but generally the material is delivered and then erected the same
day.

Monthly Newsletter
Rich and Associates strongly recommend that a newsletter be sent out each month during
the design and construction phases. During the design phase, planning for the structure may
be highlighted, including the issues discussed above (temporary parking, access and effects
from construction). During construction, the newsletter should discuss schedule, closures
and general progress of the project.
During construction, you may also want to hold monthly meetings to discuss progress and
any specific problems. Area businesses, residents and property owners should be on the
mailing list.

Project Delivery Methods
There are three possible project delivery methods for the design and construction of the
proposed parking structure; conventional design/bid, design build and construction
management. Each delivery method has certain positive and negative aspects.
Conventional Design/Bid
Conventional design/bid starts with the Davidson retaining a design firm to design the facility.
The project would then be bid out after the design process. It is assumed that the Town
would manage the project or retain a person or firm to fulfill that responsibility.
The positive aspects of the design/bid process are that the town controls the design process
during all stages and that the architect/engineer works for the town and not the contractor.
However design/bid can involve more time during design, more effort on the part of the Town
to manage the process, and the costs are not known until the time of bidding.
Design/Build
Design/build is a process where the Town would retain a design firm to prepare a set of
bridging documents, including design and specification information. The Town would then
issue the bidding documents to design/build contractor teams consisting of a general
contractor and architect. The successful design build team would complete the working
drawings and construction based on a guaranteed maximum price.
The design/build process can potentially result in a lower overall cost for the project and
compressed schedule. The Town should retain the firm that prepared the bridging documents
to review the bids, review the design (so that it conforms to the performance specifications)
and review the project during construction.
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Alternative Delivery
The Town could decide to retain a construction manager at the beginning of the design
phase. The role of the construction manager is to provide pre-construction services, cost
estimating during the design phase, and value engineering.
Working with the design team and the Town, the construction manager would recommend
bidding packages, bid the project and then manage the construction process. The
construction manager may also provide a guaranteed maximum price for the project similar to
a design build project. This would be termed an “at risk” construction management contract.

Possible Project Schedule
Rich and Associates prepared a preliminary schedule (shown below) for the design and
construction of the parking structure. The schedule does not include the time that may be
required to present and obtain approvals from the property owners or for finding alternate
financing sources. The schedule assumes a design/bid scenario.
The next step in the process is to complete a preliminary design for a parking structure based
on the work completed in this study. This would require an accurate, up-to-date survey and
topography of the site, including any underground utilities. The purpose of this step is to
confirm the parking structure footprint, layout and cost estimate. A geotechnical study will
also need to be done to establish soil conditions and foundation type. Finally, a Phase 1
environmental study may be required.
The preliminary design process including all of the studies referenced above may take from
six to 12 weeks. During this time, the facade needs to be finalized and then submitted to the
Town. The review by the Town could occur during the Design Development phase.
The next steps are design related and depend on the delivery system. In general, design
development would take six weeks and construction documents six more weeks. Bidding
would be approximately six weeks and construction (which would vary by site, size, etc.) and
could run approximately 42 weeks

Potential Project Schedule
A. Complete Schematic Design

Weeks 1 to 12

B. Complete Design Development

Weeks 13 to 17

C. Complete Construction Documents

Weeks 18 to 25

D. Bidding

Weeks 26 to 30

a. Pre-bid Conference

Week 27

b. Bids Due

Week 30

E. Award Of Bid*

Weeks 31

F. Construction

Weeks 32 to 74

* Does not include time for issuance of building permit.
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Project and Finance Costs
Rich and Associates prepared Project and Finance Costs for a proposed 300 space parking
structure. The “bricks and mortar” construction costs were estimated at $18,000 per parking
space and assumed 2011 dollars. This cost does not take into account the fact that there
would be additional costs associated with occupied space in the parking structure if it were
included as part of the program and design. Additionally, the costs assume a façade with the
use of quarter brick in the panel.
The Project and Finance Costs assumed financing rates based on tax exempt financing using
a 5.5 percent interest rate and a 20 year amortization period. We did not assume any equity
in the form of grants that the Town may get to build the parking structure and we also
assumed a general obligation bond.
The estimated annual debt service for a 300 space parking structure is estimated to be
$581,000. Added to this would be the operating costs which would be approximately $45,000
the first year assuming that there is either no charge for hourly parking. If there is a charge for
parking a pay-by-space machine should be used to collect revenue. This would only add
about $8,000 to the operating expenses (not including enforcement).
The following is a detailed explanation of the Project and Finance estimates for Figures 1
1.

Construction Costs: The construction costs are based on a pre-cast design. The
construction costs did not include an estimate for demolition costs assuming that
there were buildings on the site.

2.

Professional Fees: These are the design fees and reimbursed expenses. It
assumes a conventional design/bid scenario and was estimated at 6 percent of the
construction costs.

3.

Insurance: The Town would purchase a builders risk policy but the other
insurance would be part of the construction contract.

4.

Legal and Accounting: The legal and accounting costs for the Town for work
done on the contracts and then work during the course of construction.

5.

Geo-Tech and Survey: Fees for a site survey including topography of the site and
soil borings and geotechnical report on foundations.

6.

Permits and Inspection Fees: These are fee not included in the construction cost
in line 1.

7.

Contingency: Rich and Associates has used a 10% contingency for the design
and the construction to cover cost issues.

8.

Land Costs: There was no land costs estimated at this time.

9.

Equity: There was no equity assumed.

10. Project Costs to be Financed: Project costs represent the construction hard and
soft costs.
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11. Finance Term: The term of the bond is 20 years. A longer amortization schedule
is also possible.
12. Interest Rate: Based on an un-rated bond issue with no insurance and rates as of
the fourth quarter of 2010 we assumed 5.5 percent. The interest rate assumed a
general obligation type bond issue.
13. Term of Construction: The construction period is estimated at 10 months. This
depends on the time of year that the project is started and site availability for laydown for example.
14. Interest During Construction: All bond proceeds are received up front and draws
are made on these funds to pay for construction. This represents capitalized
interest for the term of construction.
15. Interest Income: The bond proceeds are put into an interest bearing account and
generates interest income that is used to offset costs.
16. Legal and Accounting Fees: These are the legal fees and accounting fees of the
bond issuer.
17. Debt Service Reserve: No debt service was assumed.
18. Financing Fees: These are the points paid to the bond underwriter.
19. Cost of Issuance: These are expenses such as printing of offering/official
statements.
20. Total Financing Costs: Total soft costs for financing
21. Addition of the Project Costs: from line 10.
22. Total Amount of Bonds: Total of lines 20 and 21.
23. Debt Service: The annual principal and interest payment assuming a level
payment each year.
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APPENDIX B

Davidson, NC
Occupancy Saturday October 30, 2010
Block/
Face

Description

# of
8:30 am
Spaces

%
Occ.

9:30 am

%
Occ.

10:30 am

8
0
0%
2
25%
4
3
Unmarked Corner lot
4B
On-Street no time limit
16
9
56%
16
100%
12
6B
On-Street no time limit
12
1
8%
2
17%
1
9
Stowe's Private Lot
24
4
17%
7
29%
9
9B
On-Street no time limit
4
1
25%
4
100%
2
9B
On-Street no time limit
11
4
36%
4
36%
4
10A
On-Street no time limit
5
2
40%
4
80%
4
10D
On-Street no time limit
11
1
9%
1
9%
5
11
CVS parking lot
32
14
44%
19
59%
36
11A
On-Street
6
2
33%
5
83%
4
11C
On-Street no time limit
3
2
67%
3
100%
3
11C
On-Street no time limit
5
3
60%
4
80%
4
11D
On-Street 2hr
33
32
97%
33
100%
33
11
Library Public Lot
11
1
9%
9
82%
11
11
Library Employee
3
0
0%
1
33%
1
9
2
22%
2
22%
0
12/13
Dance Lot
12/13
Public 3hr Lot
18
18
100%
17
94%
18
12/13
Town Hall 2 hr Lot
26
10
38%
18
69%
24
31
17
55%
26
84%
21
12/13
Public Long Term/2 hr lot
12/13 Farmers Market Lot (only 24 available*)
24
23
96%
24
100%
24
28
11
39%
16
57%
18
12/13
Town Hall/Police Lot
12/13
Police Only
7
4
57%
3
43%
4
12/13
Public Lot off Depot
21
19
90%
14
67%
20
12/13
Public lot behind Inn
31
15
48%
24
77%
24
12/13
Post Office Lot reserved
18
20
111%
10
56%
10
12/13
Post Office Lot 2hr
21
5
24%
19
90%
19
12/13
Insurance Lot private
5
0
0%
1
20%
0
12/13A
On-Street 2hr
13
1
8%
4
31%
5
12/13B
On-Street 2hr
10
10
100%
10
100%
9
12/13B
On-Street 2hr
13
13
100%
13
100%
13
14
College IT Lot private
42
2
5%
3
7%
2
14B
On-Street no time limit
18
10
56%
17
94%
18
17D
On-Street 2hr
9
4
44%
5
56%
7
17D
On-Street no time limit
14
1
7%
5
36%
8
18C
On-Street no time limit
9
3
33%
6
67%
6
19C
On-Street no time limit
19
11
58%
13
68%
17
20C
On-Street no time limit
8
0
0%
1
13%
7
On-Street no time limit
14
0
0%
7
50%
12
21A
22A
On-Street no time limit
17
7
41%
12
71%
13
22D
On-Street no time limit
9
1
11%
4
44%
8
Totals
618
283
388
63%
440
46%
*Farmers market it set up on approximately 1/2 of the parking lot leaving 24 available parking spaces.

%
Occ.

11:30 am

%
Occ.

12:30 am

%
Occ.

50%
75%
8%
38%
50%
36%
80%
45%
113%
67%
100%
80%
100%
100%
33%
0%
100%
92%
68%
100%
64%
57%
95%
77%
56%
90%
0%
38%
90%
100%
5%
100%
78%
57%
67%
89%
88%
86%
76%
89%
71%

8
14
2
9
4
2
4
6
24
6
3
4
33
9
1
0
12
24
20
23
15
5
18
26
10
20
0
10
9
13
5
18
9
14
8
18
10
13
14
9
452

100%
88%
17%
38%
100%
18%
80%
55%
75%
100%
100%
80%
100%
82%
33%
0%
67%
92%
65%
96%
54%
71%
86%
84%
56%
95%
0%
77%
90%
100%
12%
100%
100%
100%
89%
95%
125%
93%
82%
100%
73%

10
6
1
16
4
3
4
7
22
4
3
4
33
8
1
0
12
13
16
10
15
4
18
28
3
18
0
10
10
13
5
17
9
11
8
14
14
10
15
4
403

125%
38%
8%
67%
100%
27%
80%
64%
69%
67%
100%
80%
100%
73%
33%
0%
67%
50%
52%
42%
54%
57%
86%
90%
17%
86%
0%
77%
100%
100%
12%
94%
100%
79%
89%
74%
175%
71%
88%
44%
65%

APPENDIX B

Davidson, NC
Occupancy Saturday October 30, 2010
Block/
Face

Description

# of
8:30 am
Spaces

%
Occ.

9:30 am

%
Occ.

10:30 am

8
0
0%
2
25%
4
3
Unmarked Corner lot
4B
On-Street no time limit
16
9
56%
16
100%
12
6B
On-Street no time limit
12
1
8%
2
17%
1
9
Stowe's Private Lot
24
4
17%
7
29%
9
9B
On-Street no time limit
4
1
25%
4
100%
2
9B
On-Street no time limit
11
4
36%
4
36%
4
10A
On-Street no time limit
5
2
40%
4
80%
4
10D
On-Street no time limit
11
1
9%
1
9%
5
11
CVS parking lot
32
14
44%
19
59%
36
11A
On-Street
6
2
33%
5
83%
4
11C
On-Street no time limit
3
2
67%
3
100%
3
11C
On-Street no time limit
5
3
60%
4
80%
4
11D
On-Street 2hr
33
32
97%
33
100%
33
11
Library Public Lot
11
1
9%
9
82%
11
11
Library Employee
3
0
0%
1
33%
1
9
2
22%
2
22%
0
12/13
Dance Lot
12/13
Public 3hr Lot
18
18
100%
17
94%
18
12/13
Town Hall 2 hr Lot
26
10
38%
18
69%
24
31
17
55%
26
84%
21
12/13
Public Long Term/2 hr lot
12/13 Farmers Market Lot (only 24 available*)
24
23
96%
24
100%
24
28
11
39%
16
57%
18
12/13
Town Hall/Police Lot
12/13
Police Only
7
4
57%
3
43%
4
12/13
Public Lot off Depot
21
19
90%
14
67%
20
12/13
Public lot behind Inn
31
15
48%
24
77%
24
12/13
Post Office Lot reserved
18
20
111%
10
56%
10
12/13
Post Office Lot 2hr
21
5
24%
19
90%
19
12/13
Insurance Lot private
5
0
0%
1
20%
0
12/13A
On-Street 2hr
13
1
8%
4
31%
5
12/13B
On-Street 2hr
10
10
100%
10
100%
9
12/13B
On-Street 2hr
13
13
100%
13
100%
13
14
College IT Lot private
42
2
5%
3
7%
2
14B
On-Street no time limit
18
10
56%
17
94%
18
17D
On-Street 2hr
9
4
44%
5
56%
7
17D
On-Street no time limit
14
1
7%
5
36%
8
18C
On-Street no time limit
9
3
33%
6
67%
6
19C
On-Street no time limit
19
11
58%
13
68%
17
20C
On-Street no time limit
8
0
0%
1
13%
7
On-Street no time limit
14
0
0%
7
50%
12
21A
22A
On-Street no time limit
17
7
41%
12
71%
13
22D
On-Street no time limit
9
1
11%
4
44%
8
Totals
618
283
388
63%
440
46%
*Farmers market it set up on approximately 1/2 of the parking lot leaving 24 available parking spaces.

%
Occ.

11:30 am

%
Occ.

12:30 am

%
Occ.

50%
75%
8%
38%
50%
36%
80%
45%
113%
67%
100%
80%
100%
100%
33%
0%
100%
92%
68%
100%
64%
57%
95%
77%
56%
90%
0%
38%
90%
100%
5%
100%
78%
57%
67%
89%
88%
86%
76%
89%
71%

8
14
2
9
4
2
4
6
24
6
3
4
33
9
1
0
12
24
20
23
15
5
18
26
10
20
0
10
9
13
5
18
9
14
8
18
10
13
14
9
452

100%
88%
17%
38%
100%
18%
80%
55%
75%
100%
100%
80%
100%
82%
33%
0%
67%
92%
65%
96%
54%
71%
86%
84%
56%
95%
0%
77%
90%
100%
12%
100%
100%
100%
89%
95%
125%
93%
82%
100%
73%

10
6
1
16
4
3
4
7
22
4
3
4
33
8
1
0
12
13
16
10
15
4
18
28
3
18
0
10
10
13
5
17
9
11
8
14
14
10
15
4
403

125%
38%
8%
67%
100%
27%
80%
64%
69%
67%
100%
80%
100%
73%
33%
0%
67%
50%
52%
42%
54%
57%
86%
90%
17%
86%
0%
77%
100%
100%
12%
94%
100%
79%
89%
74%
175%
71%
88%
44%
65%

APPENDIX C

Davidson Business Operator Parking Survey

1. Business Name

Response
Count
22
answered question

22

skipped question

1

2. Business Address

Response
Count
22

1 of 20

answered question

22

skipped question

1

APPENDIX C

3. Type of business

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Office Professional

56.5%

13

Restaurant

4.3%

1

Service

26.1%

6

Retail

17.4%

4

Medical Office

13.0%

3

Public Use/Government

8.7%

2

Other (please specify)

4

answered question

23

skipped question

0

4. Business Hours

Response
Count
22
answered question

22

skipped question

1

5. Primary sales or office space in square feet?

Response
Count
14

2 of 20

answered question

14

skipped question

9

APPENDIX C

6. Storage space in square feet?

Response
Count
11
answered question

11

skipped question

12

7. Total space in square feet?

Response
Count
23
answered question

23

skipped question

0

8. Number of owned parking spaces?

Response
Count
21
answered question

21

skipped question

2

9. Number of leased parking spaces (if applicable)?

Response
Count
19

3 of 20

answered question

19

skipped question

4

APPENDIX C

10. Where do your employees typically park?

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Our own lot

30.0%

6

Public lot

60.0%

12

Private lot

5.0%

1

On-street

25.0%

5

answered question

20

skipped question

3

11. Do you have a policy that encourages/requires employees to reserve the most desirable parking for
customers?

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Yes

70.0%

14

No

30.0%

6

If so, please tell us about it. Do your employees adhere to the policy?

4 of 20

16

answered question

20

skipped question

3

APPENDIX C

12. How do you generally come downtown?

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Drive and park

81.0%

17

Ride with friend or relative

0.0%

0

Bus

0.0%

0

Bicycle

14.3%

3

Dropped off

0.0%

0

Walk

14.3%

3

answered question

21

skipped question

2

13. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?

Response
Count
19

5 of 20

answered question

19

skipped question

4

APPENDIX C

14. Where do you typically park?

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Our own lot

28.6%

6

Public lot

47.6%

10

Private lot

4.8%

1

On-street

33.3%

7

answered question

21

skipped question

2

Response

Response

Percent

Count

15. If you ride a bicycle to work downtown do you typically park at a bicycle rack?

Yes

16.7%

1

No

83.3%

5

If no why?

6 of 20

5

answered question

6

skipped question

17

APPENDIX C

16. How many employees do you have?

Number of full time employees?

Number of part time employees?

Response

Response

Percent

Count

100.0%

23

100.0%

23

answered question

23

skipped question

0

Response

Response

Percent

Count

17. How many customers do you typically have in a day?

Summer (May-September)

Winter (October-April)

100.0%

21

100.0%

21

answered question

21

skipped question

2

18. In your estimation, what percentage of your cutomers or visitors are people already downtown for another
purpose?

Response
Count
20

7 of 20

answered question

20

skipped question

3

APPENDIX C

19. There are an adequate number of parking spaces for downtown customers/visitors.

strongly
disagree

Choose one

13.6% (3)

neither
disagree

agree or

agree

disagree
59.1%
(13)

13.6% (3)

9.1% (2)

strongly

Rating

Response

agree

Average

Count

4.5% (1)

2.32

22

answered question

22

skipped question

1

20. The parking downtown is reasonably close to my place of business for customers.

strongly
disagree

Choose one

9.1% (2)

neither
disagree

agree or

agree

disagree

13.6% (3)

18.2% (4)

54.5%
(12)

strongly

Rating

Response

agree

Average

Count

4.5% (1)

3.32

22

answered question

22

skipped question

1

21. Please feel free to make additional comments regarding parking:

Response
Count
15
answered question

15

skipped question

8

1. Business Name
Response Text
1

TotalBond Veterinary Hospital at Davidson

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

Monkee's on Main

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

Campania Cafe & Trattoria

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

Davidson community plsyers

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

Delburg Group

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM
8 of 20
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1. Business Name
Response Text
6

The Lawrence Group

Nov 17, 2010 4:38 AM

7

Réa M. Wright, LPC, NCC
Cousneling and Consulting

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

8

Davidson Family Medicine

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

9

Davidson Family Medicine

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

10

The Village Store

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

11

JJ Wade Insurance

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

12

Davidson Cycle Center

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

13

Davidson UMC

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

14

Davidson Fire Dept.

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

15

John Cunningham PA

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

16

Our Town Cinemas

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

17

New York Life

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

18

Main Street Teleproductions

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

19

Alta Planning + Design

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

20

Lake Norman Realty

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

21

Davidson Village Inn

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

22

Davidson Public Library

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

2. Business Address
Response Text
1

260 Griffith Street
Davidson, NC 28036

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

106-B South Main Street

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

416 S. Main Street
Davidson, NC

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

107 N Main St
Davidson, NC 28036

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

310 S Main St

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

6

108 South Main Street - Suite B

Nov 17, 2010 4:38 AM

7

107 N, Man Street

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

8

104 Knox Court Suite 100

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

9

104 Knox Court

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

10

110 S. Main Sts.

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

11

208 South Main St.

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

12

109 North Main Street

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

13

233 S. Main Street

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

14

216 South Main

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

15

201 South Street

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

16

227 Griffith St.

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

17

104 1/2 South Main St

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM
9 of 20
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2. Business Address
Response Text
18

120 South Main Street

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

19

108 S. Main Street

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

20

310 S Main Street
P.O. Box 71
Davidson NC 28036

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

21

117 Depot St.
Davidson, NC 28036

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

22

119 South Main St.
Davidson, NC 28036

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

3. Type of business
Other (please specify)
1

Non-profit arts

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

2

Church

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

3

Cinema

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

4

public library

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

4. Business Hours
Response Text
1

7:30 - 5:30 M-F and 8 - 12 noon on Sat

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

M-F: 10am - 5pm
Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Sundays: Seasonally 11am - 3pm

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

Monday thru Thursday
10:30am-3pm | 5pm-8:30pm
Friday & SATURDAY
10:30am-3pm | 5pm-10pm
Sunday - Closed

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

8-5

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

0800 - 1800

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

6

8 am - 6 pm

Nov 17, 2010 4:38 AM

7

10am - 8pm

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

8

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5 p.m.

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

9

M-F + Saturday AM hours beginning in January

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

10

Mon - Sat, 9-6
Sun, 11-4

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

11

Varies due to being in sales, office open 8: - 5: M-F

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

12

M-F 10:30AM-7:30PM
Sat 9:00AM-2:00PM
Sun Closed

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

10 of 20
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4. Business Hours
Response Text
13

M-F 9-5, 6-9, Sun 7-1

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

14

24/7 365

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

15

8-5, M-F

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

16

11:00 am to 11:30 pm

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

17

8-5

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

18

9-6PM

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

19

8-5

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

20

9-5, Monday through Friday; 10-3 Sat-Sun

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

21

7am to 11pm M-F
8am to 11pm Sat.& Sun.

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

22

Mon 1-7 p.m.
Tues, Wed 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Fri, Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed Thursdays and Sundays

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

5. Primary sales or office space in square feet?
Response Text
1

1400 sqft

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

250 square feet

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

300

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

4

500

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

5

3000

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

6

5000 sf

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

7

2500

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

8

900

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

9

9,750 s.f.

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

10

450 sq ft.

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

11

sublet approx 500 sf. from another firm

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

12

1500

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

13

10,000

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

14

5900 sq ft (roughly)

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

6. Storage space in square feet?
Response Text
1

N/A

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

25 square feet storage
25 square feet bathroom

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

8

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM
11 of 20
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6. Storage space in square feet?
Response Text
4

100

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

5

2500

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

6

0

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

7

n/a

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

8

n/a

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

9

300

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

10

2,000

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

11

100 sq ft (roughly)

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

7. Total space in square feet?
Response Text
1

1400

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

300 square feet

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

Approx 3000

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

308

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

1350

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

6

2000

Nov 17, 2010 4:38 AM

7

approx 200 sq feet??

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

8

3000

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

9

5000 sf rented from Pat Knox

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

10

5000

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

11

? @2,500

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

12

1000

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

13

85000

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

14

5000

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

15

900

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

16

9,750 s.f.

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

17

450

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

18

2,000

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

19

950

Nov 23, 2010 2:11 AM

20

n/a

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

21

1800

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

22

12,000

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

23

6000 sq ft (roughly)

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM
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8. Number of owned parking spaces?
Response Text
1

8

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

None

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

Not Sure

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

0

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

15

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

6

0

Nov 17, 2010 4:38 AM

7

none

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

8

0 - We are totally dependent on the 2 hr spaces in the Knox parking lot which is
owned by the Town

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

9

0

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

10

0

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

11

0

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

12

163

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

13

4

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

14

0

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

15

0

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

16

0

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

17

none

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

18

0

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

19

10

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

20

None

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

21

3 staff parking spaces (not sure if we actually own them)

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

9. Number of leased parking spaces (if applicable)?
Response Text
1

None

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

2

Not Sure

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

3

0

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

4

0

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

5

0

Nov 17, 2010 4:38 AM

6

0

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

7

0

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

8

0

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

9

0

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

10

0

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

11

0

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

12

0

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

13

75

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

14

0

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

15

none

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM
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9. Number of leased parking spaces (if applicable)?
Response Text
16

0

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

17

n/a

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

18

None

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

19

None dedicated to the library. We use the town's 2 hour parking.

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

11. Do you have a policy that encourages/requires employees to reserve the
If so, please tell us about it. Do your employees adhere to the policy?
1

Employees park as far from office as possible to allow the pet owners to have the Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM
shortest walk to the front door.

2

Employees are discouraged from parking in spaces along Main Street and along Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM
the Town Green unless they are unloading merchandise and plan to be parked for
less than 30 mins. For example, they are encouraged to park along the street
behind CVS or Jackson Street for their shift.
My employees adhere to the policy.

3

Parking in rear on Cotton Gin Alley.

4

Typically, the employees know not to park near the door...but not always adhered Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM
to.

5

I tell them not to park on the street in front of the office after 10 am and they
adhere to the policy except from drop off and pick ups

Nov 17, 2010 4:38 AM

6

No employees

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

7

Employees generally are asked to park in the public lot not nearest our bldg.

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

8

All of our employees park in the town hall lot or in the all-day spaces in the Knox
parking lot.

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

9

The people who work here have worked here for a long time. They park in the lot Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM
next to the fire station. Most work here all day, so would get a ticket anyway if they
parked somewhere else.

10

yes

11

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM
We park where we can and sometimes there is not adequate space on the
parking pad. When this occurs we have to use public parking and on certain days
it is not easy to park near the station.

12

most the time

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

13

Encouraged not to park on street unless very short term (<15 min). Yes, for the
most part, I think they do.

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

14

Encourage employees to bike, walk, or take transit. Employees generally adhere, Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM
biking and taking transit most days.

15

no

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

16

They are not to park in the lot nearest the library except in the three spaces set
aside for library employees. We also park in out two loading zone spaces at the
back of the building (in the CVS parking lot)

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM
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13. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?
Response Text
1

Chairman Blake and Concord Road

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

Concord Road; Griffith to Main Street; Jackson to Main Street or Depot to Main
Street.

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

Main Street or Jackson St

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

Concord Rd

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

Concord Rd.

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

6

Main Street to Jackson

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

7

Rocky River Rd to Davidson Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

8

exit 30, catawba, main st., jackson

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

9

exit 30

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

10

Highway 115/Main Street

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

11

griffith/ jetton/ catawba/ main st

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

12

Concord Road

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

13

Concord Road

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

14

Concord, Griffith, Main

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

15

Concord rd

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

16

1-77

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

17

Concord Rd.

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

18

Concord Road to Main St

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

19

Through campus or Concord Rd.

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

15. If you ride a bicycle to work downtown do you typically park at a bicycle
If no why?
1

There are not enough racks around, at least that are convenient to where I am
going.

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

N/A

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

3

There are no racks.

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

4

Not conveniently placed and cumbersome bike racks.

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

5

No racks available

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

16. How many employees do you have?
Number of full time employees?
1

3

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

2

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

2

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

1

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

1

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM
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16. How many employees do you have?
Number of full time employees?
6

7

Nov 17, 2010 4:38 AM

7

0

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

8

5

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

9

4

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

10

1

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

11

16

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

12

1

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

13

25

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

14

25

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

15

1

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

16

4

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

17

1

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

18

4

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

19

1

Nov 23, 2010 2:11 AM

20

2

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

21

10

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

22

3

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

23

3.5

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

16. How many employees do you have?
Number of part time employees?
1

0

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

2

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

10

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

5

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

0

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

6

0

Nov 17, 2010 4:38 AM

7

0

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

8

3

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

9

6

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

10

7

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

11

0

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

12

0

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

13

17

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

14

25

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

15

0

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

16

12

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

17

0

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

18

0

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

19

0

Nov 23, 2010 2:11 AM

20

0

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM
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16. How many employees do you have?
Number of part time employees?
21

0

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

22

7

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

23

29 volunteers

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

17. How many customers do you typically have in a day?
Summer (May-September)
1

25

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

Varying - higher in May and September vs. June/July/August

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

Varies.. Roughly 50-100

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

2

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

0

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

6

3-4

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

7

35

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

8

60 patients

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

9

50

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

10

?

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

11

20+

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

12

50 not including sundays (1350 on sundays)

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

13

0

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

14

3

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

15

250 weekday 550 weekend

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

16

less than one (I go to see most of them)

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

17

Varies 1 to 3

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

18

0

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

19

4-8

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

20

20-40

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

21

300-500

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

17. How many customers do you typically have in a day?
Winter (October-April)
1

15 - 20

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

Varying (we do not have historical data for January or February as we opened in
March of 2010.)

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

Varies.. Roughly 50-100

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

2

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

0

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

6

4-8

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

7

35

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM
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17. How many customers do you typically have in a day?
Winter (October-April)
8

70- 80 patients

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

9

100 (holiday season)

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

10

?

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

11

20+

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

12

250 not including sundays (1350 on sundays)

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

13

0

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM

14

3

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

15

100 weekday 400 weekend

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

16

less than one ( I may have two or three each week come into the office)

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

17

Varies 1 to 3

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

18

0

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

19

4-8

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

20

20-40

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

21

300-500

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM

18. In your estimation, what percentage of your cutomers or visitors are people
Response Text
1

10%

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

2

80%

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

3

50%

Nov 16, 2010 11:02 PM

4

80

Nov 16, 2010 11:45 PM

5

50%

Nov 17, 2010 1:17 AM

6

none

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

7

0%

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

8

20%

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM

9

maybe half

Nov 18, 2010 6:17 PM

10

?

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM

11

30%

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

12

10

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

13

0%

Nov 22, 2010 1:08 AM

14

20%

Nov 22, 2010 6:24 PM

15

15%

Nov 22, 2010 8:53 PM

16

NONE

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM

17

85

Nov 23, 2010 3:59 AM

18

10%

Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

19

None

Nov 29, 2010 3:38 PM

20

40%

Dec 1, 2010 5:14 PM
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21. Please feel free to make additional comments regarding parking:
Response Text
1

The needs vary based on the events that are going on downtown and at the
College. On average, I think there is actually plenty of parking. The signage of
where and how to locate this parking needs to be improved.

Nov 16, 2010 10:38 PM

2

I really liked the multi storey parking garage plan that was drawn up a year or so
ago, which included the Farmer's Market.

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 PM

3

There is close parking for our patients if the spaces remain tagged as 2-hour
spaces.

Nov 17, 2010 6:41 PM

4

Nov 18, 2010 1:52 AM
Our practice is the only medical practice downtown - We accept all insurances
and have patients from H'ville, Mooresville, and Cornelius. After they visit our
practice they often visit other businesses in downtown. We are totally dependent
on the number of 2 hr spaces that are closest to our practice and wish to keep at
least as many as we have currently. We have elderly, infirm, and babies most of
whom need assistance and close access. They typically do not walk to our
practice. If we did not have the nearby temporary parking spaces we would have
to move to a new location closer to I-77 or Cornelius. (I do feel that employees of
the town should have to park farther away than the town center. Currently,
employees of town businesses take up spaces that could be used for potential
customers and patients.) Thank you, Dr. Craig White

5

It is extremely important to maintain free parking for our customers. Almost none
of our customers is going to ride public transit to downtown Davidson. Most have
children and/or are running multiple errands throughout the region.

6

Nov 18, 2010 8:14 PM
Merchants & their employees of downtown are only allowed to park in certain
spaces. VERY often all those spaces are taken forcing to park in 2 hours parking,
you get busy with a client forget to move your car and you get a
ticket.RIDICULOUS. All permited parking full, 2 hours EMPTY and you get a
freaking ticket for parking.

7

All parking spaces should be all day parking with no time restrictions. Depot
Street should either be a No-Parking zone, or a One-Way street.

Nov 20, 2010 5:55 PM

8

As we look at economic development models and build larger buildings in the
downtown core there is going to be a need for more parking similar to what is on
Jackson street.

Nov 21, 2010 2:42 PM

9

Nov 21, 2010 3:25 PM
When we are busy running calls at the station and we have several members
responding to the fire/ems calls the parking pad gets filled up rapidly. Often times,
we double park or have to use the public lot adjacent to the station. However,
there are times when that lot is full also and we get quite creative in our parking
design to accomodate so many members at one time.

10

busy week days, special events, and Sunday services are tough to find spaces

11

Nov 22, 2010 10:50 PM
The Davidson downtown parking is awful!
All of the full day lots are filled and I spend at least 15 minutes a day riding around
town to find a parking place. When Town Hall became 2 hour parking, that made
the problem worse.
Downtown workers need more all day-parking spaces. THERE ARE NOT
ENOUGH SPACES TO PARK! We also have deliveries & load heavy equipment
in and out of the office & there is NO loading zone for merchants. Parking is a
problem!!

12

The town needs to resolve the status of the closed lot next to Flatiron restaurant.
It is ridiculous to have cleared the land and prepared it for parking and then close
it off. If there was something wrong with parking there, that should have been
discovered before, not after, all of that work.

13

CVS parking is ridiculous- can't ever find a place when I need to get a prescription Nov 23, 2010 11:16 PM

14

Biggest problem is midday parking during the week on a regular basis
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21. Please feel free to make additional comments regarding parking:
Response Text
15

There are only about 10-15 spaces in the lot right next to the library. Other onstreet parking and parking on Main Street near the library remain filled and the
CVS parking lot is a tow zone for non-CVS customers. Handicapped and elderly
patrons complain that they cannot find parking within a reasonable distance.
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Davidson Downtown Employee Parking Survey

1. Employment Status

Full-time (more than 30 hours
per week)
Part-time (less than 30 hours per
week)

Response

Response

Percent

Count

84.1%

58

15.9%

11

answered question

69

skipped question

0

Response

Response

Percent

Count

2. Employment Classification

Professional

84.1%

58

Service (including restaurant)

4.3%

3

Clerical

10.1%

7

Retail Sales

2.9%

2

Medical

0.0%

0

Other (please specify)

1 of 12

4

answered question

69

skipped question

0
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3. How do you generally come to work downtown?

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Drive and park

89.9%

62

Ride with friend or relative

4.3%

3

Bus

1.4%

1

Ride bicycle

11.6%

8

Dropped off

0.0%

0

Walk

7.2%

5

Other (please specify)

4

answered question

69

skipped question

0

4. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?

Response
Count
63

2 of 12

answered question

63

skipped question

6
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5. If you drive when you come downtown to work where do you usually park?

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Public lot

56.5%

39

Privately owned lot

24.6%

17

On-Street

37.7%

26

answered question

69

skipped question

0

Response

Response

Percent

Count

6. If you ride a bicycle downtown do you typically you use a bicycle rack?

Yes

52.9%

9

No

47.1%

8

If not why?

3 of 12

12

answered question

17

skipped question

52
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7. How far do you generally walk from your parking location to your workplace?

50 feet or less

Response

Response

Percent

Count

31.9%

22

37.7%

26

1 - 2 blocks

26.1%

18

more than 2 blocks

8.7%

6

answered question

69

skipped question

0

more than 50 feet, less than one
block

8. There are an adequate number of parking spaces for downtown customers/visitors.

strongly
disagree

Choose one

neither
disagree

agree or

agree

disagree

39.1%

29.0%

(27)

(20)

11.6% (8)

13.0% (9)

strongly

Rating

Response

agree

Average

Count

7.2% (5)

2.20

69

answered question

69

skipped question

0

9. The parking downtown is resonably close to my place of work.

strongly
disagree

Choose one

4.3% (3)

neither
disagree

agree or

agree

disagree

5.8% (4)

4 of 12

strongly

Rating

Response

agree

Average

Count

18.8%

52.2%

18.8%

(13)

(36)

(13)

3.75

69

answered question

69

skipped question

0
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4. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?
Response Text
1

S Main

Nov 16, 2010 10:04 PM

2

Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 1:36 AM

3

Main to Jackson

Nov 17, 2010 1:46 AM

4

Concord to Main Street and then Jackson Street

Nov 17, 2010 3:56 AM

5

Concord Road to Main Street

Nov 17, 2010 1:21 PM

6

I-77 South to Griffth street

Nov 17, 2010 2:00 PM

7

Main street, right on Depot St, left on Jackson and into the parking lot.

Nov 17, 2010 2:30 PM

8

Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 2:58 PM

9

Usually by Old Statesville Rd.

Nov 17, 2010 3:03 PM

10

Route 115, Main Street

Nov 17, 2010 3:15 PM

11

115

Nov 17, 2010 3:17 PM

12

Almost always 77 to exit 30 then Griffith St. into downtown.

Nov 17, 2010 4:48 PM

13

Hwy 115

Nov 17, 2010 5:41 PM

14

Concord Rd., N. Main St., Depot St., Jackson St.

Nov 17, 2010 8:46 PM

15

Main to Griffith to Jackson

Nov 17, 2010 9:12 PM

16

I-77 to exit 30, griffith street and to Davidson police dept parking lot where we now Nov 17, 2010 9:24 PM
have to park unhappily

17

concord road

Nov 17, 2010 9:58 PM

18

concord rpad

Nov 17, 2010 10:12 PM

19

Concord Road to North Main

Nov 17, 2010 10:58 PM

20

115

Nov 17, 2010 11:24 PM

21

concord road

Nov 18, 2010 12:24 AM

22

Concord-Davidson Rd, cut through campus, cross Main St, cross Depot St and
down Watson

Nov 18, 2010 2:21 AM

23

115 S Main St.

Nov 18, 2010 1:06 PM

24

Concord Road

Nov 18, 2010 1:13 PM

25

Hwy 115

Nov 18, 2010 3:31 PM

26

115

Nov 18, 2010 5:37 PM

27

Exit 30

Nov 18, 2010 8:19 PM

28

115

Nov 18, 2010 9:53 PM

29

Griffith St.

Nov 19, 2010 8:13 PM

30

Jackson

Nov 19, 2010 9:14 PM

31

Griffith St to Jackson St

Nov 19, 2010 9:35 PM

32

Concord road

Nov 21, 2010 3:08 PM

33

South St. and Main St.

Nov 22, 2010 12:01 PM

34

main street

Nov 22, 2010 1:13 PM

35

Concord to Main St

Nov 22, 2010 4:51 PM

36

I77N Exit 30 Right onto Griffith street to Main Street

Nov 22, 2010 6:57 PM

37

main street.

Nov 22, 2010 7:37 PM

38

South St and Main St to and from Cornelius

Nov 22, 2010 9:07 PM

39

i-77

Nov 22, 2010 10:53 PM

40

77 to Main Street or 115 Old Statesville Rd

Nov 23, 2010 5:11 PM

41

Jackson and Main

Nov 24, 2010 2:21 PM
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4. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?
Response Text
42

Concord Rd.

Nov 28, 2010 9:46 AM

43

chairman blake, main, jackson

Nov 29, 2010 3:59 PM

44

Main St and Concord Road

Dec 1, 2010 1:25 AM

45

driving North on Hwy 115

Dec 1, 2010 5:32 PM

46

Hwy 115

Dec 1, 2010 5:34 PM

47

Hwy #115

Dec 1, 2010 7:48 PM

48

Concord Road

Dec 1, 2010 7:52 PM

49

concrd

Dec 1, 2010 7:56 PM

50

Concord Rd.

Dec 1, 2010 7:58 PM

51

From Mooresville, I take Shearers Road to Grey Road, to Concord Road. I park
along Concord Rd.

Dec 1, 2010 8:02 PM

52

Davidson-Concord Road or Hwy 115 from Mooresville.

Dec 1, 2010 8:04 PM

53

Main Street from Old Statesville Rd and Hwy 77 North to Davidson Exit 30.

Dec 1, 2010 8:31 PM

54

concord rd

Dec 1, 2010 9:14 PM

55

Griffith Street, Jackson, Main

Dec 2, 2010 2:47 AM

56

from Griffith St or from south Hwy 115

Dec 2, 2010 2:21 PM

57

115 or Davidson-Concord Road

Dec 2, 2010 4:53 PM

58

Hwy 115

Dec 2, 2010 6:06 PM

59

Concord Rd to Main St.
Down to Healthy Home Market.
Concord to main to Jetton to the exit 30 Harris Teeter

Dec 2, 2010 11:50 PM

60

Delburg to Main St

Dec 8, 2010 8:26 PM

61

Highway 115

Dec 14, 2010 3:51 PM

62

Eastway, Greenway, Woodland, Concord Rd., Main.

Dec 14, 2010 8:49 PM

63

Potts,Sloan,Depot

Dec 16, 2010 3:32 PM

6. If you ride a bicycle downtown do you typically you use a bicycle rack?
If not why?
1

Unless there is not one where I need to go

Nov 17, 2010 2:58 PM

2

None located at work site

Nov 17, 2010 10:58 PM

3

there isn't one behind Summit, there are other places there to lean the bike

Nov 18, 2010 12:24 AM

4

Not one conveniently near where I am going or hard to get to (beside Toast).

Nov 18, 2010 2:21 AM

5

N/A

Nov 19, 2010 9:14 PM

6

None secure convenient to my place of work - I store inside

Nov 19, 2010 9:35 PM

7

Keep it in the fire station

Nov 21, 2010 3:08 PM

8

There is none near my office.

Nov 22, 2010 12:01 PM

9

NA

Nov 22, 2010 9:07 PM

10

(there should be a comma after "If not")

Dec 1, 2010 7:58 PM

11

We don't have many bike racks and most are placed so that you can't maximize
the number of bikes they could accommodate.

Dec 2, 2010 11:50 PM

12

no rack at my office

Dec 14, 2010 8:49 PM
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10. How many of the downtown shops or services do you typically visit during
Response Text
1

two

Nov 17, 2010 1:36 AM

2

10-15

Nov 17, 2010 1:46 AM

3

5

Nov 17, 2010 3:56 AM

4

five

Nov 17, 2010 1:21 PM

5

4

Nov 17, 2010 2:00 PM

6

2

Nov 17, 2010 2:30 PM

7

2 or 3

Nov 17, 2010 2:58 PM

8

2

Nov 17, 2010 3:03 PM

9

3-4

Nov 17, 2010 3:15 PM

10

10

Nov 17, 2010 3:17 PM

11

2

Nov 17, 2010 4:48 PM

12

3

Nov 17, 2010 5:41 PM

13

2-3

Nov 17, 2010 8:46 PM

14

5

Nov 17, 2010 9:12 PM

15

2-3

Nov 17, 2010 9:24 PM

16

4

Nov 17, 2010 9:58 PM

17

10

Nov 17, 2010 10:12 PM

18

3-5

Nov 17, 2010 10:58 PM

19

6

Nov 17, 2010 11:24 PM

20

3-4

Nov 18, 2010 12:24 AM

21

5-7

Nov 18, 2010 2:21 AM

22

2

Nov 18, 2010 1:06 PM

23

15

Nov 18, 2010 1:13 PM

24

none

Nov 18, 2010 3:31 PM

25

3-4

Nov 18, 2010 8:19 PM

26

3

Nov 18, 2010 9:53 PM

27

5 or 6

Nov 19, 2010 9:14 PM

28

2

Nov 19, 2010 9:35 PM

29

1-3

Nov 22, 2010 12:01 PM

30

3

Nov 22, 2010 1:13 PM

31

2-3

Nov 22, 2010 4:51 PM

32

3

Nov 22, 2010 7:37 PM

33

5

Nov 22, 2010 9:07 PM

34

4

Nov 22, 2010 10:53 PM

35

3-4

Nov 23, 2010 5:11 PM

36

THREE

Nov 23, 2010 6:56 PM

37

3

Nov 24, 2010 2:21 PM

38

5

Nov 28, 2010 9:46 AM

39

3 or more

Nov 29, 2010 3:59 PM

40

4-5

Dec 1, 2010 1:25 AM

41

4

Dec 1, 2010 5:32 PM

42

minimum of 5

Dec 1, 2010 5:34 PM

43

2

Dec 1, 2010 7:48 PM
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10. How many of the downtown shops or services do you typically visit during
Response Text
44

5-8

Dec 1, 2010 7:52 PM

45

4-5

Dec 1, 2010 7:58 PM

46

1

Dec 1, 2010 8:02 PM

47

4-7

Dec 1, 2010 8:04 PM

48

12

Dec 1, 2010 8:31 PM

49

4

Dec 1, 2010 9:14 PM

50

Three or four

Dec 2, 2010 2:47 AM

51

three

Dec 2, 2010 2:21 PM

52

about 4-6

Dec 2, 2010 4:53 PM

53

1-2

Dec 2, 2010 6:06 PM

54

Four - CVS, Post Office, Toast, Summit

Dec 2, 2010 11:50 PM

55

1 or 2

Dec 8, 2010 8:26 PM

56

1-3

Dec 14, 2010 3:51 PM

57

5

Dec 14, 2010 8:49 PM

58

5

Dec 16, 2010 3:32 PM

11. Please feel free to make additional comments regarding parking:
Response Text
1

Sometimes visitor parking is a problem - tickets for exceeding 2 hours. With a
meeting and lunch that is easy to do.

Nov 17, 2010 1:46 AM

2

We need more!! There are not enough day long spaces for the people who work
in town. I find myself having to leave the office to move my car every 2 hours.
Not good on many levels.

Nov 17, 2010 3:56 AM

3

Parking seems to be adequate today, but I know substantial increases in
employees downtown are coming soon. Mooney's Corner and Stowes. This will
create a need for around 100 additional parking spaces, which in turn will create
fewer parking spaces for customers and visitors.

Nov 17, 2010 1:21 PM

I generally have no trouble parking on the days I drive to work, but I arrive at 7:30
a.m. I believe later in the day most of the parking places I use are filled.
4

the 2hr parking in front of the town hall stays vacant all day, the other space
Nov 17, 2010 2:00 PM
where the police department is stays full and town hall employees are parking
there which leaves the others no space the 2hr parking should have never
happened. the other lots stay full down below the fire department and it is not safe
to walk down there when you leave work at dark.

5

On late days whenweI come to work at 10:00. there is no available parking in the
lot. we have to drive around town to find a space, sometimes we have to park on
main street and keep going out and checking our parking lot so that we won't get
a ticket for being there over 2 hours.
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APPENDIX D

11. Please feel free to make additional comments regarding parking:
Response Text
6

The Townhall parking should never have been changed to 2hr. It is empty the
Nov 17, 2010 3:03 PM
majority of time. Also the parking lot by the police dept. is being used by townhall
employees which we were led to believe wouln't happen. We have employees that
come in at 10:00am and cannot find a parking place and have to leave their
workstations every 2 hrs hoping to get a parking place. Also the parking lot at the
back is too dark for those people working late and also the parking places are too
small and cars have been damaged.

7

I think that it is CRAZY that we have to park and walk only to pass an entire lot
that is usually almost empty! I have already had to pay $ 75 in parking fines and
the lot was empty. I am having a spinal fusion and am in a lot of pain, I have to
walk by several empty spots daily and it jus makes me very angry.

Nov 17, 2010 3:15 PM

8

The 2 hour parking lot at town hall is excessive. A certain number of 2 hour
spaces is reasonable, but the whole parking lot should not be restricted. There
are a number of older employees that are forced to park a few blocks away
because of this. And, I'm sure you've noticed that the parking lot is at least 50%
empty most of the time. Maybe make 1/2 of it unrestricted.

Nov 17, 2010 3:17 PM

9

I work downtown and have for 12 years. I start work at 10:00 & often cannot find a Nov 17, 2010 5:41 PM
parking space since so many places have been changed to 2 hour limit. I often
have to park in a two hour spot and then leave my desk to move my car in order
to not receive a parking ticket. Often the parking lot in front of town hall is almost
empty most of the day. We were told to park beside the police station in the side
lot. Often there are police cars parked in the open spaces and the spaces marked
for police only are empty. I also feel there may be people parking in that lot for
business at Town Hall that could easily park in the 2 hour lot instead. Perhaps at
least half of the parking in front of town hall could be returned to the way it was
rather than 2 hour. Your current policies will discourage business from locating to
downtown Davidson as there is no parking for their employees. Our voices were
not heard before these changes were made. Please reconsider at least some of
the 2 hr. spaces.

10

Nov 17, 2010 9:24 PM
parking is EXTREMELY inadequate for town employees. arriving after 8:00 or
after lunch is impossible for an available space. the town hall parking lot is
completely empty on a daily basis unless there is a town function, i.e. halloween,
voting, Christmas in Davidson, etc. Parking on the street especially on the road
behind the post office is now very narrow and dangerous. as someone who
works after hours, it is very dark walking to my car to either of parking lots. People
are beginning to park on the curb in the police station lot which makes it difficult to
back out of the parking space. not to mention the leaves and sap having to park
under a tree that makes a mess on the car. I think this was a poor decision to
limit the town hall to 2 hr and on the street parking.

11

Parking's not a problem for me

Nov 17, 2010 10:58 PM

12

As an employee in downtown Davidson, it's extremely frustrating when I have to
make sure I move my car at least a couple of times a day while at work to make
sure I don't get a ticket.

Nov 17, 2010 11:01 PM

13

Get rid of the Parking Gestapo. Make town hall all day parking It stays empty most Nov 17, 2010 11:24 PM
days. Make more all day parking out of 2 hr spaces

14

it's nearly adequate now, but if we have an increase in daytime volume it will
become a hassle
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11. Please feel free to make additional comments regarding parking:
Response Text
15

As a cylclist, I find that automobile drivers are not enforced to park PROPERLY
Nov 18, 2010 2:21 AM
for CYCLIST SAFETY. On Concord-Davidson Rd, there are often cars by the
college that are parked in the bicycle lane causing cyclist to have to enter
vehicular traffic, which is dangerous. In addition, drivers don't look before opening
their doors. This should be enforced by the downtown parking attendant as a
safety issue by at least issuing note on vehicles.
There are often not enough bicycle racks downtown or they are place out of the
way from where people most shop/go. The rack beside Toast only allows two
bikes to park. The only other racks are beside Ben & Jerry's and CVS. The CVS
rack isn't close to any door entrance and the Ben & Jerry's only allows two people
to park. There needs to be at least one other rack near the Main St/ConcordDavidson Rd entrance. Also, there is no place for a cyclist to park at the post
office or the Davidson Medical doctors by the post office. It would be nice if there
was more bicycle parking in Sadler Square. There are often 3-5 bikes in front at
all times. Also, I often see 5-10 bikes locked along the fence in the back Summit
Coffee because there isn't adequate parking. It would be nice to have 2-3 racks
back there to take care of people shopping off the back of Main St.

16

Nov 18, 2010 3:31 PM
I feel like the Town Hall lot being a 2 hour lot is a complete waste of parking
spaces. This lot often sits empty every day. The Police lot is were we where told
to park however, the Town employee are also parking there. Often times there are
no parking spaces in that lot or in the lower lot located beside the fire department.
The lower lot parking spaces are also way to small and several vehicles have
been damaged as a result of parking there. If the town wants business in the
downtown area we need enough parking for those employees to park.

17

nooooo parking for employees

Nov 18, 2010 5:37 PM

18

There is parking close to my office but if 2 hour only. The permited parking that is
close is usually full at that time I come in, I set an alarm to move from 2 hour
parking and if busy with customer I can't get out and end up with a freaking ticket
when there wasn't anywhere to park to start with.

Nov 18, 2010 8:19 PM

19

I don't think we have a parking problem on the average day. We have difficult
wayfinding and a lack of equal consideration for cyclists.

Nov 19, 2010 9:35 PM

20

The traffic/parking situation on Main St., especially at intersections, makes biking
frightening. I ride slowly on sidewalks, conscious that I shouldn't be there. Larger
sidewalks and/or bike lanes would help!

Nov 22, 2010 12:01 PM

21

I generally try to park on South St. However, after 8:15 am parking becomes
more challenging. I try the Police Dept lot (full by 11 am) or the Cathey St lot,
which is okay in nice weather.

Nov 22, 2010 4:51 PM

22

Parking is HUGE problem especially when you work downtown. I spend at least
15 minutes each morning trying to find an ALL-DAY parking lot. Turn the 2 hour
parking lots back into full day! We need the spaces!!!!

Nov 22, 2010 10:53 PM

23

Just make sure the town has enough, and not make a traffic hazard.

Nov 28, 2010 9:46 AM

24

The number of spaces available for Library patrons is often very inadequate due
to parents using the spaces to drop-off and pick-up their children from the preschool at DCPC.

Dec 1, 2010 5:32 PM

25

Dec 1, 2010 5:34 PM
I work at the library and hear daily complaints from patrons who have driven
repeatedly through the library parking lot trying to get a spot. Allowing people to
park in that lot who are not library users is a hardship on our many elderly patrons
who need to access close parking.

26

I work at Davidson College Presbyterian Church. As part of my job I prepare
packets of information for new members. I include the parking map on your
website but I notice that the spaces on Main St. directly in front of the church are
color coded as not having time limits. I thought you might want to change that.
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11. Please feel free to make additional comments regarding parking:
Response Text
27

I love Ralph Quakenbush! Please tell him I'm sorry that he has to give me so
many parking tickets!

Dec 1, 2010 8:04 PM

28

There is more two hour parking than available parking for those of us who work
here. Sometimes it is difficult to find parking on a daily basis.

Dec 1, 2010 8:31 PM

29

it's not great but it could be worse. i wouldn't want to see green space lost and i
value the farmers market a lot

Dec 1, 2010 9:14 PM

30

We need to develop more parking spaces, but not a parking deck.

Dec 2, 2010 2:47 AM

31

DCPC has a small lot behind our bldg at 218 Concord Rd which I use when I can. Dec 2, 2010 2:21 PM

32

Since you can only park @ CVS when you are shopping @ CVS, the parking
there is not useable if you are going to run several errands at one time. I think it
should be 2 hour parking so that you can park in one place and run several
errands at one time instead of having to move your car when you are finished @
CVS.

Dec 2, 2010 4:53 PM

33

DCPC should do something to ease the congestion and parking on weekday
mornings during the drop off and pick up times for their mother's morning out day
care. It's not just a matter of them monopolizing the parking on Concord and
Lorimer; they park illegally and have little kids running around. It's a dangerous
situation.

Dec 2, 2010 11:50 PM

34

There's plenty of parking available in Davidson for drivers that don't rely on
parking lots.

Dec 8, 2010 8:26 PM

35

I think parking is not a problem in town. But I think we could begin to charge some Dec 14, 2010 8:49 PM
for parking, thus encouraging bicycle use.
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Davidson Parking User Survey

1. I am a (check all that apply):

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Resident

87.9%

277

Business Owner

4.1%

13

Employee of a downtown business

8.3%

26

Out-of-Town Visitor

0.6%

2

7.6%

24

1.6%

5

answered question

315

skipped question

1

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Resident of a neighboring
community
Other

2. How do you generally come downtown?

Drive and park

87.0%

275

Ride with friend or relative

2.5%

8

Bus

0.3%

1

Bicycle

11.7%

37

Dropped off

0.6%

2

Walk

30.1%

95

answered question

316

skipped question

0
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3. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?

Response
Count
301
answered question

301

skipped question

15

Response

Response

Percent

Count

4. If you ride a bicycle downtown do you typically park at a bicycle rack?

Yes

40.0%

44

No

60.9%

67

If no why (please specify)?

2 of 25

69

answered question

110

skipped question

206

APPENDIX E

5. My visits downtown occur mainly during (Please rank the following 1 - 4, with 1 being most often)

Monday - Thursday daytime (6am 5pm)
Monday - Thursday evening (after
5pm)
Friday - Sunday daytime (6am 5pm)
Friday - Sunday evenings (after
5pm)

Rating

Response

Average

Count

One

Two

Three

Four

71.6% (204)

6.0% (17)

6.3% (18)

16.1% (46)

1.67

285

5.8% (14)

28.8% (69)

37.9% (91)

27.5% (66)

2.87

240

23.2% (64)

50.7% (140)

21.4% (59)

4.7% (13)

2.08

276

4.9% (12)

14.2% (35)

32.9% (81)

48.0% (118)

3.24

246

answered question

313

skipped question

3

6. What is the primary reason for most of your visits downtown? (please rank the following 1 thru 4, with 1 being
most often)

Rating

Response

Average

Count

One

Two

Three

Four

Dining

25.2% (55)

30.7% (67)

27.5% (60)

16.5% (36)

2.35

218

Shopping

28.8% (61)

35.8% (76)

19.8% (42)

15.6% (33)

2.22

212

7.3% (4)

21.8% (12)

36.4% (20)

34.5% (19)

2.98

55

Services

44.1% (64)

26.9% (39)

17.2% (25)

11.7% (17)

1.97

145

Special events

8.5% (11)

17.7% (23)

39.2% (51)

34.6% (45)

3.00

130

Recreation or exercise

30.4% (28)

27.2% (25)

27.2% (25)

15.2% (14)

2.27

92

Work

67.1% (51)

5.3% (4)

9.2% (7)

18.4% (14)

1.79

76

6.5% (7)

25.0% (27)

32.4% (35)

36.1% (39)

2.98

108

31.3% (26)

20.5% (17)

12.0% (10)

36.1% (30)

2.53

83

answered question

316

skipped question

0

Medical appointment

Entertainment
Other
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7. How long do you generally stay downtown?

Response

Response

Percent

Count

Less than 1 hour

27.2%

86

1-2 hours

48.1%

152

2-3 hours

13.9%

44

4 or more hours

10.8%

34

answered question

316

skipped question

0

Response

Response

Percent

Count

8. How far are you willing to walk from parking to your destination?

50 feet or less

4.8%

15

22.9%

72

1 - 2 blocks

39.8%

125

more than 2 blocks

32.5%

102

answered question

314

skipped question

2

more than 50 feet, less than one
block
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9. It is easy to locate a street parking space downtown.

strongly
disagree

Choose one

12.7%
(40)

neither
disagree

agree or

agree

disagree

strongly

Rating

Response

agree

Average

Count

30.6%

17.8%

28.7%

10.2%

(96)

(56)

(90)

(32)

2.93

314

answered question

314

skipped question

2

10. It is easy to locate a parking space in a lot downtown.

strongly
disagree

Choose one

neither
disagree

agree or

agree

disagree

strongly

Rating

Response

agree

Average

Count

10.2%

19.4%

18.4%

37.1%

14.9%

(32)

(61)

(58)

(117)

(47)

3.27

315

answered question

315

skipped question

1

11. Parking signage (directional, length of stay, etc.) is easy to follow and understand.

strongly
disagree

Choose one

7.3% (23)

neither
disagree

agree or

agree

disagree
17.9%

27.8%

37.7%

(56)

(87)

(118)
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strongly

Rating

Response

agree

Average

Count

9.3% (29)

3.24

313

answered question

313

skipped question

3

APPENDIX E

12. The street parking time restrictions generally give me enough time to complete my trip.

strongly
disagree

Choose one

5.1% (16)

neither
disagree

agree or

agree

disagree

7.6% (24)

strongly

Rating

Response

agree

Average

Count

16.2%

54.8%

16.2%

(51)

(172)

(51)

3.69

314

answered question

314

skipped question

2

13. Name of the city/town where you reside if not in Davidson:

Response
Count
41
answered question

41

skipped question

275

14. Please feel free to make any additional comments regarding parking:

Response
Count
123
answered question

123

skipped question

193

3. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?
Response Text
1

Davidson-Concord Rd to Main St

Nov 16, 2010 10:02 PM

2

Delburg to Main

Nov 16, 2010 10:02 PM

3

Griffith Street to Main Street

Nov 16, 2010 10:06 PM

4

S Main

Nov 16, 2010 10:06 PM

5

Davidson/Concord Road

Nov 16, 2010 10:06 PM

6

Woodland, Lorimer, Chairman Blake

Nov 16, 2010 10:09 PM
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3. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?
Response Text
7

115 southbound

Nov 16, 2010 10:12 PM

8

Griffith St.
Main St. from the YMCA

Nov 16, 2010 10:15 PM

9

Rte 73 to Concord Rd

Nov 16, 2010 10:15 PM

10

Concord

Nov 16, 2010 10:15 PM

11

I come along Main Street from the north. (I often walk to town, but it's usually for
exercise, so I don't stay in town.)

Nov 16, 2010 10:15 PM

12

Beaty to Griffith to Main Street or Magnolia to Watson to Depot to Main Street

Nov 16, 2010 10:17 PM

13

Chairman Blake and Concord Road

Nov 16, 2010 10:18 PM

14

Concord Rd

Nov 16, 2010 10:21 PM

15

115

Nov 16, 2010 10:23 PM

16

Concord Road to Main Street, then sometimes onto Jackson.

Nov 16, 2010 10:23 PM

17

Concord Rd. to Main St.

Nov 16, 2010 10:24 PM

18

Concord Road

Nov 16, 2010 10:26 PM

19

Rocky River to Concord-Davidson Hwy

Nov 16, 2010 10:26 PM

20

Main/115

Nov 16, 2010 10:26 PM

21

Concord Road

Nov 16, 2010 10:32 PM

22

North Main

Nov 16, 2010 10:33 PM

23

Rocky River Rd to Concord

Nov 16, 2010 10:35 PM

24

davidson - Concord Rd

Nov 16, 2010 10:36 PM

25

Griffith to Main

Nov 16, 2010 10:40 PM

26

Watson St., Depot, Jackson.

Nov 16, 2010 10:41 PM

27

Concord Road to Main Street

Nov 16, 2010 10:45 PM

28

Main St. (from north or south); or Main St. to Griffith or Depot St. to Jackson St.
(from north); or Main St. to Jackson St. (from south.) Sometimes South St.
coming from Davidson Elementary School.

Nov 16, 2010 10:47 PM

29

Lorimer, Chairman Blake

Nov 16, 2010 10:47 PM

30

Highway 115 or South Street.

Nov 16, 2010 10:47 PM

31

Grey Rd to Davidson-Concord Rd; or Crescent to Virginia, to Lorimer then park (I
walk the same routes)

Nov 16, 2010 10:47 PM

32

I travel south on Highway 115 from Davidson Pointe.

Nov 16, 2010 10:49 PM

33

Concord Rd. from Roundabout, heading west into Davidson.

Nov 16, 2010 10:50 PM

34

Concord Rd

Nov 16, 2010 10:52 PM

35

HWY.115

Nov 16, 2010 10:57 PM

36

main street

Nov 16, 2010 11:04 PM

37

Griffin Street

Nov 16, 2010 11:08 PM

38

From Jetton Street, left on Griffith Street, right on Main Street

Nov 16, 2010 11:11 PM

39

Watson, Griffith or Delburg to Depot or Main

Nov 16, 2010 11:13 PM

40

Corncord Rd.

Nov 16, 2010 11:14 PM

41

I come from all the ordinal directions.

Nov 16, 2010 11:20 PM

42

griffith

Nov 16, 2010 11:28 PM

43

Concord Road

Nov 16, 2010 11:30 PM

44

Davidson/ Concord Road from Bradford Community

Nov 16, 2010 11:40 PM

45

Concord Road

Nov 16, 2010 11:46 PM
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3. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?
Response Text
46

Concord rd

Nov 16, 2010 11:53 PM

47

Concord Rd. to Main by car
Walk and bike Dogwood to Thompson to Main

Nov 17, 2010 12:00 AM

48

concord road

Nov 17, 2010 12:12 AM

49

Griffith Street to Main street

Nov 17, 2010 12:16 AM

50

Davidson Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 12:18 AM

51

Sloan to Depot to Jackson

Nov 17, 2010 12:23 AM

52

Davidson - Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 12:28 AM

53

concord road

Nov 17, 2010 12:43 AM

54

usually walk up the side street that has the Sushi place and the Davidson Inn

Nov 17, 2010 12:46 AM

55

Lorimer Rd to Chairman Blake or Concord Rd.

Nov 17, 2010 12:50 AM

56

Concord to Main....

Nov 17, 2010 12:55 AM

57

I drive into town via Davidson Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 1:00 AM

58

concord road

Nov 17, 2010 1:01 AM

59

From Davidoson Pointe down 115

Nov 17, 2010 1:19 AM

60

Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 1:20 AM

61

115

Nov 17, 2010 1:25 AM

62

Down Concord-Davidson Road to Main Street

Nov 17, 2010 1:26 AM

63

Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 1:34 AM

64

Concord Road and S. Main Street
Sometimes I avoid the center by taking Woodlawn and Spring.

Nov 17, 2010 1:34 AM

65

Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 1:38 AM

66

Main street from the direction of the College

Nov 17, 2010 1:39 AM

67

77 to Jetton to Main

Nov 17, 2010 1:41 AM

68

Lorimer to Chairman Blake

Nov 17, 2010 2:00 AM

69

Griffth St.

Nov 17, 2010 2:00 AM

70

Lorimer Road or Davidson-Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 2:01 AM

71

Davidson Concord Rd. to Main St.

Nov 17, 2010 2:16 AM

72

Davidson Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 2:19 AM

73

Griffith St. to Jackson or Main St.

Nov 17, 2010 2:27 AM

74

Concord Rd, Main Street, GRIFFITH.

Nov 17, 2010 2:29 AM

75

Concord Road, 115

Nov 17, 2010 2:36 AM

76

Davidson-concord Rd/ Rt. 115

Nov 17, 2010 2:49 AM

77

Griffith, Main St, Jackson St

Nov 17, 2010 3:14 AM

78

Concord Rd. or South St.

Nov 17, 2010 3:19 AM

79

Depot street

Nov 17, 2010 3:28 AM

80

Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 3:28 AM

81

Concord
Main Street

Nov 17, 2010 3:49 AM

82

Davidson Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 4:17 AM

83

Lorimer Rd.

Nov 17, 2010 4:26 AM

84

Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 4:41 AM

85

Lorimer to Main to Jackson
Thompson to Concord to Depot to jackson

Nov 17, 2010 4:46 AM
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3. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?
Response Text
86

Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 5:17 AM

87

Griffith St

Nov 17, 2010 10:06 AM

88

Griffith-Main

Nov 17, 2010 11:02 AM

89

Davidson Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 11:53 AM

90

From McConnell, we use Davidson-Concord Road to Main Street via car, or
Lorimer if by bike.

Nov 17, 2010 12:16 PM

91

Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 12:18 PM

92

Griffin to Main Street.

Nov 17, 2010 12:20 PM

93

Concord road or via Lorimer

Nov 17, 2010 12:34 PM

94

Concord Road to Main

Nov 17, 2010 12:45 PM

95

Concord rd

Nov 17, 2010 1:00 PM

96

Concord Road to 155 Main..or Woodland/Lorimer to trafice light at CVS.

Nov 17, 2010 1:02 PM

97

Davidson-Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 1:05 PM

98

Davidson Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 1:07 PM

99

Watson to Depot to Main

Nov 17, 2010 1:31 PM

100

115

Nov 17, 2010 1:39 PM

101

Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 1:49 PM

102

NC 115

Nov 17, 2010 2:02 PM

103

I come from Davidson Concord road and turn onto Main St.

Nov 17, 2010 2:24 PM

104

Woodland St.,ConcordRd, Lorimer Rd.

Nov 17, 2010 3:00 PM

105

Concord Road and Main Street

Nov 17, 2010 3:10 PM

106

Grey - Davidson Concord-Main

Nov 17, 2010 3:27 PM

107

Jetton or Griffith

Nov 17, 2010 3:28 PM

108

Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 3:49 PM

109

Concord rd or Lorimer

Nov 17, 2010 5:28 PM

110

Main Street

Nov 17, 2010 5:31 PM

111

Grey Rd to Davidson-Concord Road
Griffin to Main to Davidson-Concord
Catawba (Cornelius) to Main to Davidson-Concord

Nov 17, 2010 6:34 PM

112

South Street

Nov 17, 2010 6:52 PM

113

Concord Rd., Main St., Jackson St.

Nov 17, 2010 7:06 PM

114

Griffith St

Nov 17, 2010 7:37 PM

115

South Street, Main Street

Nov 17, 2010 7:40 PM

116

Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 7:49 PM

117

Concord Road to Main Street. Occasionally Lorimer to Chairman Blake.

Nov 17, 2010 7:53 PM

118

Usually Davidson Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 8:02 PM

119

Concord Road
Lorimer Road

Nov 17, 2010 8:06 PM

120

Mainly from Concord Rd. (coming from St. Alban's neighborhood), but sometimes Nov 17, 2010 8:10 PM
from the greenway to South St.

121

Lorimer or Concord Rd.

Nov 17, 2010 8:14 PM

122

Concord Rd.

Nov 17, 2010 8:19 PM

123

115 north to DT

Nov 17, 2010 8:47 PM
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3. Which route(s) do you use to access downtown Davidson?
Response Text
124

Davidson-Concord Road to Concord Rd.;
North Main to Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 9:00 PM

125

Main and Jackson

Nov 17, 2010 9:11 PM

126

Walk from N Main or Cathey Streets

Nov 17, 2010 9:29 PM

127

Davidson Concord

Nov 17, 2010 9:46 PM

128

Concord Rd

Nov 17, 2010 9:54 PM

129

concord road

Nov 17, 2010 10:11 PM

130

griffith to main or griffith to jackson

Nov 17, 2010 10:27 PM

131

Either Concord Rd. to Main or Lorimer, then Chrm. Blake to Main

Nov 17, 2010 10:42 PM

132

Lorimer Rd. to Chairman Blake

Nov 17, 2010 10:51 PM

133

Jackson Street, park at PO lot

Nov 17, 2010 11:17 PM

134

Concord Road

Nov 17, 2010 11:24 PM

135

Jackson Street or Main Street

Nov 17, 2010 11:24 PM

136

Concord Rd. to Main St.

Nov 17, 2010 11:25 PM

137

115

Nov 17, 2010 11:27 PM

138

Concord Ave., Main St., Depot St. Griffin St.

Nov 18, 2010 1:01 AM

139

Davidson/Concord Rd. to Main Street

Nov 18, 2010 1:28 AM

140

Grey(Stone)

Nov 18, 2010 1:56 AM

141

Davidson-Concord Road

Nov 18, 2010 1:58 AM

142

Davidson-Concord Road

Nov 18, 2010 2:12 AM

143

Hwy 115 North and South

Nov 18, 2010 2:24 AM

144

Jackson Street mostly
Main Street sometimes

Nov 18, 2010 2:25 AM

145

Concord-Davidson to Main Street from the New Neighborhood

Nov 18, 2010 2:26 AM

146

concord road and Lorimer at the CVS

Nov 18, 2010 2:40 AM

147

I walk/bike to town unless it is raining - then I drive in on Concord Road

Nov 18, 2010 2:50 AM

148

SW Drive to Griffith St to Main. unless I am recycling, then I turn on Jackson.

Nov 18, 2010 8:17 AM

149

Highway 115

Nov 18, 2010 8:39 AM

150

concord rd

Nov 18, 2010 10:44 AM

151

Griffith or Main Street or Johnston

Nov 18, 2010 11:03 AM

152

Concord

Nov 18, 2010 11:58 AM

153

Lorimer

Nov 18, 2010 2:02 PM

154

South Main from the south.

Nov 18, 2010 2:05 PM

155

Main Street

Nov 18, 2010 2:40 PM

156

Concord Road

Nov 18, 2010 3:13 PM

157

Old Statesville

Nov 18, 2010 4:22 PM

158

115

Nov 18, 2010 5:39 PM

159

77 to exit 30

Nov 18, 2010 8:06 PM

160

Exit 30

Nov 18, 2010 8:33 PM

161

77 & hwy 115

Nov 18, 2010 9:45 PM

162

Concord Rd

Nov 18, 2010 9:53 PM

163

I-77 to Griffth to Main

Nov 18, 2010 10:01 PM

164

Davidson Concord Rd.mostly. Also 115 .

Nov 18, 2010 11:09 PM
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Response Text
165

Davidson-Concord Rd.

Nov 19, 2010 12:06 AM

166

Concord Road

Nov 19, 2010 1:15 AM

167

Griffith to Main
Catawba to Main

Nov 19, 2010 2:17 AM

168

If walking or biking, side streets and campus. If driving, concord rd.

Nov 19, 2010 3:04 AM

169

Grifith to Main

Nov 19, 2010 12:41 PM

170

concord road

Nov 19, 2010 2:27 PM

171

depends on the time of day

Nov 19, 2010 4:12 PM

172

115 & Main, 77, Jackson St, Griffith St.

Nov 19, 2010 5:08 PM

173

Concord rd, Main St, and jackson

Nov 19, 2010 7:07 PM

174

Chairman Blake Lane

Nov 19, 2010 7:48 PM

175

either main street or griffith

Nov 19, 2010 8:01 PM

176

Griffith St

Nov 19, 2010 8:11 PM

177

Davidson-Concord Road or Main Street

Nov 19, 2010 11:20 PM

178

Davidson - Concord Road to Main Street

Nov 19, 2010 11:48 PM

179

Griffith St

Nov 20, 2010 12:31 AM

180

Davidon Concord Highway to Davidson Concord Rd

Nov 20, 2010 12:38 AM

181

south st.

Nov 20, 2010 1:19 AM

182

Down the sidewalks of Main Street

Nov 20, 2010 2:19 AM

183

Griffith Street to Main or Griffith St. to Depot.

Nov 20, 2010 7:07 AM

184

NORTH MAIN

Nov 20, 2010 10:44 AM

185

NC 73 to Concord Road

Nov 20, 2010 11:57 AM

186

davidson concord road to davidson road

Nov 20, 2010 12:36 PM

187

Maain st

Nov 20, 2010 2:16 PM

188

Davidson-concord road from McConnel

Nov 20, 2010 2:29 PM

189

Pine to Concord to downtown

Nov 20, 2010 3:54 PM

190

115 or Griffith depending on traffic

Nov 20, 2010 4:09 PM

191

Lorimer Road

Nov 20, 2010 4:49 PM

192

Main Street

Nov 20, 2010 4:54 PM

193

walnut st or south st

Nov 20, 2010 6:21 PM

194

main st or jackson st

Nov 20, 2010 9:32 PM

195

davidson-concord rd.

Nov 20, 2010 9:46 PM

196

Concord Rd

Nov 20, 2010 10:36 PM

197

115

Nov 21, 2010 1:35 AM

198

Concord Road

Nov 21, 2010 2:10 AM

199

I bike up Eden St.
I drive up via Jetton St.

Nov 21, 2010 2:31 AM

200

Concord Road

Nov 21, 2010 2:36 AM

201

Down Concord

Nov 21, 2010 2:37 PM

202

Concord Road, Lorimer, sometimes across college campus.

Nov 21, 2010 2:40 PM

203

115

Nov 21, 2010 2:59 PM

204

Concord Road

Nov 21, 2010 3:11 PM
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Response Text
205

down Main by campus on left, up Davidson Concord Road into town, north from
Cornelius into town.

Nov 21, 2010 4:24 PM

206

griffith st, jackson, main and concord

Nov 21, 2010 4:39 PM

207

Concord, Chairman Blake and Main

Nov 21, 2010 5:03 PM

208

Griffith Street

Nov 21, 2010 7:56 PM

209

Concord Rd. to Main Street, OR
I-77 to Exit 30 (Griffith St.) to Main St.

Nov 21, 2010 9:14 PM

210

Concord to main.

Nov 21, 2010 10:22 PM

211

Concord Road

Nov 21, 2010 11:34 PM

212

Concord

Nov 22, 2010 1:09 AM

213

concord and main

Nov 22, 2010 3:07 AM

214

South St., Main St.

Nov 22, 2010 12:07 PM

215

I-77 from Charlotte

Nov 22, 2010 12:37 PM

216

Concord Road

Nov 22, 2010 12:53 PM

217

Davidson Concord Road to Main Street

Nov 22, 2010 12:59 PM

218

Main Street

Nov 22, 2010 1:11 PM

219

Griffit

Nov 22, 2010 1:24 PM

220

Main Street, Jackson

Nov 22, 2010 1:35 PM

221

Davidson Concord Rd

Nov 22, 2010 1:41 PM

222

Davidson Concord road to Main Street.

Nov 22, 2010 2:00 PM

223

115, travelling south

Nov 22, 2010 2:26 PM

224

Sidewalks on Lorimer, Main, Jackson, Depot St, etc

Nov 22, 2010 2:49 PM

225

115

Nov 22, 2010 3:10 PM

226

1- I-77 to Griffith Street
2- NC 115

Nov 22, 2010 3:31 PM

227

It depends upon where I am starting from, but I come from Davidson College
campus, along Lorimer to Chairman Blake, or up South Street (from the
greenway).

Nov 22, 2010 3:47 PM

228

Concord Road

Nov 22, 2010 5:47 PM

229

Concord, Main and Griffith

Nov 22, 2010 6:31 PM

230

Griffith Street to Jackson Street ... usually park near the recycle center

Nov 22, 2010 7:40 PM

231

Griffin Rd East to Main
Right on Main

Nov 22, 2010 8:52 PM

232

I use South St leading into Antiquity has I reside in Antiquity. I also use Main
street coming into Davidson from Cornelius.

Nov 22, 2010 9:00 PM

233

Watson to Main St.

Nov 22, 2010 9:16 PM

234

Depot and Main Streets

Nov 22, 2010 9:37 PM

235

concord road and main street

Nov 22, 2010 9:39 PM

236

Highway 115

Nov 22, 2010 10:04 PM

237

Davidson-Concord Road

Nov 22, 2010 10:14 PM

238

1-77

Nov 22, 2010 10:58 PM

239

concord to main street or lorimer to main street

Nov 22, 2010 11:12 PM

240

Grey road to Davidson-Concord road

Nov 22, 2010 11:48 PM

241

Davidson-Concord road

Nov 23, 2010 12:01 AM
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Response Text
242

griffith st or catawaba and main

Nov 23, 2010 12:40 AM

243

Main Street

Nov 23, 2010 2:43 AM

244

Concord Road

Nov 23, 2010 4:00 AM

245

Davidson - Concord Road

Nov 23, 2010 4:11 AM

246

Concord Rd to Main St.

Nov 23, 2010 1:15 PM

247

Old Statesville Road (95% of the time)

Nov 23, 2010 1:43 PM

248

Concord Rd.

Nov 23, 2010 1:53 PM

249

Concord to Main St.

Nov 23, 2010 1:56 PM

250

Main Street

Nov 23, 2010 2:50 PM

251

Hwy 115

Nov 23, 2010 4:23 PM

252

Either Exit 30 or Main Street from Cornelius

Nov 23, 2010 5:19 PM

253

Concord Road

Nov 23, 2010 5:58 PM

254

Lorimer Rd, Concord Rd, Main St

Nov 23, 2010 6:31 PM

255

Concord Rd, Main Street

Nov 23, 2010 6:48 PM

256

Davidson-Concord Rd

Nov 23, 2010 8:17 PM

257

Main Street

Nov 24, 2010 3:29 AM

258

Davidson Concord Road

Nov 24, 2010 3:08 PM

259

Lorimer Road and/or Concord Road

Nov 24, 2010 8:10 PM

260

Griffith Street from 77

Nov 24, 2010 8:41 PM

261

Griffith St

Nov 25, 2010 4:10 PM

262

Davidson-Concord Road

Nov 26, 2010 5:36 AM

263

Grey to Concord to Main

Nov 27, 2010 5:11 PM

264

Davidson Concord Rd or South Main

Nov 27, 2010 9:39 PM

265

Davidson-Concord Road

Nov 28, 2010 1:28 AM

266

Griffith to Main St.

Nov 28, 2010 8:56 PM

267

Concord, Griffin or 115 depending on if I'm coming from exit 30, home or exit 25

Nov 29, 2010 6:18 AM

268

chairman blake, main, jackson

Nov 29, 2010 4:04 PM

269

Pine to Lorimer to Chairman Blake to Main St.

Nov 30, 2010 1:13 AM

270

Main Street

Dec 1, 2010 1:28 AM

271

Main Street

Dec 1, 2010 3:42 AM

272

Hillside to Lorimer to Chairman Blake Lane

Dec 1, 2010 5:18 PM

273

Main Street

Dec 1, 2010 6:27 PM

274

Grey Road to Concord Road

Dec 1, 2010 8:01 PM

275

concord road, main street (hwy 115) and griffith street.

Dec 1, 2010 9:02 PM

276

main st or jackson

Dec 2, 2010 12:20 AM

277

Concord Rd. from the 500 Block to Main St.

Dec 2, 2010 11:45 PM

278

NC 115 or Davidson-Concord Rd.

Dec 3, 2010 3:58 PM

279

Watson, by the theater, to main.

Dec 3, 2010 6:42 PM

280

South street to Main.

Dec 3, 2010 6:44 PM

281

Catawba to main st.

Dec 5, 2010 8:39 PM

282

Griffith Street

Dec 6, 2010 9:25 AM

283

lorimer rd or concord rd

Dec 6, 2010 2:25 PM

284

South Street, Concord Road, Lorimer Street

Dec 13, 2010 10:26 PM
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285

77 to exit 30 through the roundabouts

Dec 14, 2010 5:26 PM

286

Concord Rd and Main St

Dec 14, 2010 5:55 PM

287

Concord Road or 115.

Dec 14, 2010 6:02 PM

288

115

Dec 14, 2010 6:13 PM

289

Griffith To Main

Dec 14, 2010 7:00 PM

290

Griffin st and main street, Jetton, Jackson

Dec 14, 2010 7:16 PM

291

Eastway/Greenway, Woodland, Concord Rd., Main.

Dec 14, 2010 8:52 PM

292

Main Street

Dec 14, 2010 9:03 PM

293

Concord Road and 115

Dec 14, 2010 10:40 PM

294

main street

Dec 15, 2010 1:54 AM

295

Davidson concord Rd

Dec 15, 2010 2:17 AM

296

115 south to Jackson

Dec 15, 2010 3:13 AM

297

South Main

Dec 15, 2010 1:40 PM

298

Davidson-Concord Road to Main Street

Dec 15, 2010 4:20 PM

299

Concord Road

Dec 16, 2010 12:29 AM

300

Davidson/Concord Road

Dec 17, 2010 8:53 PM

301

Davidson Concord Rd

Dec 19, 2010 1:03 PM

4. If you ride a bicycle downtown do you typically park at a bicycle rack?
If no why (please specify)?
1

Not usually convenient to do so.

Nov 16, 2010 10:02 PM

2

n/a

Nov 16, 2010 10:06 PM

3

not enough in convenient places

Nov 16, 2010 10:15 PM

4

Summit has fenceposts; not sure of bike rack near Summit

Nov 16, 2010 10:17 PM

5

Not enough racks.

Nov 16, 2010 10:18 PM

6

cycling through town

Nov 16, 2010 10:26 PM

7

Too few racks available and not well dispersed.

Nov 16, 2010 10:35 PM

8

NA

Nov 16, 2010 10:40 PM

9

don't ride bicycle

Nov 16, 2010 10:41 PM

10

There are no bike racks at the post office or CVS, which are probably my most
common destinations downtown. I do use the bike racks at the Summit (Ben &
Jerry's, really -- and it's too small) or at the public library when I go there.
Downtown definitely needs more bike racks.

Nov 16, 2010 10:47 PM

11

Where are they?

Nov 16, 2010 10:47 PM

12

N/A

Nov 16, 2010 10:50 PM

13

where are they?

Nov 16, 2010 11:28 PM

14

Where are they? Not a lot available

Nov 16, 2010 11:40 PM

15

I live near enough to walk

Nov 17, 2010 12:14 AM

16

as long as one is available

Nov 17, 2010 12:28 AM

17

not where i go

Nov 17, 2010 1:01 AM
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4. If you ride a bicycle downtown do you typically park at a bicycle rack?
If no why (please specify)?
18

There are no racks.

Nov 17, 2010 1:20 AM

19

Riding for exercise

Nov 17, 2010 1:25 AM

20

I don't ride a bike.

Nov 17, 2010 2:49 AM

21

N/A

Nov 17, 2010 3:19 AM

22

Usually go to CVS, & there is no rack there.

Nov 17, 2010 3:28 AM

23

Not adequately placed through town or easy to use

Nov 17, 2010 4:46 AM

24

age 82 years and traffic

Nov 17, 2010 10:06 AM

25

Do NOT BIKE....TOO DANGEROUS!

Nov 17, 2010 11:02 AM

26

There aren't enough bike racks at convenient points in downtown.

Nov 17, 2010 12:16 PM

27

Do not ride bike

Nov 17, 2010 3:10 PM

28

Don't think to. Just lean it on a tree.

Nov 17, 2010 6:52 PM

29

No racks available

Nov 17, 2010 7:40 PM

30

i beleieve in the force of the Davidson bubble

Nov 17, 2010 9:54 PM

31

Not adequately dispursed around downtown

Nov 17, 2010 11:24 PM

32

I don't park it downtown; just ride through

Nov 18, 2010 1:28 AM

33

Sometimes there isn't a convenient place to park where I need to go.

Nov 18, 2010 2:26 AM

34

if one is available I use it - there ought to be more in the Main Street area

Nov 18, 2010 2:50 AM

35

didn't know there were any racks

Nov 18, 2010 10:44 AM

36

I don't ride a bike

Nov 18, 2010 11:03 AM

37

I only bike occassionally and haven't identified where racks are located.

Nov 18, 2010 2:05 PM

38

N/A

Nov 18, 2010 2:40 PM

39

Don't want people bumping the bikes.

Nov 18, 2010 11:09 PM

40

Not conveniently located

Nov 19, 2010 3:04 AM

41

convenience

Nov 19, 2010 8:01 PM

42

Riding through route

Nov 19, 2010 11:48 PM

43

Live in ETJ - too far out

Nov 20, 2010 12:38 AM

44

I Don't ride a bicycle

Nov 20, 2010 7:07 AM

45

DIFFICULT TO FIND ONE AVAILABLE

Nov 20, 2010 10:44 AM

46

Like to leave the bicycle where I can see it

Nov 20, 2010 4:49 PM

47

There are no bike racks at Summit, CVS, the Post Office

Nov 20, 2010 4:54 PM

48

At Summit coffee shop, I lock bike to a pole as there are no bike racks. When
going to Post Office, I lean bike against building as there's no need to lock it.

Nov 21, 2010 2:31 AM

49

Don't ride a bicycle downtown

Nov 21, 2010 2:36 AM

50

Don't ride a bike downtown. Sometimes I do drive, especially when I've been
running errands elsewhere and need to stop there.

Nov 21, 2010 2:40 PM

51

there are no rack where I stop

Nov 21, 2010 2:59 PM

52

I bike in infrequently and lock the bike to a sign or light post.

Nov 21, 2010 4:24 PM

53

dont know where they are

Nov 21, 2010 5:03 PM

54

Don't bike

Nov 21, 2010 9:14 PM

55

Not necessary

Nov 21, 2010 11:34 PM

56

Where is a bike rack?

Nov 22, 2010 12:07 PM

57

Need a bike rack in front of CVS

Nov 22, 2010 1:41 PM

58

n/a

Nov 22, 2010 3:10 PM
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4. If you ride a bicycle downtown do you typically park at a bicycle rack?
If no why (please specify)?
59

I currently do not ride a bicycle

Nov 22, 2010 9:00 PM

60

Security

Nov 22, 2010 10:14 PM

61

Don't ride a bike to town

Nov 22, 2010 11:48 PM

62

The one in the alley by the Soda Shop

Nov 23, 2010 4:11 AM

63

Not many racks available

Nov 23, 2010 1:56 PM

64

If I can find one, I do.

Nov 23, 2010 5:58 PM

65

Do not ride

Nov 29, 2010 6:18 AM

66

Because there are so few racks, they're ususally full, and there are no rack some
places (e.g, near Bonsai)

Dec 2, 2010 11:45 PM

67

I usually just drop my son off at preschool and the cart is attached behind

Dec 3, 2010 6:42 PM

68

CVS doesn't have a Bike Rack. Library does.

Dec 3, 2010 6:44 PM

69

no rack available

Dec 14, 2010 8:52 PM

13. Name of the city/town where you reside if not in Davidson:
Response Text
1

River Run

Nov 16, 2010 10:35 PM

2

NA

Nov 16, 2010 10:40 PM

3

Cornelius

Nov 16, 2010 10:47 PM

4

ETJ

Nov 16, 2010 10:52 PM

5

Huntersville

Nov 16, 2010 11:04 PM

6

Mooresville

Nov 17, 2010 1:25 AM

7

ETJ of Davidson

Nov 17, 2010 1:38 AM

8

Huntersville

Nov 17, 2010 1:41 AM

9

Charlotte

Nov 17, 2010 12:18 PM

10

Charlotte

Nov 17, 2010 5:31 PM

11

Charlotte--I have family in Davidson

Nov 17, 2010 9:29 PM

12

Mooresville, NC

Nov 17, 2010 9:49 PM

13

mooresville

Nov 17, 2010 11:27 PM

14

Troutman

Nov 18, 2010 2:24 AM

15

Mooresville

Nov 18, 2010 2:25 AM

16

Cornelius

Nov 18, 2010 8:39 AM

17

Huntersville

Nov 18, 2010 11:03 AM

18

Huntersville

Nov 18, 2010 4:22 PM

19

Denver

Nov 18, 2010 8:06 PM

20

Charlotte

Nov 18, 2010 8:33 PM

21

Charlotte

Nov 18, 2010 9:45 PM

22

Mooresville

Nov 18, 2010 10:01 PM

23

Huntersville

Nov 19, 2010 4:12 PM

24

Huntersville

Nov 19, 2010 5:08 PM

25

Davidson ETJ

Nov 20, 2010 11:57 AM
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26

Cornelius

Nov 20, 2010 4:09 PM

27

Charlotte

Nov 22, 2010 12:37 PM

28

Charlotte

Nov 22, 2010 1:54 PM

29

Cornelius

Nov 22, 2010 3:10 PM

30

Huntersville

Nov 22, 2010 3:31 PM

31

Charlotte

Nov 22, 2010 7:40 PM

32

Cornelius

Nov 22, 2010 9:00 PM

33

Mooresville, NC

Nov 22, 2010 10:04 PM

34

Mooresville

Nov 22, 2010 10:58 PM

35

Charlotte

Nov 23, 2010 1:43 PM

36

Cornelius

Nov 23, 2010 4:23 PM

37

Huntersville

Nov 23, 2010 5:13 PM

38

Cornelius

Nov 23, 2010 5:19 PM

39

Huntersville

Dec 3, 2010 3:58 PM

40

Mooresville

Dec 14, 2010 5:26 PM

41

na

Dec 15, 2010 1:40 PM

14. Please feel free to make any additional comments regarding parking:
Response Text
1

There's plenty of parking in Davidson if you're willing to walk a bit and be creative. Nov 16, 2010 10:02 PM
We don't need an big old ugly parking ramp.

2

Could we get guidance on parking rules/standards for on-street parking in
neighborhoods? I know certain communities have guidelines but know there are
also rules on when to tow on-street parkers. [noelbranden@yahoo.com]

Nov 16, 2010 10:06 PM

3

On occasion I have to make a loop but there has never been a time where there
was no place to park.

Nov 16, 2010 10:06 PM

4

always walking, so most these Q's don't apply

Nov 16, 2010 10:09 PM

5

curbs should be yellow, or no parking signs should be posted if parking is not
allowed

Nov 16, 2010 10:15 PM

6

for # 9-12 it depends on time of day and what part of town

Nov 16, 2010 10:15 PM

7

It's annoying when there's a special event downtown (fair on the green w/ lots of
advertising/promotions) which takes up all the parking next to the green and
attracts few residents.

Nov 16, 2010 10:15 PM

8

My main reason for coming downtown is to go to the library, which did not fit into
any of your categories easily. My #2 reason is to drop off/pick up my daughter at
Dance Davidson, which also is not any one of the categories (I said "recreation",
but it's not for my recreation).

Nov 16, 2010 10:23 PM

9

Parking can be a little more difficult to find when Davidson students are in school - Nov 16, 2010 10:26 PM
CVS, PO, etc.

10

a parking deck in the vicinity of the farmers market would be nice

Nov 16, 2010 10:36 PM

11

Parking for classes at the college is limited.

Nov 16, 2010 10:45 PM
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14. Please feel free to make any additional comments regarding parking:
Response Text
12

I am *strongly* opposed to the creation of more parking space -- especially a
Nov 16, 2010 10:47 PM
parking garage or anything that would go into existing green space, most of all the
area currently used for the Davidson Farmers' Market. I would support replacing
a good portion of existing street parking with bicycle lanes; I believe doing so
would encourage more people to bike there, reducing the need for car parking.

13

I usually go to town 3/4 times during the week and mostly during the daytime
hours. I also volunteer at the Library. During these time I can normally find
parking; however there are times during special events, market days, etc. where
close parking can be found. I don't mind parking further away, but some seniors
may find it difficult to access a close-in spot.

Nov 16, 2010 10:47 PM

This survey contained several typos :(
14

Library parking is very limited and parking in the CVS lot is not permitted. More
library parking is needed.

Nov 16, 2010 10:49 PM

15

I go to CVS once a week for medications.
. Is this considered shopping?

Nov 16, 2010 11:08 PM

16

I love the town parking lot, behind Summit. It would be nice to have another
similar to that, even if it's just another row.

Nov 16, 2010 11:13 PM

17

There are no Handicapped parking spaces allong the "main drag" of downtown

Nov 16, 2010 11:14 PM

18

while one street parking on main street may be nice, it interfers with through traffic Nov 16, 2010 11:28 PM
on hwy 115. I avoid town because it is a pain to go through not to park- I'd shop
there more if the traffic patterns, not the parking, were better. Perhaps you a
focusing on the wrong issue here

19

It is impossible to find parking at noontime in town, especially near CVS.
Preschool parking takes up all the spaces. Time of day is a key issue.

Nov 16, 2010 11:30 PM

20

DCPC mothers tie up the library spaces during the late morning

Nov 17, 2010 12:00 AM

21

The development committee did not perform a sufficient impact study when they Nov 17, 2010 12:14 AM
approved the Stowes Corner building. The parking issue was easy to predict. At
the same time the CVS restricted its partkng lot to customers only. If the town
wants or needs more parking they should build a multi layer deck behind the train
depot so parking doesn't become an eyesore to the residents.

22

a parking garage would be very advantageous

Nov 17, 2010 12:43 AM

23

Parking is more difficult each year. More tourists and visitors to
Davidson....restaurants are better...more of them...need parking for all
businesses.

Nov 17, 2010 12:55 AM

24

As a so-called "biking and walking" friendly town, Davidson should have many
more bike lanes, bike racks, and sidewalks.

Nov 17, 2010 2:29 AM

25

Nov 17, 2010 2:36 AM
I've heard talk of building a parking garage in the lot where the famer's market
currently is. I STRONGLY disagree with this idea. It will ruin the character of that
part of town and the farmer's market. I love the small town feel of that area and
spending time at the farmer's market as it is now is one of our favorite parts of the
week. It's that rare place that feels small and friendly and safe to let the kids roam
and play while we shop.

26

as much as parking is limited in Davidson... post office parking is the worst..

Nov 17, 2010 2:49 AM

27

It is a highly unusual day when I can't park directly in front of the store or
restaurant I drive to.

Nov 17, 2010 3:19 AM

28

There is very little parking close to Davidson College Presbyterian Church during
preschool hours and church hours on Sunday.

Nov 17, 2010 3:49 AM

29

I've lived in Davidson for 7 years and rarely had trouble parking. I may need to
circle the block, but generally find a space quickly.

Nov 17, 2010 4:17 AM

30

#6 Other = get mail at post office

Nov 17, 2010 4:26 AM
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31

The reason my visits are 2 hours or less (question 7 above) is primarily due to the Nov 17, 2010 4:41 AM
parking time limit. If residents and visitors are to be encouraged to shop and dine
in town, then that limit is unreasonable. It necessitates a return trip to complete
my errands or moving my car mid-stream. If I am to dine, shop, bank, go to the
library and post office all in the same trip, it certainly takes more than 2 hours.
Also, it was my understanding that when CVS was built, the town board said they
would need to allow their lot to be public parking. Their threats to tow cars does
not make them very neighborly. What if I want to go to CVS and Summit Coffee?
Must I move my car in between to avoid being towed? Thank you for allowing me
to express my opinion.

32

poor parking for special events and for store owners

Nov 17, 2010 10:06 AM

33

There should be one way traffic going north on MAIN and south on JACKSON,

Nov 17, 2010 11:02 AM

34

There is absolutely no need for parking meters. Even for events like Concerts on Nov 17, 2010 11:53 AM
the Green there is enough space. I drive a full-size truck and have no issues.

35

downtown Davidson is becoming more populated with cars which may not be
good in the future.

36

Nov 17, 2010 12:49 PM
Having been a bus rider for 10+ years, I have to catch the bus in Cornelius or
Huntersville because of the bus parking situation. Now that Mooresville will
discontinue CATS service in January 2011, all the people that currently ride the
Mooresville CATS bus have started coming to Davidson and Cornelius to catch
the bus. This has not only put a strain on the parking situation for bus riders, it has
made the 77X buses over-crowded. While additional parking is a good thing, it
will not help the already over-crowded buses.

37

SS Troopers marking tires is not a good welcome to visitors, newcomers. Years
ago we learned that there are barely enough spaces to accomodate all who work
downtown, much less visit. Large scale change is needed. On street parking at
post office is DANGEROUS!

Nov 17, 2010 1:00 PM

38

I never park on main, always go behind to lots that neighbor post office, doc's
offices etc..

Nov 17, 2010 1:02 PM

39

As a long- time resident, I know most of the parking areas. I get along fine without Nov 17, 2010 2:24 PM
any complaint. If Main Street is full, I drive to a secondary location because I
know where most of the parking spaces are. I haven't ever had a problem with
parking myself but I think visitors and the elderly probably find it challenging.
Visitors don't know the secondary locations and the elderly cannot walk too far. I
have two comments based on my own experience and perspective. It is
frustrating for me (especially during the rain) when a business has too many
designated handicapped parking spaces that are vacant most of the time. I've
noticed some have reduced the number of designated spaces. I wouldn't want a
handicapped person to be denied close parking but it's possible the number of
necessary spaces are being over estimated..?? Also, this is a related
issue......Many Davidson residents do not know the driving rules of right away for
on street parking. This is a problem along Chairman Blake Drive beside CVS and
along Lorimer Road where many cars park on the street. When a vehicle
approaches an oncoming vehicle and a parked vehicle prevents both cars from
passing, the vehicle that has the parked car in their lane should give right away to
the other vehicle by pulling in behind the parked vehicle until they pass. This is a
regular problem and I think it needs to be addressed with the citizens some way.
There have been some dangerous situations on Chairman Blake when vehicles
have approached too fast and encountered parked cars along the street - along
with an approaching vehicle. This is a busy area because it accesses downtown
and CVS.

40

Need more clearly marked yellow paint on curbs, more easily seen signs
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41

1- new parking spots created along Main Street at Jetton have created a VERY
Nov 17, 2010 3:49 PM
dangerous blind spot for cars coming from Jetton. All of those newly created spots
on Main, south of TownHall have created dangerous driving conditions, as well as
impossible conditions for bikers.
It is only hard to find a spot when there are special events in town (ie Xmas in
Davidson, Town Day, etc).
Consideration for parking should be a requirement before granting business
permits (ie where are the diners for Flatiron going to park?)
Lastly, compact car parking restrictions in front of CVS are a great idea -- this
should be instituted in several other spots in town where dangerous conditions are
created, for example, the dropoff zone in front of DCPC -- it is literally impossible
to stay in one's own lane when a big SUV is pulled in that loading zone making it
NECESSARY to cross the yellow line and drive partially in the other lane. This
should be disallowed for safety purposes.

42

The creep of parking spots up south street is concerning. Would rather not have
residential areas turned into parking lots.

Nov 17, 2010 6:52 PM

43

I find lots like CVS are the easiest to park, if I have trouble parking then I won't
come downtown.

Nov 17, 2010 7:49 PM

44

Build a parking deck !

Nov 17, 2010 8:06 PM

45

parking on the south end of town sucks!!! by Ben & Jerry's

Nov 17, 2010 8:47 PM

46

No parking structures!!! They are ugly and will take away from the small town
atmosphere!

Nov 17, 2010 11:24 PM

47

We have enough parking to support current businesses and services. Please, do
not add parking to accommodate the most crouded public events. Parking and
paving in general will kill the scale and charm of downtown.

Nov 17, 2010 11:24 PM

48

No handicap parking available on Main St. or Depot St. Hard to access in many
lots.

Nov 18, 2010 1:01 AM

49

I don't think there is a parking problem at all. I do walk downtown a lot, and drive
sometimes, and have never had a problem finding space. I hope this survey isn't
an underhanded way to come up with an excuse for parking meters or a parking
deck.

Nov 18, 2010 1:28 AM

50

It is sometimes difficult to park in front of or near my own house on South Street,
due to restaurant parking

Nov 18, 2010 1:47 AM

51

Depending on the time of day, and day of the week, parking COULD be difficult.
But mostly, we don't have too much of a challenge parking. If there is a special
event, for example, Trick or Treat Downtown, then we usually park on a
Residential street.

Nov 18, 2010 1:56 AM

52

I am a parent of children who attend DCPC Preschool. I would love to see the
Nov 18, 2010 1:58 AM
town work out an agreement with DCPC where parking restrictions along the
streets surrounding the church would be "lifted" during pick up and drop off times.

53

Having 2 hour parking at the Library limits parking for those of us running in to
drop off or pickup books. Think there should be a few places that only offer 15
minutes for such events.

Nov 18, 2010 2:12 AM

54

Parallel parking slots along main streets are very dangerous, particularly when
people attempt to back out ito traffic without the ability to clear their route!

Nov 18, 2010 2:24 AM

55

Parking is an issue; street parking in front of post office entrance is insane! The
Nov 18, 2010 2:25 AM
elderly have a hard time pulling out; people driving longer vehicles have trouble;
the CATS bus has problems if there are other cars coming. Would like to see
more "shared" parking for example, DUMC parking lot along with CVS parking lot
(only for their customers yet their cutomers park in other lots, too). Davidson
College parking lots (but let us know when we can park there; for example,
weekends).
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56

Two hours does not allow enough time to eat a meal and shop. Due to the parking Nov 18, 2010 2:26 AM
time length restriction, I often choose to eat or shop in Birkdale or other areas in
Cornelius and Huntersville. When I cycle, there are few places to park your bike
that are convenient to where you are going.

57

Paid parking doesn't seem to be a very "davidson way" of dealing with the
problem....there is plenty of parking for people who know where to look and are
willing to walk a bit.

Nov 18, 2010 2:50 AM

"other" in purpose of visit is the Post Office
58

Big mistake blocking southbound thru traffic @ Main and Davidson/Concord

Nov 18, 2010 8:17 AM

59

I have received a parking ticket because of inadequate signage, caused by a
sudden change in street parking on Lorimer. Paint curbs yellow if parking isn't
allowed there.

Nov 18, 2010 8:39 AM

60

Tell the (Knox's/Cycle Shop) store owners not to park on Main st.

Nov 18, 2010 10:44 AM

61

Please do not ruin the small town feel of Davidson by adding paid parking. It will
be hard on the businesses, too.

Nov 18, 2010 11:58 AM

62

Shut off the downtown streets and make it a car free zone including the college
area. Allow bikes and pedestrians. Create a parking lot at either end of town.
Similar to Dutch town centers.

Nov 18, 2010 4:22 PM

63

parking sucks

Nov 18, 2010 5:39 PM

64

It would be a shame to put in a parking garage since one of the reasons I hope to Nov 18, 2010 8:06 PM
move to Davidson is that small town feel. A parking garage would ruin the
landscape.
C Buteau

65

I am in and out on sales calls and many times there are no permited parking
spaces and I have to park in 2 hours parking and depending on if customers call
or come in unexpected I am unable to move my car and end up with a ticket. I
CAN"T AFFORD TICKETS!!!!

Nov 18, 2010 8:33 PM

66

Parking at the library especially around 9 am is problematic due to parents
dropping-off/volunteering/spending time at PCDC day care. They need their own
parking area - not public space!

Nov 18, 2010 9:53 PM

67

I strpngly disagree to building a parking structure in Davidson. We really want the Nov 18, 2010 11:09 PM
Farmer's Market to stay, We never have trouble finding parking space..

68

Parking garage would be nice....

Nov 19, 2010 12:06 AM

69

I am concerned with the problem recently with folks causing major traffic tie ups
on Main Street while they attempt to park. Parallel parking while on the phone is
very slow. U-turns to park on the green side of the street should be prohibitied.

Nov 19, 2010 2:27 PM

70

Good Luck !

Nov 19, 2010 4:12 PM

71

We REALLY need more parking around the Library. DCPC should have a parking Nov 19, 2010 11:20 PM
lot. People park in the tiny library lot and adjacent street all day long. Maybe you
could eliminate Chairman Blake street next to the library parking and create one
large lot.

72

Growth creates the need for additional parking, as well as commuter hub. We
should plan for expansion based on predictions of these primary future elements.

Nov 19, 2010 11:48 PM

73

If building a parking garage, make it multilevel with some of it underground.

Nov 20, 2010 12:31 AM

74

I HATE the parking spots as you enter/exit the post office lot - those need to be
eliminated.

Nov 20, 2010 12:38 AM

75

I live very close to downtown, Main St. I have never driven there, never needed to Nov 20, 2010 1:19 AM
park a car there.
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76

I usually park on Depot St. or in the post office lot and then walkto church,
shopping, banking, etc.

Nov 20, 2010 7:07 AM

77

THE TOWN SIGNAGE NEEDS TO BE LARGER AND MORE VISIBLE FOR
PEOPLE WHO HAVE VISION PROBLEMS DUE TO ILLNESS OR AGE
THERE REALLY ISN'T ENOUGH PARKING SPACE DOWNTOWN.

Nov 20, 2010 10:44 AM

78

Kris Krider looks hot in the video.

Nov 20, 2010 2:16 PM

79

As a retiree, parking is not a big deal.

Nov 20, 2010 3:54 PM

If I were a business owner downtown, it would be a big deal.
80

I will generally have a couple of meetings downtown & then a meal.......usually
goes over 2 hr limit. Also got a "compact car" ticket although my car fit between
the lines easily & on that occasion was only parked 10 mins to get coffee!

81

My only parking challenge is Saturday morning, due to the outdoor market (which Nov 21, 2010 2:31 AM
is great)

82

Services = Postoffice? That's my main reason for coming downtown.

Nov 21, 2010 2:36 AM

83

Why our neighborhood does not have mail delivery & we all have to go down to
pick it up is nuts! It only makes the parking worse

Nov 21, 2010 2:37 PM

84

The police should enforce/ticket the compact car only parking. There are usually
SUV's in these spots and they take a space and a half. They should also
enforce/ticket the no parking against traffic laws which are clearly posted and
utterly ignored.

Nov 21, 2010 2:59 PM

85

I am a semi-retired handyman and am in and out of town several times a day for Nov 21, 2010 4:24 PM
short stays (library, bank, cvs). I never park for more than 10-15 minutes and
come in everyday at least once or twice. Please do not make "improvements" on
the existing parking rules. None are needed. Please leave it alone.

86

I tend to pass more through Davidson on my way to somewhere else. Most of my Nov 21, 2010 7:56 PM
stops are specific, i.e, CVS, Summit, Post Office, Main St Book Store and I can
usually find parking spots in the lots and sometimes I will find one on the streets
just crusing by with the intent to stop. The future of commuter rail will drive the
need from vertical parking and that is something that needs to be placed behind
main street.

87

Residential neighborhoods adjacent to downtown are being compromised by
parking overflow. In the last two weeks, parking on South St. has gotten worse -again!--because a new office opened in the Stowe building. Please find ways to
meet the needs of downtown without sacrificing the neighborhoods that give
Davidson its charm and appeal.

Nov 22, 2010 12:07 PM

88

space in front of Library & CVS - Very hard to back up. Cannot see if a car is
coming.

Nov 22, 2010 1:24 PM

89

I live on South Street and my nice residential street has turned into a parking lot. Nov 22, 2010 1:35 PM
While I accept a certain amount of urbanism - after all I choose to live close to
town because I appreciate the urban benefits. But, I'm tired of picking up trash
and cigarette butts all the time and it's difficult to find a place to park in front of my
own house on the weekends. I think there should be a time limit on parking with
an exception for residents.

90

Restricted access behind DC IT and Dance studio.

Nov 22, 2010 1:41 PM

91

A lot that is open to the public, and that could be used by the express riders
during the week, and used for visitors and events on weekends, would be ideal.

Nov 22, 2010 1:54 PM

92

If I didn't live in Davidson, I would not be aware that there is parking behind the
town hall/Depot St. An "Alt./Bus" sign may help with traffic congestion as well as
parking for out of town visitors.

Nov 22, 2010 2:26 PM
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93

I will drive to an area (street or lot) where I think I will find a space and then do a
couple of things downtown will parked in that one place. 9 of 10 times I find a
spot on Main Street when I drive through looking for one.

Nov 22, 2010 3:47 PM

94

2 hours not enough time on occasions when I want to do multiple things without
moving my car.

Nov 22, 2010 6:31 PM

95

Weekend resident of Davidson

Nov 22, 2010 7:40 PM

96

Directional signs are needed coming out of Harris Teeter parking lot to direct folks Nov 22, 2010 8:52 PM
to exit by Davidson Chocolate if they want to go west

97

There should be less time restrictions and Depot street should be either one way
or a no-parking zone.

Nov 22, 2010 10:04 PM

98

The parking is the worse I've seen in Davidson in 18 years and I have been here
to experience it. My business is on Main Street and has been for 18 years. The 2
hour parking needs to be returned to all day parking!

Nov 22, 2010 10:58 PM

99

I'm perfectly willing to pay a nominaol fee to park in a deck...however to price that Nov 23, 2010 1:43 PM
without pricing surface parking as well would not be effective.

100

It's just fine as is. There is a distinct enhancement of the village atmosphere by
not having access being too easy and/or commercialized.

Nov 23, 2010 1:53 PM

101

parking on Jackson street across from post office entry is dangerous.

Nov 23, 2010 2:50 PM

102

I will take my business elsewhere if there is no free parking available. The current Nov 23, 2010 4:23 PM
time limit for parking needs to be increased to 3 or 4 hours.

103

Nov 24, 2010 3:29 AM
Parking really is not a problem in Davidson. That may change if/when the
commuter line is in operation, but for now, it really isn't something that the town
should worry about spending funds to address, when there are more important
issues to focus on (saving IB school building, saving library (good chance it will be
on the chopping block after Library Task Force makes its recommendations).

104

parking on typical day is fine, which is all we need. we should not create sufficient Nov 24, 2010 8:41 PM
parking for occasional special events, etc

105

When there is a big activity happening, the parking for other purposes is a total
nightmare.

106

I am totally against parking fees!

Nov 28, 2010 8:56 PM

107

Signage would help alot and having business owners/employees not park on the
street would be helpful as well.

Nov 29, 2010 6:18 AM

108

having recently had foot surgery, I have discovered that handicapped parking
within a reasonable distance of businesses downtown is very limited. other than
that, no complaints.

Dec 1, 2010 5:18 PM

109

As a patron of the Davidson library, it is upsetting to me that the parents of
Dec 1, 2010 6:27 PM
children in the DCPC preschool use the library parking lot. It makes it very difficult
to find a space when needed.

110

Saturday morning events have made going into and through downtown Davidson Dec 1, 2010 9:02 PM
very frustrating as there is NOT adequate parking for visitors. My wife recently
was involved in a small accident which was caused by an illegally parked car near
the post office where she was headed on Saturday AM to pick up the mail. We
desperately need increased parking for visitors to Davidson as we are fast
becoming a Saturday morning "destination" for those who live in other close by
communities as well as outlying areas of Davidson.

111

Interstate overflow due to accidents congests downtown and totally changes
parking. frequently this occurs on Friday pm or during rainy rush hours
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112

My biggest parking problems:
Dec 2, 2010 11:45 PM
If I'm brining a car downtown it usually means that I have to load equipment or
students from Watson Life Sciences Building which is located next to DCPC.
Sunday mornings and weekdays during drop off and pickup hours for the mother's
morning out, it's impossible to find a space close to the building (and the College
provides no official parking spaces).
Between DCPC and DUMC, all of the parking in downtown Davidson is pretty
much occupied on Sunday mornings and many evenings events at DCPC
monopolize the parking. These churches should provide sufficient parking of their
own for their congregations or set up some type of shuttle service from satellite
lots.

113

I try to avoid going downtown anytime there are any special events. There is often Dec 6, 2010 9:25 AM
no available parking within reasonable distance of my destinations.

114

there are many times when we avoid downtown, except for CVS. Downtown
churches have very little on site parking, so most of the time we are trying to use
public streets. So far Sundays seem to be exempt from 2 hr limit

115

Dec 14, 2010 5:13 PM
The fact that CVS does not allow the library to share that parking lot anymore is
horrible! There tends to be a huge lack of parking in regards to the library location.
This prevents me from wanting to go to the library. Which is sad considering that
we are currently trying to "save our library".

116

Tried to go to Flatiron Grill to check it out, we went to Cornelius instead to eat b/c
there wasn't any parking available at lunchtime.

Dec 14, 2010 5:26 PM

117

The only time I have had issues with parking downtown is when there is a major
event going on either downtown or at the college. Other than those times, I have
been able to find adequate parking.

Dec 14, 2010 6:02 PM

118

Need better sidewalks in the Southern end of town so it's easier to walk into town. Dec 14, 2010 6:13 PM

119

Dec 14, 2010 7:00 PM
I thought a parking deck on Depot Street was in the long range plan.
Thinking of parking reminds me that it would be beneficial to many if a couple of
spaces were eliminated on southbound Main at Concord Road so that traffic could
move past those waiting to make a left turn onto Concord Road.

120

parking seems fine to me

Dec 14, 2010 8:52 PM

121

The street on the side (not in front) of CVS (Chairman Blake Lane) needs to be
One Way if parking is allowed. Due to the tight quarters, parking should only be
on ONE side of the street. If Chairman Blake is two way, the street should be a
NO PARKING zone if the street remains two-way. There is not enough room for
two-way traffic and a parking lane. Today, an event (maybe at Flatiron) had both
sides of the street blocked with parking. (The people were obviously NOT from
Davidson and didn't realize how tight the quarters are.) Today, there was barely
enough room for one car to drive through due to parking on both sides of the
street, let alone two cars driving in opposite directions. Drivers were already
committed to going down the street (both ways) before realizing the dilemma, got
trapped, and had to back up. It was not an easy feat for them to back up in such
tight quarters.

Dec 14, 2010 10:40 PM

122

The only reason I go downtown is to go to the bank and doctor and CVS. If there Dec 15, 2010 1:54 AM
aren't spaces at CVS, I go by and go to Rite Aid where there is plenty of parking.
I am usually able to find a spot in the doctor's lot. Since the drive-thru bank is
closed on Friday, I have to go to the bank. If not for that, I would never go
downtown (except to CVS). There is really nothing there for me. There are also a
lot of unsupervised kids - 4 of which ran behind my car as I was parking last week
and were nearly ran over. There Mother sat and watched it happen - apparently
she doesn't know about crosswalks either. Maybe the police should be around to
"educate" kids who haven't been taught.
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123

Love the compact parking signs in front of CVS. They're hilarious and add
character.
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